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ARCAPIA, 1939.
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./ HA. ToueH N/
. GHY. BIG BOSS, <)
= YOU CAN'T DO [
S NOTHIN' TOME
" You SToLE =z ¥ i
A ALREADY
OR GET SOME PEAD! HA HA
MORE OF THIS., HA HA!
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HEY, BOSS, THAT SON
OF A BITCH CAN'T SAY NOTHIN'
LOOK AT ‘'IM, HE'S DEAD

YOU, GORILLA- HEAD,
DON'T YOUs HEAR THIS GHY LAUGHIN'
AT ME?

YOU TWO GOOP-FOR-NOTHIN'G
GO DOWN TO TWENTY- THIRD
STREET AND GET ME THAT
WEASEL - FREAK THAT LIVES
WPSTAIRS FROM THE
LIBRARY,

DON'T HURT
'IM, JUST BRING
‘IM, AND...




HERBERT, I HAVE A SITHATION

HERE. THIS RAT BASTARD IS VINCENT

“THE PIPE” GASBINI. HE I5A LIAR

AND A THIEF AND I CUT "IM P
WITH AN AX.

THE PROBLEM
1 THE BASTARD'S
STILL LAUGHIN' AT ME.
MY A650OCIATES PO
NOT HEAR HIM LAHGH-
IN’ AT ME, PO YOW

DO YON BELIEVE
THIS PEAD BASTARP 16
LAUGHIN' AT MEF

POISON, APAD-RA
SIOTHER COMPELS, THEE,
MOTHE L .
HE WHO WALKS IN DARK- 46,-2,%”"}‘5@32“ FOR
NESS COMPELS THEE, HE THEE, VAULTS OF GOGG
CHTS THEE OFF, HE 6PITS GAPE WIPE FOR THEE, AND THOM
THEE OUT, AND THOH SHALT PWELL FOREVER IN THE
WEAR AND NOT STRONG Q4
BLIND AND DOST NOT SEE. = aAMA
THOM LIFTEST NOT THY
FACE FOR FEAR, THOMH

ART TURNED BACK AND

FINDEST NOT THY WAY.

0




NOT SO FAST, HERB.

CAN'T LET YOU WALK OUTTA
HERE KNOWIN' VINNIE *THE
PIPE” GOT THE LAST LAHGH

/

WHAT YOW'RE TALKIN'

ABouUT, BUT T DON'T HEAR

(M LAHGHIN' ANYMORE,,
AND THAT'S GOOP

AND IT WON'T
HURT SO MHCH.
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SEYMOMR GLUCK, PARAPSYCHOLO-
BIST ANP FORMER PRESIPENT OF THE

I BELIEVE
THE SPILLED BLOOD
OF ARCADIA HAS
COLLECTEPR IN SOME
SUBTERRANEAN
GROTTO BENEATH
THAT CITY,

NO CITY IN AMERICA CAN MATCH ARCADIA’S
HISTORY OF GANGLAND-STYLE VIOLENT CRIME.

A HUNDPRED YEARS OF MOB WAR OVER GAMBLING,
PROSTITUTION, PRUGS, WHATEVER, A CENTURY
OF THUSS KILLING EACH OTHER IN THE STREET
WITH WAY TOO MANY INNOCENT PEOPLE
GETTING CAUGHT IN THE MIDPLE,

WHERE DOES ALL

KEEP
THAT BLOOP 60O% MOVIN',

PINHEAD,

IT HAS, IN
FACT, BECOME A
SORT OF LIVING

CREATURE-- AN EVIL,
CONTROLLING BRAIN,
CORRUPTING THE LIVES
OF THE PEOPLE OF THAT
CITY, POLLUTING THE
VERY ATMOSPHERE OF
THE PLACE ANP
MAKING IT A
BREEPING GROHND
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... AND 6HOSTS."

