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<The stars,
padwa.*>

*Translated from alien sp�ch. --Ed.

<They are a map
for the gods

to fo
ow, yes?>

<That is right,
my child.>

<I have such a
smart son.>

<But the stars are
never the same.>

<How wi
 they
find us?>

<And if they
ca�ot find us,
how wi
 they
answer our
o�erings? >

<S�h,
my son.>

<You do not
remember the
time before
planetfa�.> <But

I do.>
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<You must
not wo�y.>

<The
gods…>

<…are
already
here.>

<And they wait
for greater
sacrifices…>

<…for those
who find this
forbi�en
place…>



<“…by traveling the
same path they 
once navigated.”> 
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Salvage vessel Cortés.
GSS-15612122
Approach velocity.
Pre-landing protocols
activated.

Crew:
Norris, Joel
Tennyson, Cheryl
Isaacs, Sean
Enwright, Gloria
Franco, Nate
Lennon, Keith
Clark, James
Cooper, Alex

Hypersleep/Drone
Protocols activated.
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N�n…

Tennyson, Cheryl.
Operations Of�cer.

12



Up and at ’em,
folks.

Our brains have
b�n turned o�

long enough,
don’t you

think?

Norris, Joel.
Captain.

What
the--

is that
snow?

Why the He� is
it snowing on

my ship?

Might be a glitch
in life su�ort.
The scru�ers,

maybe.

Environmental
systems have always
b�n a bit tweaked

on this bucket.

Franco, Nate.
Mechanic.

Whatever it is,
Franco, I don’t

like it.

Get it
fixed.

I… dreamed
of snow.

Enwright, Gloria.
Medical.
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Nobody
dreams during

zom-time,
Glory.

Isaacs, Sean.
Pilot/Navigator.

Speak for
yourself,

is
cs.

I was
dreaming of a
home-c�ked

meal.

Cooper, Alex.
Field Technician.

Last
drop.

You know
you say that
every time,

right?

Lennon, Keith.
Loadmaster.

Yeah… We�,
one day it might
come true.

Like
Glory’s
snow.

Whoa.

Clark, James.
Field Technician.
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Thar she
blows.

Lonely
Orphan.

A nomad…
a rogue.

No planetary system…
no star… to ca�

its own.

What
do you
think?

We can’t
be the only
salvage crew
to pick up the

signal.
We’re the

only operation
anywhere
nearby.

The only
lo�ed

op.

Planet
could be

crawling with
poachers.

C’mon,
Ji y.

Let’s prep the
weapons. Be�er be

worth it.
You know how it’s

su�osed to work. The
transmi�ion’s not

specific.

But
it’s specific
enough.
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“There’s a payload out there.

“Hopefu�y, a big one.”

I’m reading a hospitable
atmosphere. We can breathe

out there.

The atmosphere is
dense and the planet core
is heated… but it’s sti�

pre�y cold.

Winds are
high. Lots of dust

and debris.

We’� n�d
the suits for
protection.

Also… I
can use the extra
protection for

my junk.

None
of you ladies

want to s� any
chafing down

there.

Charming,
Le­on.

Stand clear. Opening
the airlock in five.

Bring
me back

something
pre�y,
folks.

Make
jokes after

you’ve fixed the
life su�ort,

Franco.

Maybe
you’re right.

Maybe it’s just
a glitch.

But I don’t
want to be on

the return trip home
when we realized you
underestimated

the problem.
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We�…

…it’s
ugly.

Remember when
people used to
think space was
beautiful?

Before interste�ar
travel, every scientist with
a ’scope might as we� have

b�n a love-struck
poet.

Now,
though, I

realize they
were a�
fu� of
shit.

Razor rock…
treacherous f�ting…

poisonous vapors.
I don’t s�

beauty. I s�
danger.

And…
like you said…
a whole lot

of ugly.

The signal’s
strong. We’re
not far as the

crow flies.

That’s
the g�d

news.

And the
bad?
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it’s
coming from
somewhere in
that mountain

range.

