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Trump—easily offended as usual-would later refer
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And that was that. Ten years. The eighties. Bloom County was right for the decade...and no more. But | wasn't going away quite yet.
Come to think of it, Donald Trump and | have had about the same unsquashable career trajectory.—BB
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I can't remember but I'd really, really like to think | was giggling during the inking of this one. If | wasn't, | should have
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Not that it isn’t redundantly clear at this point, but this pretty much sums up the depth of my philosophical exploration of life.
In other words: don't bother trying to figure it all out. If you're looking for the truth in life, get someone to laugh.—BB
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The last line is the only memorable line of George H. Bush's career of speechifying. Of course, it was actually Peggy Noonan's line. And it was vivid
testimony that we should dismiss every speech by every politician—Obama surely included—as twaddle unless we're threatened by death.-BB
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is the Pulitzer Prize-winning creator of Bloom County. He was born in Southern
California and raised in Texas. As a University of Texas student he created what would
be the precursor to Bloom County for The Daily Texan, The Academia Waltz. Two small
collections of Waltz were self-published by Breathed and generated enough profits to
comfortably pay his tuition. They remain much sought-after collectibles to this day.

Breathed's initial success brought him to the attention of The Washington Post, and an
offer to create a nationally syndicated newspaper strip. On December 8, 1980, Bloom
County launched in twelve papers, a number that would eventually rise to a peak of
1,200 with a combined readership of over 75 million people. Licensing, especially of
Opus, would transition Bloom County from cult favorite to a phenomenon, one poised
to enter the American zeitgeist. Loose Tails, the first Bloom County collection, began
with a printing of 10,000. It went on to sell over one million copies.

On August 6, 1989, Breathed ended Bloom County. Later that year he would begin
Outland, a Sunday-only newspaper strip that featured several Bloom County regulars,
including Opus. It ran for six years. A final Sunday strip, the self-titled Opus, was
published from 2003 until late 2008. Breathed is also an acclaimed children’s book
author and his first novel, Flawed Dogs: The Shocking Raid on Westminster, was
recently released.

He lives in California with his wife and two children, and is an avid outdoorsman and
supporter of animal-rights causes and wildlife conservation issues.

For more on Berkeley Breathed and all his creations, please visit www.berkeleybreathed.com
or find him on Facebook to stay current with new announcements, developments, musings, and products.
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INTRODUCTION
by Berkeley Breathed

In a Seattle restaurant during a freezing Northwest February of 1989, I sat across from one of the top executives of the Washington Post and
watched as his face took on an expression of existential bewilderment.

“You're going to quit?” He said.

““Quit’ is such an unpleasant word,” I said. “T prefer ‘head to pasture.” Unless the Washington Post company returns the ownership and copyright
of my own cartoon characters back to me.”

He stared at me like—I'm guessing—the natives in the Caribbean stared at Columbus when he asked where Bombay might be.

“But cartoonists simply don’t get ownership of their material.”

“Then they'll quit.”

He took this in for a moment.

“But they don’t do that either.”

He was right on both counts. The sun was about to set on many aspects of cartooning culture, including the indentured servitude of artists.
Change never happens easily. Funny that so many rarely get in front of it. This chap was struggling to catch up.

It had been a good run of nine years since I'd started a flawed and unprofessional comic strip while still damp from my college years at the
University of Texas. The syndicate was earning millions on books, syndication, and merchandise with Bloom County. And as successful comics do, they
never end. Ever. They're like the Energizer bunny, banging away lucratively into the horizon until the sun blows up.

The gobsmackification of the Washington Post’s hapless executive can be excused because no comic artist I was familiar with had ever suggested
such a thing before in the long, brutish history of comic strip syndication.” Not even Charles Schulz owned his own material. Technically, Sparky
Schulz and everyone else were employees of the corporations that merely sent their stuff around in envelopes.

We could be fired from our own art.

As with everything else in my relationship to the industry that I'd stumbled into, this seemed deeply, deeply odd. Regarding my syndicate, I
couldn’t help shake the feeling that they were my employee.

Which is what I was suggesting. He found the idea funny. Less so my suggestion to quit. This was the existentially bewildering part. It made no
sense. Comic strips are money-printing plants. You don’t stop them. Ever. As one doesn’t cut off the skin from one’s own feet to sew into shoes for
padding.

A similar thing was delicately proposed by filmmaker James Cameron to Fox Chairman and CEO Bill Mechanic about seven years later when

* Editor’s Note: Breathed is referring to cartoonists actempting to renegotiate and gain ownership
of existing strips from syndicates...not, for example, creators like Chic Young, who quit the successful
Dumb Dora and used his clout as leverage to get ownership of his next strip—Blondie.
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Mechanic had made a pilgrimage to the Titanic movie set to ask about
the skyrocketing budget. As the story goes, Cameron—the employee—
looked at the Chairman of Fox Studios and said, “You're not fucking
me. I'm fucking you.”

Mechanic instinctively understood the new lay of the land and
signed over more money. I should have said it as simply as Cameron,
because it took months for the truth to sink into my syndicate’s head,
spun by a hundred years of tradition. I was still threatening to walk only
weeks shy of my deadline. The editors were nearly to the point of trying
to figure out how to draw Opus’s nose in the correct, delicate proportion
when they finally realized I'd lost my mind and was actually going to
stop sending them strips to send to the one thousand newspapers around
the world waiting for them.

I received a new contract granting me full ownership of all my
characters.

I happily continued drawing for several more months.

Then I quit.

I had—as you might have guessed—planned to do that from the
beginning. Bur not without ownership of my work firmly and legally
in my hands.

I know what you're thinking and you’re probably right. That was—
to use a delicate Victorian phrase—a dickish thing to do. On the other
hand, they were dicks to claim ownership of Opus. I like to think the
entire affair was Dickensian.

I tell this story here, in this volume, because it bridges the next
ones. Bloom County’s lifespan as a daily comic strip was pre-determined

at birth to last about a decade for reasons too varied and boorish to once
again blather on about. Between the culture, myself, and the strip’s
organic halflife, it had to end.

But I wasn’t done having comic fun.

T'was just going to do it once a week rather than seven. This would
not ever warm the hearts of the declining numbers of newspaper comic
readers. But it would salvage my mind...an item, as you might have
heard, that is a terrible thing to waste. Bill Watterson and Gary Larsen
were salvaged soon after mine.

I normally like starting trends. This one, not so much.

Bloom County ended what many agree was the zenith decade of
modern daily newspaper comic art and humor. The Internet would
begin the slide southward during the nineties,

and eventually sweep the daily comic strip almost entirely away
with the second decade of the new millennium.

Me, I turned to books and film. But as the next two volumes
testify...not entirely.

Thank you for enjoying the Bloom County years with me.

Berkeley Breathed
July 11, 2011
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