SHE'S
HERE, HELLBOY.
CLOSE,

A GHOST THAT HUNTS, A GHOST
THAT KILLS PECPLE, THAT'S WHAT
WE'RE LOOKING FOR. AND I DON'T
MEAN THE KIND THAT PHSHES YO
A FLIGHT OF STAIRS, OR
BS THE WHEEL WHEN YOW’RE
DRIVING. T MEAN THE KIND THAT
CHTS YOM IN HALF WITH A PAIR OF
45 AUTOMATICS,

ML NI
I'VE BEEN ARCUND A LONG

TIME, AND 1'VE NEVER HEARD
- OF ANYTHING LIKE HER, ’

JOSEPHINE T, GANT, PSYCHIC. FIELD

AGENT FOR THE BUREAH FOR PARA-

NORMAL RESEARCH ANP DEFENSE
SINCE 1989,

S SN SN\ T
¥4

I'VE NEVER FELT ANYTHING
LIKE HER. THERE'S ANGER COMING
OFF HER LIKE HEAT..,

IT'SHER,JO2 ¥
THERE'S A DEAD GHY A

1,
AROUND THE w SHE &

HUNTING...

F T T T
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HEY, MR, MANNETTI,
WHERE ATI}E YAZ IDID
1T...

IF SHE'S A GHOST--

A REAL GHOST-- THEN
SHE'S ONE OF A KIND,
AND THE BUREAH WANTS
HER., WHATEVER SHE 15,
SHE HAS TO STOP
SHOOTING PEOPLE...




NO MONEY,
EDPY, MANNETT|
LEFT YOM FOR

THE COPS ...

HEY!
HEY! WHAT'S
BGOIN’
ON%!

EDDY,
WHERE ARE YOM
BOING TO RUN

COME OUT
HERE WHERE
ICAN £;EE




\ HELp You
HELP ME! CAN .
SOMEBODY! EDDY, YOU KILLED
ol > WILLIAM LHCHSINGER
. OUT THERE
I COULPASK HIM
SOME IMPORTANT
GUESTIONS...

E
HELP YOU, LADY, BHT
I WE CAN PO THIS THE HaRko

/)

lf OF LIFE MAGAZINE r‘

A COMPLE YEARS AGO y ( ‘

A --*THE WORLD'S s \ - e
GREATEST PARANOR

MAL INVESTIGATOR
TURNS
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CAN YO
NOT RECALL
MY FACE?

/‘“
& ’u’bm i

@‘“

DEMONS ARE NOT OF
YOHR OWN MAKING#
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WHAT CREATURES
ARE THESE THAT KEEP YOH
FROM MY EMBRACE # WHOSE
AGENTS ARE THEYZ LOOK
CLOSE HPON THEM.,.

IT 15 ONLY
BECANGE YOU
ARE SO CLOSE
TO THE END OF
YOUR SEARCH

1 HAVE
COME TO
G/VE. IN MY HAND,

REST AND SWEET
OBLIVION,

THE KEY IS
YOND MY
GRASP, BUT 1 KNOW
ITS SHAPE,




YOM ARE

UNIQHE
AND YOHR

SHFFERING IS

HELLBOY'S
HAND... BHT

POSSIBLE, HE RIGHE, TRAET
DOESN'T HAVE THAT KIS HAND
ANYTHING TO IS5 THE KEY

DO WITH ME, TO ALL THIS,

YOM ARE DEAD,
BHT YOW DWELL
AMONG

THE
LIVING, WHY2

THERE ARE
OTHER SPIRITS, BHT
NONE LIKE YO, NONE
HAVE THE POWERS
YOU HAVE,
WHY#Z

)

THAT WAS SOAME
INVESTIGATING ...










I DON'T
WNDERSTAND HoW
YOH'RE INVOLYED




ALMOST TOOK MY
NHH? ¥ HEAD OFF.,, SHOMLD HAVE
GONE ME THROUGH

SORR
SMACK IN THE HEAD, BHT YOW WERE
REALLY ASKING FOR (T,

NOW LET'S
TALK THIS--
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BROTHERS,
SHE 15 OMR
DELIVERER..







ARCAPDIA.

WE GOTA
CALL ABOWT
SHOTS FIRED,

NOW WE ARE

BOING IN

THERE--

9~ NO, YOU
ARE NOT
GOING IN THERE,
THIS IS 8.P. R.O*
| BUSINESS, AND /F
WE NEED You
WE'LL cALL
(]

||

[m—

0\

TRER!

