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' MAYBE. MAYBE.
TOMORROW YOU SAY?
IN THAT TIME.

WON'T FORGE
PROMIS

. YOU
T YOUR
E?

YOU MUST
REALLY BE
TURNING INTO A
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LISTEN -
YOU'LL NEVER
GUESS WHO 1

THOUGHT I JusT
SAW.

DIDN'T GET
Him.

<
I WONDER WHY
HE LEFT EMOND'S
FIELD WITHOUT A WORD
LIKE THAT? PROBABLY
STARTED RUNNING THEN,
TOO, AND DIDN'T STOP
UNTIL HE GOT HERE.
BUT WHY WAS HE
RUNNING JUST
NOW?

WELL, H\S
SECRET |5 SAFE WITH
ME. I WISH SHE DIDN'T

KNOW WHERE I WAS,
EITHER.

\T? MAT,

DID YOU HAVE A
NIGHTMARE LAST
NIGHT? ABOUT A

MAN IN A DARK

SUIT AND.

PADAN -
HOW pID YOU
KNOW?

1 WAS
TALKING TO
HIM, BUT HE

RAN OFF:

IDONT
KNOW, EXCEPT
THAT HE'S AFRAID
OF M-- MISTRESS
ALYS. HE DOESN'T
WANT HER TO KNOW
HE'S HERE.

HE MA
ME PROMISE 1
WOULDN'T TELL
HER.

YOU TOO?
AND PERRIN, I SUPPOSE.

1 ALMOST ASKED HIM THIS
MORNING. BLOOD AND ASHES,
NOW SOMEONE 1S MAKING US
DREAM THINGS? RAND, T WISH

NOBODY KNEW WHERE
I WAS.
WHAT'S

HAPPENING TO
US, RAND?
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I DON'T KNOW. N\
WAS GOING TO ASK'\

1T’ THE CHANCES,
THAT'S ALL. IF WE TELL
HER, AND HE WAS LYING,
THEN MAYBE NOTHING

HAPPENS. MAYBE.

BUT MAYBE JUST
HIM BEING IN OUR
DREAMS 15 ENOUGH
FOR... 1 DON'T KNOW.
REMEMBER THE FERRY?
1 5AY WE KEEP
QUIET.

PERRIN
WON'T SAY
ANYTHING,

WILL HE? _ WE HAVE
T0 GET BACK
TO HIM.

IF HE TELLS HER,
SHE'LL FIGURE IT OUT
ABOUT ALL OF US.
YOU CAN BET ON IT -
COME ON!

WHAT'S THE

MATTER WITH

YOU? ARE YOU

GOING TO SLEEP

AGAINZ COME
ONI

MO/ NOT HER.

THEN YOU..
BELIEVED
HimMz

SOME CHICKEN
SOUP WHEN WE
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he did not want to sleep, he,
as though he were driftin

SHE DIDN'T
SAY SHE WAS. AND
1 BELIEVE SHE SEES 5
THINGS. AND SHE KNOWS

WHO MOIRAINE 15.

” A DAGGER WITH

A RUBY, EH? I LIKE
THAT. DON'T KNOW ABOUT
THE EYE, THOUGH. ARE YOU

UP? SEEMS LIKE SHE'D
KNOW WHAT IT ALL MEANS
IF SHE REALLY IS A
SOOTHSAYER.

1 THOUGHT WE
WEREN'T SUPPOSED TO
SAY THAT NAME.

) LOOK AT

THEM. DO YOU
SUPPOSE THEY'RE
CH]LDRZN O7F THE

. LIGHT?
¥

Children of the Light. e
Men who hated Aes Sedai a

people how to live, causing
for those who refused to o

Instead, he just
at them passivel

THEY DON'T
LOOK LIKE MUCH
TO M. FULL OF
THEMSELVES
THOUGH, AREN'T
THEY?
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THEY HAVE NO
REASON TO BOTHER
US. COME BACK TO THE
STAG AND LION WITH ME. IM
STAYING THERE WITH FRIENDS.
YOU KNOW MOST OF THEM.
THEY'LL BE GLAD TO SEE
YOU. WE ALL THOUGHT
YOU WERE DEAD.

PADAN FAIN &
KNOWS WHICH WAY TO
JUMP AND WHICH WAY TO
ALWAYS WILL. TLL LIVE A TO
LONG TIME. LONGER
THAN -

YOUR HORSES
ARE SAFE IN THE
STABLE. YOU CAN GET

THEM ANYTIME. IF YOU
COME TO THE INN WITH
ME, I'M SURE MOIRAINE |
WILL HELP YOU GET |
BACK TO THE TWO
RIVERS.

