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Rules

1) We only play together, never separately.

2) No exchanging of contact information other than the
joint email and messaging app we’ll be using.

3) No taking one for the team. Both of us need to be
attracted to the other person.

4) No monster cock dudes.

5) Transparency and honesty in all things.

6) Condoms for any penetration (unless it's us, of
course).

7) If either of us isn’t into it at any point (even mid-sex)
we stop and leave and promise not to be mad about it.

8) I’ll do the online chatting to vet people, but I'll
pretend to be you.

9) The goal is variety, so let’s limit the number of times
we hook up with the same couple to prevent possible
emotional attachment.

10) No individual outside contact of any kind with people
we've played with.

We always do our communication together. If this happens
by accident (one of us runs into a play partner at the
grocery store) we tell the other immediately.

I THE IPEA OF CATHY |
HAVING SEx WiTH

OTl HEIZ ME!|
TERRIFIES ME.

E LIKED THAT I WAS THE
Y GUY SHE'D BEEN
WITH, BUT SHE WAS LUCKY
NUMBE! THIIZTEEN FOR
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[z AM REALL‘/ TORN ABOUT
G UT IF I

OF HER FRIENDS.

I IZEALLY DON'T WANT MY PARENTS FINDING
UT ABOUT THIS. THEY LOVE CATHY AND
THEY'D PROBABLY JUST ROLL THEIR EYES AT
MY DOING THIS...BUT I THINK THEY'D LIKE
HER LESS IF THEY FOUND OUT.

)] I KNOW I SHOULD BE
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Welcome to Volume 2 of SWING! The first volume was more about Cathy and Dan'’s
relationship with each other, this volume delves into actual swinging with couples, parties
and club experiences.

@ THE IDEA OF CATHY

I'D NEVER BEEN
WITH A WOMAN
@ ) BEFORE ALL THIS.

HAVING SEX WITH
OTHER MEN
TERRIFIES ME.

NARRATIVE
We have more of the his and her narrative boxes in this volume. | like narrative because it
explores the space between what characters say and what they're thinking. As a writer, |
find the differences there fascinating. In the first few drafts | wrote for this volume | had
a LOT more narrative and | ended up stripping out most of it. It slowed the pacing down
and was somewhat repetitive of what was shown in the art. Having the characters explain
what we can clearly see in the artwork either by facial expression or the setting is a classic
writer 101 fail.

Most of the narrative | kept was Cathy’s. This is intentional as she is the one spearheading
the lifestyle. It also is more about her journey and her trying to find a balance in her life.

FEMALE-LED SWINGING COUPLES MORE SUCCESSFUL

There are no hard statistics on this, but I've spoken and interviewed hundreds of swinger
couples at this point and most of the longer-term ones have told me that the woman
initiated the idea of it. What | included as the reasoning in the story is conjecture on my
part. | really don’t know. When | asked people why they never really had a good answer.
It's a little less “skeevy” when the woman is on point though. That’s not a great word to
describe it, but | can’t think of a better one.

DAN CHATTING PRETENDING HE
IS CATHY

| won't out anyone, but | know someone
who does this. He claims it makes him
feel more comfortable about the guy
and the whole experience. That line in
the book where Dan talks about how he
needs to like the guy for it to work is
a real thing that I've heard from many
male swingers in the couple.

All the conversations Dan has on this page are actual conversations people shared with me.

SITUATIONS IN THIS BOOK REALISTIC?