Couldn’t
land the

Cortés any
closer.

Hope
everybody’s
nutrient mix
was heavy on

protein.

Ma�ing
can find a path,
but this might

be a hike.

Watch
your f�ting.
it could get

tricky.

Oh.

L�k
at this.

Sensors
say it’s pu�ing

o  heat. And
l�k at the

way it glows…
and reacts to

touch.

Not
everything
here is so

unpleasant,
huh?
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Yeah… Not
everything.

Don’t
fa� behind,
a� right?

Hnh?

Hey…

Did
any of you

s�--
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anything?

it’s a
graveyard.

The
signal…

the beacon…
this is where
it’s coming

from.

There must be
dozens of ships

here. There’s
no te�ing what
we might find in

their holds.

You should
have brought
a few more

trunks.
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First
things
first. We find

the beacon
and shut it

down.

We’re
damn lucky

we’re the first
to catch the

scent.

Maybe
we’re
not.

Maybe
these ships…

maybe they a�
fo�owed the
signal here.

And
a� of them
crashed in
the same

spot?

How’s
that

work?

Do
you hear

that?

Sounds
like--

breathing.
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Are
those…

…lungs?
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Let’s
find what we’re
l�king for and
get the fuck out

of here.

Over
here!

L�k
at this!

Who put
this here?
What does

it say?

L�ks
like a

warning
to me.

I
thought
I saw

someone.

Earlier.
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I
thought

maybe I saw
someone

fo�owing
us.

A� these
downed
ships…

…got me to
wondering.

You sure
the beacon’s not

a distre�
signal?

There’s
profit out

here.

I hope
he’s right.

This
crew hasn’t

s�n a black
ledger in
months.

And
if this is
another
waste of

time?

You’re
a doctor,

Glory.

You know
as we� as
anyone…

…a
terminal
patient can
only limp
along for
so long.
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Don’t
let him
ra�le

you.

He’s
just one of
those guys,

y’know?

Always
on edge
while on
the job.

it’s not
that.

I was…
I was

thinking.

About
those… lungs…
and about some

of the dead
bodies we came

acro�.

“it l�ked like
their life su�ort

was damaged.

“it l�ked like
they su�oca--”

Whu--?
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Get
down!

What is
that?!

What is
that?!

Glory…

Are
you--

Hht!

Ji�y!

E��--
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Sonova--

N��g…

Nononono--



J-Ji�y? He’s
gone!

Gone!

it’s no
g�d!

it’s t� big
for n�dlers!

What the
fuck?



it
could…

…it
might…

…come
back.

Back to
the Cortés,

then. The
payload--

Did you
s� what just

ha�ened?

Forget the
payload!

You’re not going
to talk to me
like that on

my op!
I’�

leave your
so�y a� on this
rock before I

let you--

She’s right!
This op is a

bust!

I’m not going
through another
clusterfuck…

not like on
Aegis!

Once is
go�amned

enough!

Back
to the ship
and back
home!

N-No. We… we
shouldn’t have

come here in the
first place.

And
now…

31



…ain’t
none of us

ever ge�ing
o� this
planet.







Who are
they?

What
do they
want?

Do… do
we talk to

them? L�k at
them!

Talk?

Whatever they are…
they’re co�ected

to that… …that
creature
that ki�ed

Ji�y!

I
won’t let

them--

No�is--
wait. They

aren’t
a�acking

us.

Not yet,
they’re not!

Why would we
give them the

chance?

Take your
hand o� my

weapon.

I’m sti� in
charge here,

C�per!

I’m not saying
otherwise.

You start
firing, though,
and they wi�

a�ack.

You
saw how

ine�ectual
our guns were

before…
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…how
fast that
thing t�k

Ji�y.

I don’t
want to
die out
here.

I don’t
want any

more of us
to die.

Glory--
are you ge�ing
any readings

o� them?
is there
anything

you can te�
us about

them?

The readings are
a� wrong.

I think
maybe the

sca�er was
damaged.