WAGON. AND ALL MY
LAND. ALWAYS HAVE AND  GOODS. HAD NO CAUSE

THEY? I COULDN'T EVEN
GET TO MY HORSES.

'\ THAT FAT INNKEEPER HAD

THEM L

DEAD?
NOT PADAN
FAIN.

THEY BURNED MY

1 HAD TO STEP
QUICK NOT TO GETMY
THROAT SLIT, AND WHAT
DID IT GET ME? ALL T'VE
GOT LEFT IS5 WHAT T
STAND IN.

BE DOING THAT, DID

OCKED IN HIS
STABLE.

-~MAYBE,
\ THOUGH...

HOW LONG
WILL YOU BE AT
THIS - WHAT WAS
IT? STAG AND
LION?

WE LEAVE
TOMORROW. BUT
WHAT DOES THAT

HAVE TO PO

YOU JUsT
DON'T KNOW. T
DON'T WANT TO BE
WITHIN MILES OF AN
AES SEDAL BUT
1 MAY HAVE NO
CHOICE.

THE THOUGHT
OF HER EYES ON
ME, OF HER EVEN
KNOWING WHERE

IAM...

PROMISE ME YO
WON'T TELL HER. SHE
FRIGHTENS ME. THERE'S
NO REASON TO BE TELLING
HER. NO REASON FOR AN
AES SEDAI TO EVEN KNOW
IM ALIVE. YOU HAVE TO
PROMISE! ZOU HAVE
TO!

1 PROMISE,
BUT THERE'S NO
REASON FOR YOU
TO BE IﬁEFRAlD OF

COME WITH
ME. THE LEAST
YOU'LL GET 15 A
HOT MEAL.
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IT'S YOUR
LOSS. THINK OF
YoU GO. WHAT YoU MIGHT
2l MiS5.
NOW COME
ON, GET UP_ WE'RE
IN A CITY, AND HAVE A
WHOLE DAY TO SEE IT.
WHERE ARE YOUR
CLOTHES?

1

1

Wika !é
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Y - Q, - Rand had a headache. It was
worse, not better, and he ¢
up much enthusiasm for Baer!
Y v
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g ﬁ S Still, he might as well see what he ¢
|

Perhaps he could find Mat,
Ba'alzamon had been in his d

v
)

”1 People packed the street
Y in a pen, elbowing dpast ea
* with barely a word or a
3

All strangers to each

VIR

ether.
hogw ni street. Ma
th
The whole city
like £his? i /
S |
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Going back inside
inn did not appe:
Rand, though, not

T hoping the cold air
might help his he

/| Mutch came to the stable d«
time to time to stare at Rand,
across the stableyard Rand co

Was it country people th

did not like? Or had he

Rand expected to ¢t
agi;hefnoﬂaréh but lﬁe
not a fun

There wagxot ?‘nﬁd’l
that was funny at a

"| what if he

\
L

No, it wasn't right to go out and
Perrin sick in bed. And Rand had

and Rand needed to talk to som

inished while Rand was
city? The gleeman might go out
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EN

YOU'RE RAND
AREN'T YOU? MY
NAME 15 MIN.

IMNOT IN
TROUBLE. WHAT
MAKES YOU THINK T
AM? THE TWO RIVERS
15 A QUIET PLACE, AND
WE'RE ALL QUIET
PEOPLE.

NO PLACE
FOR TROUBLE,
UNLESS IT HAS TO
DO WITH CROPS
QUIET? T'VE OR SHEEP.
HEARD MEN TALK
ABOUT TWO RIVERS
FOLK. THE ONES WHO
HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN
DOWNCOUNTRY SAY YOU
WALK AROUND, ALL
SMILES AND POLITENESS,
JUST AS MEEK AND AS
SOFT AS BUTTER.

.BUT THE
STONE 15 BURIED
VERY DEEP IN YOU
\J OR YOUR FRIENDS. IT'S
AS IF A STORM HAS
SCOURED AWAY
ALMOST ALL THE
COVERING.

MOIRAINE
DIDN'T TELL I\éE

ON THE SURFACE,
ANYWAY. UNDERNEATH,
THEY SAY YOU'RE ALL

AS TOUGH AS OLD OAK
ROOTS. PROD TOO
HARD, THEY SAY, YOU

DIG UP STONE.

T - 1DONT
KNOW ANYBODY
IAMED. MISTRESS
ALYS THEN, IF YOU
PREFER. THERE'S NO
ONE CLOSE ENOUGH,
TO HEAR, A=

WHAT MAKES
YOU THINK MISTRESS
ALYS HAS ANOTHER
NAME?

