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Rand let himself
and when they we
away from the dool
overheard, Nyna

AS 1 SAID,

THE MEETING WAS A
SHAMBLES. EVERYBODY
AGREED SOMEONE HAD TO
BE SENT FOR YOU, BUT
THE VILLAGE SPLIT INTO
TWO GROUPS.

ONE WANTED
YOU RESCUED, THOUGH
THERE WAS A CONSIDERABLE
ARGUMENT OVER HOW THAT WAS
TO BE DONE CONSIDERING THAT
YOU WERE WITH A..THE
LIKES OF HER.

THE REST
BELIEVED
AM:

EITHER. ESPECIALLY
NOT WITH SOMEONE
LIKE HER.

EITHER WAY,
THOUGH, ALMOST
TR B or
LIGHT SAVE .
THE PARTY. o ME FROM MEN WHO

! THINK WITH THE HAIR
ALNERE, Wil THE
SCALES OF OFFICE  AS THERE ARE ANY
AROUND HIS NECK, AND . OTHER KIND.
HARAL LUHHAN, TILL
ALSBET MADE HIM
SIT DOWN. EVEN
CENN BUEE.
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I COULD SEE IT l

WOULD BE ANOTHER DAY,
PERHAPS MORE, BEFORE
THEY CAME TO ANY
DECISION.

SOMEHOW 1 WAS
SURE WE DID NOT
DARELWA\T THAT
— B ¥ =\

50 I CALLED
THE WOMEN'S
CIRCLE TOGETHER
AND TOLD THEM
WHAT HAD TO
BE DONE.

I CANNOT
SAY THEY LIKED ~BECAUSE
IT, BUT THEY SAW N THE MEN AROUND
THE RIGHT OF IT. EMOND'S FIELD
AND THAT IS WHY ARE STUBBORN
I AM HERE WOOL-HEADS.

THEY'RE
PROBABLY STILL
ARGUING ABOUT WHO TO
SEND, THOUGH I LEFT
WORD I WOULD TAKE
CARE OF IT.

anaeve S swry explained her
grecence, but it was hardly reas:

he was still determined to bring
back with her.
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MORE OF
THE SAME.

AND SHE WANTED
/' TO KNOW ABOUT YOU
BOYS. TO SEE IF SHE
COULD REASON OUT WHY
YOU... HAVE ATTRACTED
THE ATTENTION YOU
HAVE. SHE SA/D.

SHE TRIED TO DISGUISE
IT, BUT MOST OF ALL SHE
WANTED TO KNOW IF ANY

OF YOU WAS BORN
OUTSIDE THE TWO
RIVERS.

SHE DOES THINK
OF SOME ODD THINGS.
1 HOPE YOU ASSURED
HER WE'RE ALL
EDMOND’S FIELD
BORN.

There had only been a heartbeat's
before Nynaeve spoke, so brief he
missed it if he had not been watcl

/"
4 And if she knows
was 170 fever

ARE YOU ( y
ALL RIGHT?
| W HesAp1
WASN'T HIS SON.
WHEN HE WAS
DELIRIOUS WITH THE

FEVER. HE SAID HE
FOUND ME.1 N
THOUGHT IT
WAS JUST..
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PEOPLE SAY STRANGE 1 REMEMBER

KARI AL'THOR CRADLING
s N EVEe THAT CHILD IN HER ARMS
ST NS WITH A5 MUCH LOVE AND
< : DELIGHT AS T HAVE EVER
LISTEN SEEN FROM ANY WOMAN
“ 0 ME. WITH A BABE.
TAM AL'THOR RAN
AWAY SEEKING ADVENTURE =kl Yo Kow ;
5 WHEN HE WAS A BOY NO OLDER STRAIGHTEN DP
N e o | W AT
X & INESS.
N FIELD, A GROWN MAN WITH A pOCHsthESS,

RED-HAIRED OUTLANDER WIFE AND
A BABE IN SWADDLING CLOTHES.

NO, DON'T ANSWER. IT'S
NONE OF MY BUSINESS,
EITHER.

IT ISN'T ANY.
OUTLANDER'S

aybe he had L\ BUSINESS. \ ‘
a baby after a bat 1 IT MIGHT NOT MEAN
i ALl° ANYTHING. SHE COULD JUST
N A ‘, BE SEARCHING BLINDLY FOR

A REASON THOSE THINGS ARE
AFTER YOU. AFTER ALL OF YOU.
50 YOU PO
BELIEVE THEY'RE

CHASING Us?