I’m
picking them

up… but they’re
not giving o�
any kind of
life signs.

As far as
the sca�er’s
concerned?



they’re
dead.

That’s
bu�shit!

They’re
right in front
of us! They’re

moving!

Like I said, the
reading’s a	

wrong.

The sca�er
might be
busted.

…or it might be
the same interference
that’s k�ping us from

co�unicating with
the Cortés.

Why are they
just standing

there?

What
are they
waiting
for?

They’re
right in the

way.

That
creature

could come
back at any

time. One way or
another--

Alex! …C�per…
What are you

doing?

if I start
sh�ting--

--that
means I

made a big
mistake.
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Oh,
Lord…

…don’t
let this be a

mistake.
I’ve got

t� much to
live for.

Tulip back
home.

A�a Marie
on Siryn.

Dara
on Pre on

Station.

Sadie on
Trinosis.

What’s-
her-name on

Kravik.

Constance
on Vadislav.

Thank you,
you beautiful,

beautiful
ladies.

God ble�
your l�se
morals.

it’s a�
right!

Come
on past
them!

38



The
gear.

Leave
it.

it’s
not like

it’s going to
do us any

g
d.

it’s like
they want

to s� what
we’re going

to do.

They’re just…
spectators!

Spectators.

More like
scarecrows. Burn it back

to the ship,
people.

I’� n�d
to figure out

some other way
to pay our

debts.

if we’re
not profiting,
I want o  this

world.

I’�
forego my

shares, if that
helps.

I don’t
care.

I just
get the f�ling,
staying here any
longer is going

to--



“What scares you?”



“What scares you?”



I mean,
d�p
down.

What
are you

afraid of,
is	cs?

What?

What
does it
ma�er?

Just
something
that’s b�n
on my mind,
I gue�. Something

to talk about
to pa� the

time.

There must be
something.

I’m not sure what
I’m afraid of,

Te�yson.

Something.

Nothing.

What about
you?
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I gue�…

…maybe
it scares me
that there’s

nothing
left…

…nothing
out there…

…nothing
new to

discover.

We land
on a rock,

we take what we
want, we fly o�

to the next
rock.

it’s
a� very
empty.

You’re
screwing
with me,
right?

Or are you sti� a
li�le spacey from

hyper-sl­p?

I’m serious.
I’ve b­n thinking

about it a
lot.

I’m
starting to

wonder if this
is my last

tour.

Have
you told

No�is any
of this?

No, but
he must
suspect.

Everything’s
b­n o� for
me ever since

Aegis--

Go�a
ask me what

I’m afraid of,
Te�yson?
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Because
I have some
thoughts.

Go for it,
Franco.

First
things first,

I’m afraid I’m
not go�a get

these scru�ers
fixed before the

Captain gets
back.

No�is
wi� have my

a� if it’s sti�
snowing on-

board.

Maybe
you should

shut up and get
back to work

then.

Hey,
don’t be
like that.

I know
I don’t have
one of those
seat-widening
control deck

jobs…

…but I
can multi-

task.

Where
the He�’s this

ice coming
from?

What was
that?

Nh? Oh,
nothing,
nothing.

Where
was I?

You
know what
I’m scared

of?

Same as
the rest of

you…

…if you’d
admit it…

…I’m afraid of
being stuck on

this ship for
the rest of

my life.
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Out for
months at
a time…

…sl�pwalking
around this ship

during
zom-time…

…your
body shut

down…

Doesn’t that
cr�p you the

fuck out?

Knowing your
body is shambling

around, k�ping this
ship ru�ing.

And the
whole time,
this ship’s

systems are
k�ping you

alive.

You
know what
Te
ance

does?

I don’t
know if

I’ve ever
told you

this.

He can’t
stand when
I go out on
these trips,

y’know?

Says he can s�
himself ge­ing
older while I
stay young.

Says he
can s� it, even

though it’s only a
few months at

a time.
So he

goes into
d�p sl�p
whenever I’m

away, now.