BECAU!

| st TOLD

=T ME.

, NOT THAT SHE HAD
MUCH CHOICE, 1 SUPPOSE.

1 SAW SHE WAS... DIFFERENT.

RIGHT AWAY. T'VE TALKED TO ..
OTHERS LIKE HER BEFORE,

..THAT'S
IOUGH TO MAKE
ME BELIEVE
ANYTHING.

TROUBLE ARE
YOU IN, DOWN-
COUNTRY

o
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A BAD
DREAM?

DID He
SPEAK HIS
NAME?

You To
1 -- HE TOLD M
HE SAD...

MAT LAUGHED THIS

MORNING WHEN I TOLD HIM
WHY I WAS TOO TIRED TO GO OUT
WITH HM, BUT HE DREAMED TOO.
I LISTENED TO HIM MOST OF THE
NIGHT, TOS5ING AND MUTTERING,
AND YOU CAN'T TELL ME HE GOT
A GOOD NIGHT'S SLEER.

LIGHT, BUT I'M
TIRED. MAYBE IF T
JUST LAY HERE AN HOUR OR

TWO T'LL FEEL LIKE GETTING UP.
MAT WILL NEVER LET ME HEAR THE
END OF IT IF I MISS SEEING
BAERLON BECAUSE OF

A DREAM.

WHAT ARE WE
GOING TO DO?
HAVE YOU TOLD

MOIRAINE?
7

MAYBE 1
WON'T. I DON'T
KNOW. WHAT ABOUT
YOU? YOU DON'T
THINK WE SHOULD
TELL HER, DO
you?

HE ZOREE ABOU
Ti TORI T
Z AES SEDAI. A

ALIVE, IF WE BVER GET
BACK HOME, AND YOU HEAR ME
SAY ANYTHING ABOUT LEAVING

EMOND'S FIELD, EVEN TO GO
AS FAR AS WATCH HILL, YOU A&
KICK ME, ALL RIGHT?





OEBPS/images/i019.jpg
Min's laughter and her words, so
to Ba'alzamon's, sped Rand across
stableyard and out into the street,

the hubbub of people. '

He blundered into many of the pe
as he hurried through the crowd,
earning hard 1ooks and hard wor
but he did not slow down until he
several streets away from the inn.

After a time, Rand began to

attention to where he was.
head felt like a balloon, buthe [
red and enjoyed anyway.

V' W
nd the people ~ most of
anyway - did not look or.
any different than those
grown up with.

He had expected they would,
somehow... but indeed, some o

Two Rjvers in their faces that
could imagine they belonged to
one family or another that he
knew around Emond's Field.

A near mirror ima
of 8amuel Crawe

ushed past Rand as
urned a corner, and...

That tailor might
have been john
Thane's brother.
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WELL, I DON'T
SUPPOSE YOU'LL GO
RUNNING TO THE CHILDREN.

NOT CONSIDERING WHO YOUR
TRAVEL COMPANIONS ARE. THE
WHITECLOAKS WOULDN'T LIKE
WHAT I DO ANY MORE
THAN THEY LIKE WHAT
SHE DOES.

I DON'T
UNDERSTAND.

S
SHE S5AYS 1 I LOOK AT A
SEE PIECES OF MAN AND A WOMAN
THE PATTERN. SOUNDS Y WHO'VE NEVER EVEN
TOO GRAND TO ME. I TALKED TO ONE
JUST SEE THINGS WHEN ~ ANOTHER, AND T KNOW |-
ILOOK AT PEOPLE, AND , THEY'LL MARRY. AND L
SOMETIMES 1 KNOW  ATHEY DO. THAT SORT
WHAT THEY OF THING. SHE WANTED
MEAN. ME TO LOOK AT
ALL OF YoU
TOGETHER.

AND WHAT
DD You
SEE?

WHEN YOU'RE

ALL IN A GROUPZ
SPARKS SWIRLING

SHADOW 15 TRYING TO
SWALLOW THE
SPARKS.

YOU ARE ALL
TIED TOGETHER
IN SOMETHING
DANGEROUS, BUT
I CAN'T MAKE ANY
MORE OF IT.

7 _ALL OF U5?

EGWENE, TOO?
BUT THEY WEREN'T
AFTER - 1
MEAN...
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THE GIRL?
SHE'S PART OF IT.
AND THE GLEE-
MAN. ALL OF
You. YOU'RE IN
LOVE WITH HER.