487,

1 L — i
“...,THERE WAS A

VIOLENT CONFRONTATION
«s A MAN WAS KILLED,

A

“THEN IT WAS LIKE
AN OLD WOUND
OPENED UP..,

D

I DON'T
KNOW HOW LONG

HELLBOY
WEICANHOLD OnR SAIDTO LEAVE HiM
E IN THERE FOR
COPS.. AN HOUR.
t &
[5-2
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# THE BUREAU FOR PARANORMAL
RESEARCH AND DEFENSE

YOW'RE THE

PSYCHIC. CAN

YOW AT LEAST

TELL ME WHAT

HE’S UP TO?% umm..,
P

“ SOMETHING
HAPPENED IN
THERE A LONG
TIME AGO,

Y SORCERY...
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*... OFF THE FACE
OF THE EARTH. "

YOU HAVE

DONE SO WELL,
SUFFERED &0




YOUR SECRET
TORMENTOR,

UNPERSTAND
WHAT HEHAS TO

YOM TALKING TO,
LADY® INVISIBLE
T

~ 4’ 'l. : :
L”fﬂ»ﬁ'@d‘

STHFF, YOW'RE
REALLY GETTING
ME MAD, NOW.

7 LAST THING 1
REMEMBER, YO
/B WERE REARRANGING
A\ MY GHTS IN SOME
CRAPPY BUILDING
IN ARCADIA...

GHOS
A FRIENDS?
"y / 4 ;

KNOW MUCH, BUT

I KNOW THAT DOESN'T
SOUND LIKE

A GOOPD THING,
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W7 THis JusT
A «eers GeTTING
. WORBE!
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[ WUNEXPECTED.., BUT DO
NOT BE AFRAID, THIS TH'{NG

THAT YO¥ KEEP CHAINED
TO THE WORLD OF
LIVING MEN,

KNOW THE PEACE
OF THE 7
GRAVEHI’ ( ») 'ﬂ\

highordiglly




DELIVER
YOURSELF
INTO MY
HANDS!

" WHO THE
HELL IS THAT
TALKING *

I DON'T KNOW
WHAT YOM ARE,

CREATHRE, BUT
YOHU'RE IN MY WAY--

--AND THAT
CAN'T
HAPPEN!
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DELIVERED
YOURSELF.
YOU ARE INCHES
FROM
PARADISE,







OKAY,
THAT'S IT!

YOWU START
TALKING R/IGHT




IS HE
DEAD20DID
YOU KiLL

HIM?

THE HAND
SHOMLD BE STRHCK
OFF WHILE THE BODY
YET LIVES, SO IT 1S
WRITTEN IN THE
TESTAMENT OF
MULLGE.

JUST TELL ME,
WHAT DOES HELLBOY
HAVE TO DO

WITH MEZ

BUT YOU
SAID HE WAS
THE KEY...

IN TRUTH,
HE HAS
NOTHING TO

DO WITH YOu
AT ALL.

THE HAND
1S UNRELATED
TO YOU EéGE‘PT

IN IT!
RELATIONSHIP
TO ALL HUMAN
ANIMALS,

Ll




HA! GIRL, YOU
ARE THE QUEEN OF FOOLS,
BETRAYER OF ALL
MANKIND!

NOTHING OF THE
LIFE YOU HAVE HAD,
BUT YON WEAR YOHR
MISERY LIKE A CROWN

FOR ALL TO SEE.

WHAT LITTLE

EFFORT TO TURN YOU
TO MY PURPOSE.

7 KIND WORDS
AND EMPTY
PROMISES, THESE
ARE THE KEYS
THAT UNLOCK MY
PRISON

ONLY T SMILE TO LOOK
UPON YOU-- EVEN AS THE
EXECUTIONER LOOKS WITH

FAVOR UPON HIS i
BLUNTED SWORD.