WHAT ARE
YoU GONG
0 pO?

TODAY 1
AM GOING TO
HAVE A BATH.

FOR THE
REST, WE WILL
HAVE TO SEE,
WON'T WE?

y

[€o be continued...
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Before answering,
looked back at the O
doorway down the hall

IT WAS A
Rand had thought he'd seen
son:ething move down that BU?’%ﬂggféf; No.

way before, and wondered if
Xghacve had a5 Well. butt NEED FOR HER TO

was no movement there no H ANK;l?éN OVL\JIE gé;guz "
ANY BETTER THAN
THAT.

AND I ONLY

BELIEVE ONE
THING: YOU ARE HAsPanlEEITJf.”NVﬁiY
ALL IN DANGER AS 7 DO YOU WANT Us
LONG AS YOU ARE \ TO GO BACK IF YOU
WITH HER. THINK THERE'S EVEN
< A CHANCE WE'RE /
RIGHT?

AND WHY
YOU AT ALL? AS
SOON SEND THE
MAYOR HIMSELF AS |

THE WISDOM.

L

W -
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I/ I CAN THINK OF A TIME WHEN YOU
WOULD NOT HAVE QUESTIONED
A WHERE I CHOSE TO G

O OR WHAT
\ I CHOSE TO DO, WHEREVER
D OR WHATEVER IT WAS.
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THERE 15 NO NEED TO BE AFRAID.
YOU SAW THE INNKEEPER BRING THE
WINE, AND NEITHER OF US HAD A
CHANCE TO PUT ANYTHING IN IT.
YOU ARE QUITE SAFE.

IAMm
— [ INTERESTED
\ IN How You

YOU... FOLLOWED

2!
OlR TRALE! L. IMUST
\ careLESS.

UNTIL MY
FATHER DIED, HE
TOOK ME HUNTING WITH
HIM AND TAUGHT ME
WHAT HE WOULD HAVE
TAUGHT THE SONS HE
NEVER HAD.

IF YOU CAN
FOLLOW A TRAIL T
HAVE TRIED TO HIDE, HE
TAUGHT YOU WELL. FEW
CAN DO THAT, EVEN IN THE
BORDERLANDS.

PERHAPS YOU
AM 1. "ARE WILLING TO SPEAK

THE BOYS HAVE BEEN
BROUGHT TO YOU?,

AH. SINCE
EVERYONE 15
HERE, PERHAPS

YOU WILL FINALLY
TAKE A DRINK.

THERE WAS NOWHERE TO
GO EXCEPT BAERLON. TO BE
SAFE, THOUGH, I FOLLOWED

YOUR TRAIL.

~ YOU CERTAINLY CUT
BACK AND FORTH ENOUGH.
BUT THEN, I SUPPOSE YOU
WOULD NOT CARE TO RISK
MEETING DECENT
PEOPLE.

YOU LEFT VERY
LITTLE TRACE, BUT I CAN
TRACK AS WELL AS ANY
MAN IN THE TWO RIVERS,

EXCEPT PERHAPS TAM
N AL'THOR.
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PERHAPS NOW

YOU WILL ANSWER
A FEW OF My

QUESTIONS.

I HAVE
ANSWERED
YOURS FREELY
ENOUGH.

WITH A
GREAT SACKFUL THE ONLY FACTS
OF GLEEMAN'S 1 CAN SEE ARE THAT
FOUR YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE
BEEN CARRIED OFF; FOR THE
LIGHT KNOWS WHAT REASON,
BY AN AES SEDAI!

YOU HAVE
BEEN 7TOLD
THAT ISN'T KNOWN
HERE. YOU MUST LEARN
TO GUARD YOUR
TONGUE.

WHY SHOULD
12 WHY SHOULD
I HELP HIDE YOU,
OR WHAT YOU
ARE?

I'VE COME TO
TAKE EGWENE AND
THE BOYS BACK TO
EMOND’S FIELD, NOT
HELP YOU SPIRIT
THEM AWAY.

IF YOU WANT THEM TO
SEE THEIR VILLAGE AGAIN
-- OR YOU EITHER -- YOU

HAD BETTER BE MORE
CAREFUL.

2 THERE ARE
THOSE IN BAERLON
WHO WOULD KiLL
HER FOR WHAT SHE
15. HIM, TOO.

THEY'D SWARM
OVER THIS INN LIKE
MURDEROUS ANTS ON A AND THE GIRL?
RUMOR. A WHISPER. THEIR THE BOYS? YoU? YoU
HATE 15 THAT STRONG, THEIR ~ ARE ALL ASSOCIATED WITH
DESIRE TO KILL OR TAKE THEM, ENOUGH FOR THE
ANY LIKE THESE TWO. WHITECLOAKS, ANYWAY. AND
YOU WOULDN'T LIKE THE
WAY THEY ASK
QUESTIONS.