I CAN TELL THAT EVEN
WITHOUT SEEING ANY.
IMAGES. SHE LOVES YOU,
TOO, BUT SHE'S NOT
FOR YOU, OR YOU FOR
HER. NOT THE WAY
YOU BOTH WANT.

THIS 1S ALL
FOOLISHNESS. A

WHAT DO
YOU SEE WHEN
YOU LOOK AT... THE
REST OF U5?

V. 4

WHAT'S THAT
SUPPOSED TO
MEAN?

WHEN I LOOK
AT HER I SEE THE
SAME THINGS AS WHEN 1
LOOK AT... MISTRESS ALYS.
OTHER THINGS I DON'T
UNDERSTAND, TOO, BUT
I KNOW WHAT THAT
MEANS. SHE WON'T
REFUSE IT.

—— .
l THE WAR - ER, MASTER ‘
ANDRA HAS SEVEN RUINED TOWERS

AROUND HIS HEAD AND A BABE IN A
CRADLE HOLDING A SWORD —~ MEN LIKE HIM
ALWAYS HAVE SO MANY IMAGES THEY
CROWD ONE ANOTHER. THE STRONGEST
IMAGES AROUND THE GLEEMAN ARE A MAN -
NOT HIM - JUGGLING FIRE AND THE WHITE
TOWER, AND THAT DOESN'T MAKE ANY

SENSE AT ALL FOR A MAN. <

THE STRONGEST THINGS
1 SEE ABOUT THE BIG FELLOW
ARE A WOLF, AND A BROKEN CROWN,
AND TREES FLOWERING ALL AROUND HIM,
THE OTHER ONE - A RED EAGLE, A HORN,
AND A LAUGHING FACE. THERE ARE OTHER
\ THINGS, BUT YOU SEE WHAT I MEAN. THIS
TIME T CAN'T MAKE UP OR DOWN
OUT OF ANY OF IT.
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ALL RIGHT!
YOU DON'T HAVE
TO LIST IT ALL.
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SHOULDN'T Wi
ILL BE COMING
BACK THIS WAY
ON MY WAY
JOME.

WHAT DO
YOU MEANT
CAN YOU SEE
DREAMS?

MOST OF ALL,
1 SEE LIGHTNING
AROUND YOU. SOME

STRIKING AT YOU, SOME -

COMING OUT OF YOU AND

You. I DONT I WILL MEET
KNOW WHAT AGAIN.
M ANY OF IT MEANS,

A EXCEPT FOR ONE
b THING.

1 SUPPOSE
YOU WILL AT
THAT.

BUT IF I TOLD
YOU EVERYTHING
1 SAW, YOU'D BE
AS SICK AS YOUR

MAYBE IT'S
YOUR IDEA OF A
DREAM, BUT T
NEVER THOUGHT
IT WAS MINE.

>~

I HAVE TO

[ [ GO.I-1HAVE

TO MEET MY
FRIENDS.

GO, THEN.
BUT YOU WON'T
ESCAPE.

RUN IF
YOU WANT - YOU
CAN'T ESCAPE
FROM ME.
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HAH! THEN GO
TO THE AES SEDAI!
GO TO THE WHITE TOWER
AND TELL THEM OF THIS...
DREAM. THAT 1S5 ONE WAY
TO ESCAPE THEM. THEY WILL
NOT USE YOU, THEN. NO, NOT N
WHEN THEY KNOW WHAT BUT WILL
y THEY LET YOU LIVE
TO SPREAD THE TALE OF
WHAT THEY DO? ARE YOU A
BIG ENOUGH FOOL TO BELIEVE §
THEY WILL? THE ASHES OF MANY
LIKE YOU ARE SCATTERED
ON THE SLOPES OF
DRAGONMOUNT.

THIS 15
A DREAM. IT'S
A DREAM, AND
IM GOING TO
WAKE UP.

YOU7\wLLL(_ You
? Wi \
INDEED? M

W

LWILL N

You EVER WAKE \
AGAIN? =
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BLOOD
AND ASHES, THEY
COULD HAVE
WAKED ME...

Rand needed to talk to someone.
Thom was performing in the common
room - he would get no advice from
the gleeman today. And Moiraine,

what would she do if she knew

about the dream?
No. He would talk to
one of his friends.

I WAS JUsT
LOOKING TO SEE IF
ANYONE WAS HERE. I JUST
WANTED TO TALK, I - ARE
YOU NOT FEELING WELL?
I CAN GO, IF YOU'D
RATHER SLEEF.

DON'T
KNOW IF T'LL EVER
SLEEP AGANN. T HAD
A BAD DREAM AND
COULDN'T GET
BACK TO SLEEF.
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YOU CANNOT
GET AWAY FROM
ME THAT EASILY.