That should
do it.

He said he’d
even go zom if

he n�ded
to.

That way,
he could do

stu� around the
apartment… water

the plants…
that kind of

thing…

…but
I told him
to fuck the
plants…

…because I
can’t stomach
the idea of

him…

…being…
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Te�ance…?

What’s
that,

Franco?

I
mi�ed
that.

He’s
here.

He’s
right
here.

But this
can’t be
right.

He
can’t--



Y�e��agh!

Franco!

Franco--
what’s

wrong?

N-no-
no-no-
no…

Te�ance,
what are

you…

…the
wires…

pu
ing me
tight…

…why
are you…

We’re
coming,
Franco! Hang

tight!

Get it
o�. 

…o� of
me…



G��g…

Talk
to me!

Franco?
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Can you
hear me,
Franco?

Franco!

Where
are you?

Te�yson--
wait!

Hold
up!

Bl�d… but
what the fuck

ha�ened?

Where
is he? I don’t

know… but
l�k.

Two sets of
f�tprints.

Who…?

Who
else is
on this
ship?

“Whatever you do…
no su�en moves…”



They’rE
just like the

others.

They’re
not going to

hurt us.

Where did
they come

from?

They
weren’t here

before.

And
there are

so many of
them.

Sca�ers
would have

detected the
movement.

You don’t
think…

…that
thing, when

it flew
past…

…could
it have left
these guys

behind?

Like it
was sowing

a field?
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Stow that
shit.

These… things…
whatever they

are…

they’re wearing
spacesuits, for

fuck’s sake.

They
weren’t

planted
here.

if they
were.

…what
would

they grow
into?

What
are they
doing?

What
are they
doing?

They’re like
insects.
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What’s your
meaning?

Sort
of, at
least.

I think
maybe…

they’re like
ante�ae.

They’re
f�ling us

out. sensing
something.

They’re
co�unicating.

but with
what?

You know
damn we� what
they’re doing.

They’re
ca�ing

that thing
back.

They’re le�ing
it know where

to find us.

The
longer
we stay
here… …the more

likely we end
up like
Ji�y.

“This is bad…”



…isn’t
it? You

already
know the
answer.

Asking
me isn’t going

to change what
we find.

Makes
me f�l
be�er.

tricks me
into thinking
there might

be--

There’s not,
a� right? From the

l�ks of it,
someone came

in here and
gra�ed
Franco.

L�k
at a� the

bl�d.

You’re the
co­anding

o�icer on this
ve�el. You
can’t trade

in hope.

Right. Think
thr� steps

ahead. We must
a�ume Franco’s
dead, and if he’s

not, he won’t
be much use

to us.

But it’s
more important
we figure out
who else is on

board...

...And
ki� them.
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They
left the

ship!

Why
would they
leave the

ship?

Problem
solved,
I say.

Leave
them out--

No, is�cs. We
have to check

it out.

Franco’s
part of this

crew. Based on
these tracks, he’s

sti  moving on
his own two

f�t.

And the
entire salvage

crew is out there,
t�. They could
stumble right into

whoever t�k
Franco.

A 
right.

You’re
the bo�. At least,

you make bad
ca s like every

other bo�
I’ve ever
known.



Jesus!

Franco!

What’s
wrong with

him?

Who is
that with

him?

Whoever
it is--

W�…

…what…

…what is
this?

What’s
ha	ened

to--
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Franco!







You hear
that?

it’s
coming
back!

That…
thing… it’s
coming back

for us!

I’m not
detecting
anything.

Maybe…
this time…

it’s just the
wind.

Maybe.

But those sca�ers
are twitchy at best
when the weather’s

hostile.

it’s
strange.

The
beacon--

the one
that brought

us here in
the first
place…

…is coming
through
strong.

Nothing
else is clear,
but that signal

is--
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Forget
that

signal!

Hey!

Now…
everybody
just calm

down!

No
is--

Who
gives a

fuck about
the signal,

Keith?

Do
you?