THEY DON'T CARE
ABOUT FINDING THE
TRUTH; THEY THINK THEY KNOW
THAT ALREADY. ALL THEY GO
AFTER WITH THEIR IRONS AND
THEIR HOT PINCERS IS A
CONFESS/ON.
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/ 1T5 KNOWN I ARRIVED
WITH YOU, TOO. I DON'T
CARE FOR THE THOUGHT

OF A QUESTIONER WITH A

HOT IRON TELLING ME TO
REPENT MY SINS AND
WALK IN THE LIGHT.

WELL PUT,
GLEEMAN. IM
SURPRISED TO
FIND YOU 5O
CONCERNED.

BEST YOU
REMEMBER SOME
SECRETS ARE TOO
DANGEROUS FOR
SAYING ALOUD, EVEN
WHEN YOU THINK
YOU KNOW WHO
HEARS.

THAT 15 JUST
ONE MORE REASON
FOR THEM TO COME HOME
WITH ME IN THE MORNING. OR
THIS AFTERNOON, FOR THAT
MATTER. THE SOONER WE'RE
AWAY FROM YOU AND ON OUR
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IF WE GO
BACK TO EMOND'S
FIELD, THE TROLLOCS

WILL COME BACK,
TOO. THEY'RE...

THEY'RE
HUNTING US. | DON'T 3
KNOW WY, BUT THEY ARE.
MAYBE WE CAN FIND OUT IN
TAR VALON. MAYBE WE CAN
-\ FIND OUT HOW TO STOP IT.
N\ IT’5 THE ONLY WAY.

/ IN ANY CASE,

THE COUNCIL IS A PACK
OF FOOLS MOST OF THE
TIME, BUT NOT FOOLISH
ENOUGH FOR THAT, AND
NEITHER WAS ANYONE ELSE.
THEY AGREED YOU HAD

U SOUND JUST
LIKE 7AM/ HE HAD

( HMSELF CARRIED TO THE

VILLAGE MEETING AND
TRIED TO CONVINCE
EVERYBODY.

LIGHT KNOWS N\
HOW YOUR MISTRESS

MITE OF 55//55 UGUALLY
MORE LHéX»:‘ MOsST

WISDOM. YOU
MUST BELIEVE
THAT THEY ARE
SAFER WITH ME

THAN THEY WOULD
BE BACK IN THE
TWO RIVERS.

TO BE FOUND.

THEN TAM
WANTED TO BE

THE ONE TO COME

AFTER YOU, AND HM
NOT ABLE TO STAND BY.
HIMSELF. FOOLISHNESS

MUST RUN IN YOUR

FAMILY.

SAFER! YOU ARE THE ONE WHO
BROUGHT THEM HERE, WHERE THE
WHITECLOAKS ARE! THE WHITECLOAKS
WHO, IF THE GLEEMAN |5 TELLING
THE TRUTH, MAY HARM THEM
BECAUSE OF YOU!

TELL ME HOW '\
THEY ARE SAFER,
AES SEDAI
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I REALLY DON'T HAVE
TIME. CERTAINLY NOT FOR
ANY MORE FOOL TALK
ABOUT ESCAPING AND
THE LIKE.

!
E]

WE DON'T
HAVE TIME FOR
THAT, BOY.

AND I DON'T
HAVE TIME FOR
1) YOUR FOOLISHNESS,
) EITHER!

GO GGLE
SOMETHING. WE

W A WOMAN
HAVE TO TALK. \

ARRIVED A LITTLE
WHILE AGO--SHORTER
THAN I, WITH DARK EYES
AND DARK HAIR IN A BRAID
DOWN TO HER WAIST, SHE'S
PART OF IT, RIGHT ALONG
WITH THE REST
OF YoU.

=)
LIt THAT'S
o v IMPOSSIBLE. SHE
5 =\ CANTBE MixeD
IN WITH.

v THE SPARKE

M!‘B‘TRE‘B‘B ALY9
COMING IN, AND THERE
WERE SPARKS WITH
JUST THE TWO OF
HEM.