[SE7s =
-r“"‘ J 4
\‘;‘\“&'.
[ \ ) pk//v/(. m/ N q \
| . I 74 il
Y Ty :
| 8

. - ; ks
; » The goblet on the table... it had | =3
= = not been there before. Rand =
wished he wasn't so jumpy ~ it
was only a dream, after all.
e
The smell of spiced wine drove
home to Rand just how thirsty

he was, as if he had had nothing
to drink in days.

R But something
And so, with the
to his mouth, Rand stoj
licked .

...anl\(:l placed the wing

on the table.
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Y _ ARE YOU THE
{ ONEZ YOU CANNOT
HIDE IT FROM ME £
= FOREVER. .

YOU CANNOT
i EVEN HIDE YOURSELF L
g/ FROM ME. NOT ON THE
HIGHEST MOUNTAIN OR IN
THE DEEPEST CAVE. I
KNOW YOU. DOWN TO
THE SMALLEST
HAH. WHAT :
s THERE FOR APSPPET? P A You '
T ‘OUR
OF THE WORLD  THE STRINGS THAT MOVE MOTHER WAS
WOULD SBRVE _ yOU HAVE BEEN CENTURIES NO MORE THAN A
YOU? IN THE WEAVING. YOUR BROOD MARE TO n
FATHER WAS CHOSEN BY THE THEIR PLANS. AND
WHITE TOWER, LIKE A THOSE PLANS
STALLION ROPED AND LED LEAD TO YOUR
TO HIS BUSINESS. DEATH. A

<l S0 THERE 15
MY FATHER SOME SPIRIT IN
WAS A GOOD MAN, YOU AFTER ALL. LITTLE
AND MY MOTHER A Goop IT WILL DO YOU.
GOOD WOMAN, THE AMYRLIN SEAT WILL
DON'T YOU 7ALK USE YOU UNTIL YOU ARE
D ABOUT THEM! \ © AN CONSUMED.

JUST AS DAVIAN
WAS USED, AND YURIAN
STONEBOW, AND GUAIRE
AMALASAN, AND RAOLIN
DARKSBANE. JUST AS
LOGAN 15 BEING USED.
USED UNTIL THERE IS
NOTHING LEFT
OF YoU.

o Y

YOU... ARE
BOUND IN SHAYOL
GHUL. YOU AND ALL THE
FORSAKEN. BOUND BY
THE CREATOR UNTIL THE
END OF TIME. YOU
ARE BOUND.
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1 5T00D
AT LEWS THERIN
KINSLAYER'S SIDE WHEN
HE DID THE DEED THAT NAMED. HAVE You
HIM, IT WAS T WHO TOLD HM To ¥ o BVESOU
KILL EVERY LIVNG PERSON — | EVER HEARD L
WHO LOVED HiM, OR WHOM He  MAR SCREMA!
LOVED, AND IT WAS I WHO GAVE v
HIM THE MOMENT OF SANITY -
\ " IO KNOW WHAT HE HE COULD HAVE
HAD DONE. STRUCK AT ME THEN.
HE COULD NOT HAVE WON, BUT
HE COULD HAVE TRIED. INSTEAD,
HE CALLED DOWN HI5 PRECIOUS
ONE POWER UPON HIMSELF, 50
MUCH THAT THE EARTH SPLIT
- OPEN AND REARED UP
I WHISPERED N PRAGONMOUNT TO MARK

PR PRTUR HARKWING'S Ea%, HiS TOMB.
'AND THE LENGTH AND BREADTH
OF LAND AES SEDA| DIED. 1
WHISPERED AGAIN, AND THE HIGH
KING SENT HIS ARMIES ACROSS
THE ARYTH OCEAN, AND SEALED
TWO DOOMS: THe DOOM OF
HIS DREAM OF ONE LAND
AND A DOOM YET
TO COME.

AT HIS DEATHBED
1 WAS THERE WHEN HIS
COUNCILORS TOLD HIM ONLY
AES SEDAI COULD SAVE HIS LIFE.
1 SPOKE, AND HE ORDERED HIS
COUNCILORS TO THE STAKE. 1
SPOKE, AND THE HIGH KING'S
LAST WORDS WERE FOR

WHEN MEN SUCH
TR NN e e AS THESE COULD NOT

STAND AGAINST ME, WHAT
CHANCE DO YOU HAVE? YOU
WILL SERVE ME, OR YOU WILL
DANCE ON AES SEDAI STRINGS
UNTIL YOU D/E — AND THEN YOU