TRUTH, GIRL,
YOUR BODY 1S NOT
TOO UNPLEASANT, I MAY
MAKE SOME USE OF

YOU WHEN THE BUTCHER
WORK IS DONE,




NOW, TO THAT WORK
AND FREEDOM AND REVENSE.
OH, THAT THOSE TREACHEROUS
PRIESTS OF CHALDAEA COULD BE
ALIVE STILL TO WITNESS THE OVER-
THROW OF THEIR PLANS, THEIR
STONE GIANT, MY JAILER,
DESTROYED., WHAT PRISON
WALLS CAN HOLD ME NOW#®

THE HAND, DAMM A8
JHRR, HELD UP BEFORE US,
WE GO LIKE THUNDER INTO THEIR
WAKING WORLD. AND NO STONE
SHALL BE LEFT ONE UPON ANOTHER.
AND ALL THEIR GREEN FIELDS
LAID WASTE, AND ALL THE
RIVERS RUN WITH BLOOD,

BROTHERS!
BROTHERS! OUR TIME
1S5 COME AT LAST--THE

AGE OF RUIN!

LIKE THE
EARTHQUAKE,
FIRE, AND
GRAVEL..,




WEAPON CAN HAVE

i E 4 y/
M ( /s %
vy / ¥ NO POWER AGAINSTME!Y)
/ / AND EVEN MORE SAD THE '
/ ‘ EFFORT BECAUSEYOU 80/ &
I/ 1SS YOHR
[% :> /
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MERCILESS
LAL,

WHO HEAPED 50 MANY
CHUT-OFF HEADS AT THE
ISHTAR GATE OF BABYLON
THAT THE MIGHTY TOWER

ALL THE HANGING
GARDENS
WEPT.




THAT OBJECT IS
UNKNOWN TO ME, BUT...
THAT NAME..,

THAT'S
THE MASK
TALKING,
ISN'T IT,
HERB %

RINGS A
BELL, DOESN'T
IT2

RECOGNIZE
THIS,..2 YOUR
WALLET 2!

I BET ALAL
1S ONE OF
THOSE DRIED-
UP BUYS OVER
THERE,

YOW RE HERBERT
1ZZO. ©15 23rd STREET,
APARTMENT B,
ARCADIA.

ALAL THE
PAIN IN THE ASS!
THAT'S THE
MASK, HERB.

<
4@D

P 0'700,0 orxx;

AT AL

, HERBERT
i 1ZZO. THAT'S
m YoM,

4

i
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-
—~ YOU FOOL!
HE 16 TRYING TO i
DECEIVE i

HOW DID
YOU KNOW THE
WALLET WAS

HIG#




“WORLD'S
GREATEST

PARANORMAL
INVESTIGATOR...”

«~BUT T DON’T

HIS HEAD.,.,

KNOW WHO THAT GHY IS,
MAYBE I SHOWULD HAVE
ASKED HIM BEFORE 1

STUCK THAT BIG AX IN

MUST BE
THE GMY IN
THE
BATHTUB.

7 (8
P IRV,




THERE /S A
GWUY IN THE
BATHTUB!

50, NOW
DO YOU WANT TO
TELL ME WHAT THAT
WAS ALL

A
ABOUT#

YOU'VE GOT SOME
YOU WANT *UNRESOLYED LIFE ISSUES.”
ME TO MASK-BOY COULD TELL, HE
GUESS? FED YOU A COUPLE OF Goop
LINES AND WORKED YOU LIKE
A PUPPET TO GET ME.

LADY, T WORK WITH
A LOT OF GHYS SMARTER
THAN ME, THEY SENT ME HERE
TO OFFER YOU SOME HELP, BUT
I THINK YOU'VE GOT A LOT OF
YOUR OWN STUFF TO WORK
OUT BEFORE ANYONE
CAN DO ANYTHING
FOR YOM.






YOU GETTING
ANY IMPRESSIONS
FROM OUR eHOST

FRIEND?Z

*.« THAT SOUNDS
ABOUT RIGHT,”




MIGNOLA’S THUMBNAILS

LAUGHING
PIGMAN DESIGN

RATHER THAN WRITING A
detailed script for this story,

Mike Mignola created rough layouts,
or thumbnails, for Scott Benefiel to
draw from. As you can see on this and
the following page, Mike not only
worked out the action to take place in
the panels, but the light and dark
composition of the pages, lending the
book some of the atmosphere Hellboy

fans are used to.

Sonathing Uhethis G
Re cuy 7
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