That
signal

brought
us here!

it
brought

us here to
die!

it brought
us here so this
planet could

ki� us!

He’s
cracking

up.

isn’t
there

something
you could

give--

No.

Not
until we get
back to the

Cortés.

We n­d
to k­p
moving.
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--We
n�d him
on his
f�t.

Shouldn’t
have brought

us here. This…
this isn’t

Aegis. But I
sti� shouldn’t
have brought

us here.

Hey, man…
it’s go�a be

a� right.

We’re not
far from the ship
now. We’re going

home.

Just…
let me ca­y that
n�dler for you,

a� right?

What if they
come for us?

What if we
can’t protect
ourselves?

With any luck, we’�
never s� that

thing again. And
if it comes
back, we’�

hear it.

I’� give
the gun back to
you before it’s
time to start

sh�ting.



Please…
you have to
understand.

We
mean you no

harm.

We’re
not your
enemies.

They can’t
understand

you.

They’re not
listening.

They
ki�ed Franco
and they’re

going to ki�
us, t�!

What do you
think they’re

saying?

They…

…Are they
talking about what
they’re going to

do to us?

62



Oh… Oh God!
Oh fuck! They’re

going to ki

us, aren’t

they?!

They’re
going to
sacrifice

us!

No! No!

I won’t
let them!

is�cs--
stop it! You’re not

helping!

Get
away from

me!
Get

back!

What is
that?

I
won’t
eat--

��u�!



���F�H!

What did
you give

him?

S�’okay,
Te
yson.

S�’okay.

I’m
not ’fraid
anymore.

I’m not
scared at

a�.

What
are you
doing?

Where
are you
taking
him?

Wait!
Please!
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Wait!
Wait!

Please!

You
don’t have

to do
this!

I’m a�
right.

I
understand

now.

I’m not
afraid.

They
don’t want
us to be
afraid.

They
don’t want

us to…

…because
that brings

the--



N�o!



You
bastards!

We weren’t
going to hurt

you!

You didn’t
have to--

what…

no!

I
don’t--

P�t!

What is
that?

What
did you

give
me?

P�t!

What
is it?

I…



“…I’m not afraid.”

What the
fuck?

it’s
Franco!

Oh my
God!

Who
did this
to him?

What
ha�ened
to him?

Why is
he a�--

Who
the He� is

that?



He must
be part of

whatever crew
hit us.

Scavs.

They
ambushed
the ship.

Te�yson!
is�cs!

Are you
here?

Are you
a� right?

There’s
something

inside
him…

…hiding.

betrayed him...
betrayed a� of us.

from the inside.

...I
think... ...I think

I want my
gun back

now.

Hold on,
now. Just

relax.

Whoever did
this, they’re
gone, now.

They
aren’t--





Captain!

Sh�t
it, Keith!

Get
it o�
him! I don’t

have a clear
shot!

Gh�ey�ah!

Ki�!

Kiii��l--

He…
he was

already
dead!

That
thing
it--



it’s
dead…

…I
think…

No�is
is… he’s
gone.

What was
that?

it came
out of

Franco’s
body…

it was
Franco’s
body--

Maybe not so
close, Glory.

We don’t
know…

…whatever
ha�ened
to Franco,
it might be

contagious.

Y-yeah.
You’re
right.

Of
course.

But
this is
just…

What
the He� is
ha�ening

here?



Maybe No�is
was right.

He said
the signal lured

us here so the planet
could ki� us,

y’know? Maybe
that’s what has

ha�ened.

But I’m
not dying

here.

The rest
of the crew’s

mi�ing.

That
includes
our pilot.

We could
fly the ship
ourselves if
we n­ded

to.

You
know
that.

Yeah,
I know.

But I
don’t know
if Te�yson

and is�cs are
alive or
dead.

You
can take a

gue�.

But I
won’t.

And I don’t
think we can just

abandon them without
finding out.

We’re a�
going to die

here.

Every
last one
of us.

But…
yeah.

Yeah.

