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“I’m not going to hang up a
Christmas stocking this year...
I’ve decided it’s not scriptural!”





“Two stockings?
Why not two stockings?
I have two feet, don’t I?”









“A Christmas stocking?  
I don’t know if I will or not...

Did Beethoven hang up a
Christmas stocking?”





“I’m not a bit worried... the way 
I see it, how can Santa help 

but bring a lot of presents to 
a little girl who has naturally

curly hair?”





“Grownups are the ones who
puzzle me at Christmastime...

Who, but a grownup, would ruin 
a beautiful holiday season for
himself by suddenly attempting

to correspond with four 
hundred people he doesn’t  

see all year?”





“What worries me most is how
Santa Claus is going to find

where I live... On our block, all
the houses look alike!”





“Do you realize there’s no place
in this house to hang a

Christmas stocking? I say let’s
sue the architect!”





“She’s right...
how can you hang a Christmas
stocking on a thermostat?”





“A house with no fireplace!
Oh, the trials of being part of

the wrong generation!”





“Somehow this doesn’t seem
to be the solution!”





“it’s almost midnight...
Good grief!

I feel like the chairman
of the Board during an

industrial crisis!”





“Think of something!
Think of something!

Santa Claus will be here any
minute, and all you do is say

your stomach hurts!”









“Big brothers know everything...
Merry Christmas, Charlie Brown!”
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When “Charlie Brown’s Christmas Stocking” first appeared as a little 
booklet bound into the December, 1963 issue of Good Housekeep-
ing, it was ahead of its time. The Peanuts characters were not yet 
linked to Christmas in people’s minds. After all, the Peanuts book 
Christmas is Together-Time wouldn’t come out until the following 
year. More importantly, the TV special A Charlie Brown Christmas 
wouldn’t air for two years.

However, the Peanuts gift book Happiness is a Warm Puppy had 
come out the previous year, and spent more than 40 weeks on the 
best-seller lists, so it was understandable that Good Housekeeping 
wanted to bring some of that Peanuts magic, declaring it their gift 
to the “12 million women” (and their husbands and children) who 
read their magazine.

Violet’s discussion of grownups “suddenly attempting to corre-
spond with four hundred people” is something that Schulz obviously 
understood. He and his first wife, Joyce, sent copies of “Charlie 
Brown’s Christmas Stocking” as their own Christmas card to friends.

About “Charlie Brown’s 
Christmas Stocking”



By the time that “The Christmas Story” was the cover feature in the 
December, 1968 issue of Woman’s Day magazine, A Charlie Brown 
Christmas was about to air for its third year. With that animated TV 
special having launched to high ratings and instant acclaim, the 
Peanuts crew was now associated with Christmas in many people’s 
minds. While the network had been concerned about the religious 
and biblical content, it proved to be part of the charm of the show. 
As such, it’s not surprising that Schulz opens this piece with Linus 
reading the Christmas story from the Gospel of Luke, the same 
material that had been a highlight of the TV special.

Women’s Day ran this story across four full-size pages, enlarging 
some panels and reducing others. For this edition, the story’s first 
appearance in print in over 40 years, the art has been restored to a 
more consistant size.

About “The Christmas Story”



Charles Monroe Schulz was born in Minnesota in November of 
1922. It was only days later that he earned himself the nickname 
“Sparky,” after Sparkplug, a horse in the comic strip Barney Google. 
And so comics filled his life from the very beginning.

In grade school, he would decorate his classmates’ notebooks 
with popular cartoon characters. He first landed on the newspaper 
comics page in 1937, when his drawing of the family dog was in-
cluded in “Ripley’s Believe It or Not!”

A correspondence course taught him to be a better artist, and 
serving in the Army in World War II built his confidence. He be-
came an instructor at the same correspondence school he had once 
learned from.

Schulz joined the ranks of cartooning professionals in 1947, 
creating single panel cartoons for the Catholic comic book Topix 
and for local newspapers. These newspaper cartoons were all 
about kids. When Schulz approached a syndicate about taking the 
newspaper “Li’l Folks” series national, they convinced him to switch 
to a multi-panel strip and saddled it with a new name, and thus 
“Peanuts” was born.

The new strip launched in a handful of papers in the fall of 1950. 

About the Author



By 1952, the first Peanuts strip collection was available in bookstores. 
The feature grew quickly in popularity and respect, landing Schulz 
the National Cartoonist Society’s Reuben Award for the first time  
in 1955.

Schulz tried to expand his cartooning base, creating a series 
of single-panel cartoons about teenagers for the Church of God’s 
Youth magazine from 1955 into the 1960s, and offering up a 
second newspaper feature, single-panel cartoons about recreational 
activities entitled “It’s Only a Game”, from 1957 through 1959. But 
the 1960s made it clear that “Peanuts” would be his life work as 
the series jumped from being merely a popular strip to being a pop 
cultural phenomenon. In 1962 Happiness is a Warm Puppy, a 
book of original Peanuts material, landed on the national best-seller 
lists and stayed there for most of a year.

1965 brought “A Charlie Brown Christmas,” the first full-length 
Peanuts cartoon. The Peanuts characters landed on stage in 1967’s 
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown. The decade closed with the 
December 1969 release of the first Peanuts movie, A Boy Named 
Charlie Brown.

Schulz crafted the strip all by himself for almost fifty years. Failing 
health caused him to announce his retirement from that effort in 
late 1999, allowing the strip to go into reruns rather than putting 
it in other hands. He passed away in February 2000, on the same 
weekend that the final original strip was in the papers.
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