The big debate about slice-of-life stories is always, are they realistic? Every swinging scene
in this book, and all the fights the couple had as part of it, were either related to me by
people or personally witnessed by me. There is always the eyewitness bias, but this is about
as realistic as you can get...warts and all. | tried to show some of the emotional hurdles
and problems people have embarking on this. Jealousy is a HUGE issue and springs up for
people that have even been doing this for years. People do break up over swinging, but
this is usually because they started doing it for the wrong reasons. The worst reason to
swing is to try and salvage a relationship. These situations will magnify both the flaws and
strengths of a relationship. It isn‘t for most people. If this is something you're interested
in trying, take it slow and be open and honest about your thoughts and feelings. | had the
characters say this in multiple places and almost stripped some of it out for repetitiveness
but decided not to since it's so central and key to this whole lifestyle.
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FREQUENCY

How often do people swing? This is again couple-specific. I've met couples that do it as an
annual thing just to scratch that itch. I've also met couples that do it every week and it’s
a way of life for them or a hobby. There are no easy answers to any of these questions so
again, if you want to try this please take it slow and have LOTS of communication.

MY OTHER BOOKS

If SWING is the only book of mine you've ever read, thank you! | appreciate your support.
Try one of my others, though. I've written so many. You can also read the first issues of
many of our other books here for free to try them before buying:

https://topcow.com/comics/free-2/
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Thanks as always for reading my books and if you enjoyed this book please recommend
it to a friend. You can reach me at any of my social media here if you have any questions,
comments or want to relate a story you experienced.

Carpe Diem!

Matt Hawkins
Twitter: @topcowmatt | http://www.facebook.com/selfloathingnarcissist
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FAKES AND FLAKES

This is the number one complaint | hear from people in the lifestyle. I've never actually
done online dating myself, so it could be very similar to issues people have with regular
online dating...feel free to share your war stories on my Twitter or Facebook I'd love to
hear them! The single dudes collecting pictures was one of the more fascinating things |
came across. Some guys apparently have zero interest in meeting anyone but get off on
getting these couples or the woman to share nude pics. This is dishonest so | categorize
this as not consensual and is uncool. The flakes just don’t show up or “ghost” people. |
wonder if this is people that were fakes and decided to flake, but who knows. I've heard
war stories about both.

SINGLE PEOPLE INTO COUPLES

This is a real thing and the unicorn title for single girls made me laugh so hard when
someone explained it to me that | had to share it in the story. Every culture, hobby and
subculture has its own language. It was interesting discovering the language of swinging.
The unicorns, when real, are often women recently out of a long-term relationship and
they are looking to have some fun without it being anything serious. So the key to them is
to strike before they couple back up or you might miss a narrow window of opportunity.

COUPLES PLAYING APART

Some couples will play separately. This means the woman or man will hook up with a
couple or other people as an individual even though they have a partner. Sometimes
"partners” are not actually in a relationship but “friends with benefits” that seek out these
kinds of encounters together. For a couple like Dan and Cathy, playing apart would never
be an option and they would likely prefer couples in a longer-term relationship. Equal
stakes is key. If they are both married or in a long-term relationship then they both have
‘more to lose if things go bad or if anyone develops an emotional attachment. Sometimes
emotional attachments are part of what people are looking for, but that’s more polyamory
or an open relationship. There is no cookie cutter way of doing this, every couple decides
what their own boundaries are.

SWINGERS ARE NOT ASHAMED OF WHAT THEY DO

Part of the reason SWING and SUNSTONE are so successful is that the people who enjoy
this type of lifestyle are not ashamed of what they do, and they support a sex-positive
version of what they practice. | guarantee you know at least one swinger couple, but
they'd never tell you unless they knew you wouldn’t think less of them for it. Some lifestyle
couples are very open about it and everyone knows. Others are secretive and keep that
part of their lives compartmentalized. To each their own, whatever makes people happy
is fine with me as long as it's consensual and doesn’t involve animals, children or serious
injury (or death).
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OPEN MIND AND FULLY EXPLORE
MY SEXUALITY...BUT DAN AND 1
. DON'T SEEM TO BE IN SYNC
WITH IT ALL YET.

HE SEEMS
TO LIKE THIS
) THOUGH.
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HER NIPPLES
ARE CRAZY
SENSITIVE.

SOUNDS
GOOD.