Let’s
grab what we
can from the

armory…
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“…and let’s go find our crew.”

Not
afraid.

I’m
safe.

because
I’m not
afraid.



I’m
safe.

I’m a�
right.
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Alicia on
New Tokyo.

Arie�e… no,
Abigail… on the

Undaunted.

e�y
on that spice

freighter.



Te�yson!

Are you
a� right?

Are
you--

I’m
fine.

I’m not
scared
at a�.

Yeah…

…you
and me
both.

is�cs,
where is

he?
Did

anybody
s� him?

L�k at
what we

did.
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You didn’t
pu� the
tri�er.

Your
conscience
is clear.

And so
is mine.

They were
going to ki�

Te�yson.

For a�
we know, they

murdered is�cs
before we got

here.

I
know.

I
just--

L k
at this
thing.

L ks
familiar,
doesn’t

it? L ks
like that
creature.

And I
think these…

people… were
worshi�ing

it.
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Are
we being
hunted…

…by a
god?

Te�yson,
where’s
is	cs?

What
ha�ened
to him?

He wasn’t
afraid.

When
they ki�ed

him.

…he was
fr� from

fear.

Christ!

Keith,
we n�d to
get o  this

rock.

Yeah… and
before the tribe
regroups and
comes back

for us.

Guys--
you should
s� this.
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I
think…

…this is
the history

of this
world.







This isn’t just
another salvage

operation.

This is something
more than just
another planet.

This is
He
.

And
we’re not the
first to land

here.

We
know
we’re
not.

A�
those crashed
starships we

saw…

…they
were

su�oned
here…

…just
like us.

I don’t
believe
in He
,
Glory.

You
should.

Because
that’s where

we are.

And
we’re not
going to
leave.

We’re
tra­ed

here with the
rest of
them.

it’s
He�. And

that’s the
Devil.
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Yeah?

We�,
fuck that

guy.

I’m not
staying on
this rock.

None of
us are.

We’ve
lost is�cs…
but betw�n

the four of us,
we can pilot
the Cortés

home.

Make that
“betw�n the
thr� of us,”

Le on.

I
don’t think
Te yson’s
go a be of
much use to
us anytime

s�n.

Whatever
those E.T.s gave to
her, it’s fried her

n�dle.

Don’t be
afraid.

They…
don’t want
you to be
afraid.

Don’t you
s�?

The
planet ble�es
us… with those
things we find

te�ifying.

The
tribe… were

only trying to save
their people… from
things others have

brought to this
world.
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Nightmares
aren’t

indigenous
here.

Glory--
are you
with us?

We’re ge�ing
out of here,

right?

We’re
leaving--

and we’re not
l�king
back.

We…
had to ki�

them.

Didn’t
we?

if
we didn’t

ki� them…
they would have

murdered
us.

They
would have

sacrificed us
to their--

Fear
is the
alien.



Jesus! They’re
dead!

How are
they moving
if they’re

dead?

You did
this.

You
s� that

now?

Your fear
brought them

back.

86



Be�e on
Sari�ar.

helena on
isrigrad.

Bo�ie from
Alabam--

A�!

The
n�dlers--

Unf! --they’re
not even

slowing them
down!
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You
already

ki�ed them
once!

The
n�dlers

aren’t going
to ki� them

again! 

Nothing
wi� ki�

them.

Nothing…
because you’re

afraid they
can’t die.

Come
on!

Get
out of
there!

Run!

Oh,
God--

it’s a�
right.

I’m not
scared.

I’m not
afraid at

a�.
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�AGH!

Move! They’re
slow!

We can
outrun
them!

it’s like
you said,
Glory.

Let’s
get out of

here.

89



We…

…I think
we lost
them…

…I don’t
s� them

anywhere…

As s	n as we
get to the ship…
I want Te�yson

in a sl�p
tube.

Alex--
do a quick life
su�ort check.

There was something
twitchy with the
scru�ers when

we landed.

Not
much we can do

about it now, but
if you spot anything

obviously out of
whack, sound

o�.