YESTERDAY, I COULDN'T SEE
W _SPARKS WITHOUT AT LEAST THREE OR
FOUR OF YOU TOGETHER. BUT TODAY IT'S
ALL SHARPER AND MORE FURIOUS. YOU'RE
L IN MORE DANGER SINCE SHE CAME.

SHE WON'T
po AN‘/TH!N@ TO

WHAT
DID SHE HAVE
TO SAY?

NYNAEVE
15 PART
OF IT.

OF COURSE
SHE 15. PART OF
THE SAME BAD LUCK |
WE'VE BEEN HAVING SINCE
WINTERNIGHT. NOW
LET'S CATCH UP. g
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COMING
WITH YOU!

WHY
WOULD 1 PO
THAT?

MAVRA MALLEN
CAME UP_FROM DEVEN 15TILL HOPE ME ;%Tﬂlgsrfe
RIDE TO SEE TO THINGS TO MAKE YOU SEE i DID, T00.
TILL I RETURN, BUT SHE'LL SENSE AND COME A0,
BE WANTING TO GET BACK HOME
B o HHEE WAQN"'; ﬂsAlT';(EED up
i IN IT... AES SEDAI
ARE NOT TO BE
TRUSTED, RAND.

YOU SOUND
AS IF YOU REALLY
DO BELIEVE US.
WHAT HAPPENED
\ AT THE VILLAGE

MEETING?

=

>
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NO FADE CAN HARM
THEM AS LONG AS THEY ARE
AS CLOSE TO ME AS THEY ARE NOW.
NO TROLLOC CAN COME WITHIN A
QUARTER OF A MILE WITHOUT LAN
\ KNOWING IT. CAN YOU OFFER THEM
HALF AS MUCH IF THEY RETURN
WITH YOU?

THERE ARE MANY
DANGERS FROM WHICH
I CANNOT PROTECT THEM,
ANY MORE THAN YOU CAN
PROTECT THEM FROM BEING
STUCK BY LIGHTNING IF ¢
THEY GO HOME. 2

BUT IT IS NOT
LIGHTNING OF WHICH
THEY MUST BE AFRAID, NOR
EVEN WHITECLOAKS.

IT IS THE PARK
ONE. AND MINIONS OF
THE DARK ONE.

FROM THOSE
THINGS I CAN PROTECT.
TOUCHING THE TRUE SOURCE,
TOUCHING SAIPAR GIVES ME
THAT PROTECTION, AS IT
DOES TO EVERY

M AES SEDAI,

EVEN THOSE POOR
MEN WHO FIND THEMSELVES
WIELDING THE POWER FOR A SHORT
TIME GAIN THAT MUCH, THOUGH
SOMETIMES TOUCHING SAIPIN
PROTECTS, AND SOMETIMES
THE TAINT MAKES THEM
MORE VULNERABLE.

YOU STAND UP
STRAW MEN. WE HAVE A
SAYING IN THE TWO RIVERS -~

| WHETHER THE BEAR BEATS THE

WOLF OR THE WOLF BEATS
THE BEAR, THE RABBIT
ALWAYS LOSES.

TAKE YOUR CONTEST
SOMEPLACE ELSE AND
LEAVE EDMOND'S FIELD

OUT OF IT.

TAKE THE
OTHERS AND

LEAVE THE WISDOM |

ALONE WITH ME
FOR A WHILE.
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Under La

© 7/ )

REMEMBER

WHAT I SAID. / \

BAH, I'VE
NO TIME FOR
THS. IHAVE R
BETTER THINGS AN
TO DO.

HE GAVE
U5 SOME
ADVICE.

HE SAID NOT
TO OPEN OUR
MOUTHS UNTIL WE
WERE SURE WHAT
WE WERE GOING
TO SAY.

THAT
SOUNDS
LIKE GOOD
ADVICE.
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Rand was engrossed
own thoug |

How could any of them be

involved with 7ro/locs and
Fades... and with Ba'alzamon
appearing in their dreams?

At that moment, Rand
the first time realized tl
3 the others had all quiet!
& . disappeared.

— }| Rand had no idea how long — | Rand did not want to face
—— had been standing there wi Wisdom a/ore, but he co
What are they the door finally opened. not escape now that he had

saying in thel Nynaeve stepped out, and met Nynaeve's eye.
turned in his direction. — o -
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THAT SEEMS
TO FIT YOU, NOW,

LIKE IT BETTER
IFIT DID
NOT.