T'D NEVER BEEN
WITH A WOMAN
Q BEFORE ALL THIS.
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Dan and Cathy’s swinging adventures continue in this
SUNSTONE spin-off as they explore their love and
boundaries—and discover that trust is the key to it all.
From writer Matt Hawkins (THINK TANK, STAIRWAY),
and artists Yishan Li (SUGAR, PARADOX GIRL) and
Linda Sejic (BLOOD STAIN).

“Top Cow'’s sex-and-relationship-
focused books are proving to be a great
alternative for grown-up comic readers.”
—NOELLE ADAMS, CRITICAL HIT
GOODREADS
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BUT 8 YEARS AND TWO. KIDS LATER,
THE MAGIC STARTED TO FADE.

ROUTINE REPLACED ROMANCE.

DAN STARTED, TEACHING HIGH
SCHOOL ENGUISH --

AND) SPENTIMORE] TIME

GRINDING AWAYJATIRPGS THAN
WRITINGIHISINOVEL. CATHY ENDED UP INKTHE]
ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTR)

COURTING CLIENTSHA! ”

IMORENTHEYADRIETEDATHE BUT THEY LOVED EACH OTHER. wﬁy 1D NTEWANTATOIFEELATHIS)
REFEMPTATIONIIOOMEDY ww

fIHEVABOTHIWANTEDATC

I THINK I'D LIKE
TO TRY THAT.
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In the last

volume of

P;/N LINCOLNIWAS A BRIGHT
YOUNG, GRADISTUDENT AND A
GLFTEDIWRITER... 5

DETERMINED TO CRAFT THE
INEXT GREAT AMERICAN
NOVEL.

-

© ey,

WHEN THEY/FIRSTIMET;
SPARKS FLEW!

AND WHEN THEIR FLING TURNED
INTO SOMETHING DEEPER...

THEY FOUND THEMSELVES
FACING A NEW CHALLENGE --
TOGETHER.
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WATCHING MY HUSBAND
WITH ANOTHER WOMAN
o KIND OF TURNS ME ON.

THAT'S CALLED
COMPERSION.

IT'S THE
OPPOSITE OF
JEALOUSY.

IT MEANS TO FEEL JOY
AND EXCITEMENT
WATCHING SOMEONE YOU
LOVE FEEL PLEASURE...
EVEN WHEN [T'S WITH
SOMEONE ELSE.
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Aphrodite IX: Rebirth, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-828-0)

Blood Stain, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-544-3)

Bonehead, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-0664-6)

Cyber Force: Awakening, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-0980-7)

The Darkness: Origins, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-097-0)

Death Vigil, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-278-7)

Dissonance, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-0742-1)

Eclipse, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-0038-5)

Eden’s Fall, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-0065-1)

The Freeze, OGN
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-1211-1)

God Complex, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-0657-8)

Paradox Girl, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-1220-3)

Port of Earth, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-0646-2)

Postal, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-342-5)

Sugar, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-1641-7)

Sunstone, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-212-1)

Swing, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-0516-8)

Symmetry, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-699-0)

The Tithe, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-63215-324-1)

Think Tank, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-60706-660-6)

Vindication, OGN
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-1237-1)

Warframe, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-0512-0)

Infinite Dark, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-1056-8)

Witchblade 2017, Volume 1
(ISBN: 978-1-5343-0685-1)

For more ISBN and ordering information on our latest collections go to:

www.topcow.com

Ask your retailer about our catalogue of collected editions,
digests, and hard covers or check the listings at:

Barnes and Noble, Amazon.com,
and other fine retailers.

To find your nearest comic shop go to:
www.comicshoplocator.com
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SO WITH DEBBLE'S HELP, CATHY
HATCHED A PLAN.

NO STRANGERS, NO SPECIAL
CLUBS --

JUST GOOD. OLD-FASHIONED
SEDUCTION.
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LT

AHEONEYAWORRY WAS -

e COULD. THEY KEEP IT UP?
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