I’� prep
the ship for

launch.

We’re
go�a

make it,
Glory.

We’re
go�a get
o� this
planet.

Just hold
it together a
li�le longer,

okay?

Did I ever te�
you why I went into

medicine?

Did
I ever te�
you the real

reason?

Helping
people, that’s

a� we� and g	d,
but it’s not why I
wanted to be a

doctor.
it was

because I’m
afraid of

death.



A�
right.
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“Let’s make it ha�en.”

Bo
ie from
Alabama.

Alicia on
New Tokyo.

Abigail on the
Undaunted.

Snow.

And it
snowed
on the
ship.

I
dreamed
of snow.
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We did
it.

We
fucking
did it. I don’t

know that
I’ve ever b	n

ha�ier to
take o�.

We’re not
in orbit

yet.

We n	d
to purge spent
fuel before

exit.

Give it a few
more minutes
before you
celebrate.

Te�yson? She’s sl	ping
peacefu�y.

Routine
bio-diagnostics

show her toxicology
as o�-the-

charts.

I don’t
know what sort
of drugs they

gave her--

I wish
I had
some. it kept

her calm…
kept her

from being
afraid.

And--
frankly--
I’m about
to shit my
pants right

now.
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I’m
not sure

she’� ever
be herself

again.

Those
drugs, at

those levels…
they might

have caused
permanent

trauma.

Hey--I didn’t
mean to be a

jacka�.

I’m just
talking,
y’know.

Trying to
lighten the

m�d.

This planeT--
Lonely Orphan…
there’s something

here.

Something
that brings the
things we fear

to life.

it makes
nightmares

into something
real.

What could
do something

like that? And if
that’s the

case, how could
anyone survive

here?

How
could any native
civilization take

r�t?

it’s like
Te�yson

said. The
nightmares

are…
alien.

I think
someone--maybe
on one of those
crashed ships--

brought whatever
this is to this

world.

Doesn’t
ma�er.

in a few
minutes,
we’� be
gone.

And
we won’t
ever set
f�t on
this--

Mother
of God--







We’re
done!

The
ship’s going

down!

The
escape
pods!

if we
hu�y… we

can get o�
the ship!

Come
on!



Te�yson!

We can’t
just leave

her! We
have
to--

No time!

We’�
never make

it!

She’s
lost--do you
understand?

She’s
lost!

don’t
wo�y.

“She’s not afraid.”
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We’re not go�a be
able to program in

a destination.

But these
pods aren’t
designed to

go far.

There
are trackers
on board,

so once you
land, stay

close.

Blasting
out at this
elevation…

…wi� the pods
even survive a

landing?

Keith--

Keith!

Alex!



ah…

Ah,
God!

Hu�y!

You
have to
evac!

You
have to
get--
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Don’t
drag your

fucking f�t,
man!

Don’t
wo
y about

me!

I’�
be right
behind
you!

I’� s�
you on the
ground!

She
was right,

wasn’t
she? This

place.

This is
He�.

And
we’re never

ge ing
out.

There were other
ships planetside.

We’�
find one that

works.

We’�
patch it together
from scrap if we

n�d--

Keith!
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{Gasp!}

N��…









Wh-what is
this?

Can
you…

Can
you help

me?
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Wait!

I’m
not going
to hurt

you.

I
just…

…I just
want to
know…

…what's
ha
ening

to us.
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This
ship.

“I’ve s�n it before.”

They
were…

worshiping
it.



Alex?

You
made

it!

My escape
pod crashed
not far from

here.

Glory--
the Cortés is

gone.
Everyone
is gone.

I
know.

You're
hurt.

I
should
l�k at

that.
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Y-Yeah.

But not
here.

That
thing's

sti
 out
there.

We n�d
to take
shelter.

I think
I know where

we can
hide.

Cut it
out!

Stop
stru�ling!

What
are you

so--
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--afraid
of?

L�k
at them

a�.

Where did
they come

from?