DID SHE
CONVINCE YoU?
IT REALLY /5 THE
ONLY WAY. I--

--ARE YOU
COMING WITH
us?
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PERRIN/ N ]
PERRIN, DID YOU
TELL ANYONE

1 DIDN'T EVEN
GET OUT OF BED
UNTIL AN HOUR AGO.
I'VE BEEN GIVING
MYSELF A HEAPACHE
TRYING NOT TO THINK

ABOUT IT, MUCH LESS / |
TALK ABOUT IT. {é,‘

EEEEES

OH! You
ALMOST MADE ME
FORGET WHY I WAS
LOOKING FOR YOU,
NOT THAT I DON'T
WISH I COULD.

NYNAEVE
15 INSIDE.
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COULDN'T WE
JUST GO SOME-
PLACE ELSE FOR

A WHILE?

YOU EVER
TRY TO MAKE
NYNAEVE SEE SOME-
THING SHE DIDN'T WANT
TO SEE? I HAVE. I SAY
WE STAY AWAY TILL

NIGHT AND SNEAK
IN THEN.

SHE'S WITH...
MISTRESS ALYS
RIGHT NOW, AND

IT"5 COLD ENOUGH

IN THERE TO
(OW.

SHE CAN'T
MAKE U5 GO BACK.
WINTERNIGHT SHOULD
HAVE BEEN ENOUGH TO
MAKE HER SEE THAT. IF
SHE POESN'T, We
WILL HA\}/‘E;O MAKE

OBSERVATION OF
THE YOUNG WOMAN, T
DON'T THINK SHE WILL

STOP UNTIL SHE HAS
HER SAY.

AND IF SHE
15 NOT ALLOWED
TO HAVE IT SOON,
SHE MAY KEEP ON UNTIL
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)
YOU KNOW
WHO THEY REMIND ME
OF? EWARD CONGAR.
HE ALWAYS HAD
HIS NOSE UP IN
THE AIR.

REMEMBER
WHEN HE FELL OFF
THE WAGON BRIDGE

HOME DRIPPING WET?
THAT TOOK HM DOWN
APEG FOR A

Rand stared as Mat ran off, —
knowing he should do sometl
The 100K in Mat's eyes alway’s
meant one of his £I/iCKS.

do somethlng mld h‘m that the
was wrong, that it was dangerous.

..But he smiled in
ant!c[patlon a
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In a minute, Rand saw Mat
above him, leaning half
window above a shop, hi
his hands, already whirlir

|

=
YOU FIND SOMETHING Pl
FUNNYP_PERHAPS YOU ACCIDENTS

ARE RESPONSIBLE HAPPEN. EVEN TO T4
FOR THIS, YES? THE CHILDREN OF !
THE LIGHT. Ak
Vgl |

HERO
S MARK, LORD ]
BORNHA .

A THIS PLACE, YES?
@ YOU COME FROM

( WHERE?
i)
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WHEN THE CHILDREN OF EH? BAH. X/
THE LIGHT ASK QUESTIONS, THIS TOWN
YOU BUMPKIN, WE HAS L

WE WILL
MEET AGAIN. YOU MAY
BE SURE OF IT!

| 5"
I »
‘-

—
TTHNG N
WE BETTER
GET BACK TO THe
INN, NOW. &
23

I
I”/\ y

gafan
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Rand could hear passersby

sure the story would spread... a
tried to start a fight with three
Light? That was something to tall

The boys lost their
| Shreats, bk evartiay
s, but ever /
fell in with Thom Me

WHAT DO WE DO THEN? DO
WE TELL MOIRAINE ABOUT
THE DREAM? I DON'T WANT
ANY MORE DREAMS LIKE
THAT. MAYBE SHE COULD
DO SOMETHING.

MAYBE

WE WOULD!
LIKE WHAT

SHE DID.

WE WERE
GOING BACK
TO THE INN TO

WARN HIM.

It was Mat who began telling
the dream. Rand joined in, and i
long before they had Thom's full
When Rand mentioned Ba‘alzam

DON'T EVER
SAY THAT NAME
WHERE STRANGERS

1 SAY HOLD YOUR PEACE.
YOU CAN ALWAYS CHANGE
YOUR MIND, IF YOU HAVE
TO, BUT ONCE YOU TELL,
IT’5 DONE, AND YOU'RE
TIED UP WORSE THAN
EVER WITH HER.

YOU SAY THE
OTHER LAD HAD THE
SAME DREAM? DOES
HE HAVE SENSE ENOUGH
TO KEEP HIS MOUTH \
SHUT?

THE LIGHT
SEND WE'RE NOT
TOO LATE!

WELL?
ARE YOUR FEET
PEGGED TO THE

GROUND?