People--
humans!

H-he�o!

We're the
crew of the

Cortés.
We

crashed
here!

Do any
of you have
transport?

Do
any of you have
co�unications

capability?

Why
won't
they-- Alex.

They're not
people.

They're
not real.

I
think… …I think

he conjured
them up…

…I think
he created

them…

“…because  
he's afraid.”

Afraid?
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--afraid
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L�k
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a�.
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“…because  
he's afraid.”

Afraid?
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They're
changing!

They're
ca�ing that

thing! is
he doing
that?

is he
ca�ing

it?

Stop
it! Send it

back!

Send it
away or I
swear--

He's not
contro�ing

it, Alex.

He's
scared.

Scared
of us.

“Scared of what we bring.”
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We
can't stay

here.

What are you
doing?

Trying to get
inside that

ship?

That
thing is sealed up
tight. The d	r's
sealed in crystal

formations.

You
don't think
you can get
inside, do

you?

That's
what I’m
afraid

of.

Ah--
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How?

How
did you do

that?

I’m
frightened.

I’m
frightened by
what we'� find

inside.

The face of
God.

I’m
scared
to l�k

at it.

And so
the planet
wants me
to s�.

Maybe we
shouldn't--

We
don’t have a

choice.
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What
is this,
Glory?

What are
we doing

here?

What
are you
l�king

for?

I think this is
where it a�

started.

This
is a holy
place.

This is the
flesh and
bl�d of

God.

Glory. You've
lost it.

You're…



…sli�ing.

I’m
not.

The
aliens…

…they
worship this

place.

“…they revere it.”

Somehow…
the crystals
are the key.

“The crystals,
and this ship.”



I
think…

…whatever
is ha�ening

here…

…its
because
of this

ve
el…

“it's because of the people on board.”

The crystals are
indigenous to this

world…

…and
maybe they've

always reacted to the
emotional states of

those around
them…

…but
something
changed…

“…changed when this ship landed.”

This ship
brought--



Oh!





Come
on!

Alex--
Alex…

…I’m…

…I’m so
so�y…
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Glory?

Glory--
where are

you?

Don't
leave
me!

A-Alex?

Glory? Please,
don't leave

me here.

Please--
I’m so
afraid.

I don't
want to be

alone.

I’m so
scared.

Where
are you,
Glo-r�-
r�-r�-

r�--



This one…
he's sti�

alive.
But the

crystals… …they
ruptured the

ship…

…the sl�p
chambers…

Fenrix J.

ESPer 0003



He's
not just a
sl�per. He's a

dreamer… and
ESPer.

A
psychic.

He's
tra�ed.

Somehow
kept alive by the

crystals.

Locked in
nightmares.

And the
crystals…

amplify
his psychic
abilities.



He picks
up on our
dreams…

…our
fears…

…making
them real…

I was
afraid I’d
have to do

this.

{Gasp!}



The
wind…

…I
don't
hear
it…

it's
over. I

think.

The
nightmares--

they've
ended.

Wait!
Where

are you
going?

Don't--



R�-
r�-r�-

r�k-kr�-
r�.
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*Translated from the alien sp�ch. --Ed.

<What do they
te� us?*>

<They te� us
many things,

child.> <They are ever-
changing.>

<Just as our
lives are ever-

changing.>

<I’m
frightened,

Padwa.>
<I know,
my son.> <I am,

t�.>

<And I think,
for the first
time, that is
a� right.>

<Wi� fear
not bring the
monsters?>

<I do not
know what it
wi� bring,
my son.>

<But not
monsters.>

<No.>
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<The last of the
monsters have
come for us…>

<…and they made
themselves into

our gods.>
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The salvage vessel Cort�s tracks the Lonely Orphan, a 

planet with no star system to call its own. Somewhere 
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inhabitants welcome them as sacrifices to an elder god.

Stranded on a murderous, seemingly intelligent planet, 

the crew of the Cort�s must reevaluate what it truly 

means to survive, and what they are willing to do in 
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