
In this latest collection, romance is in the air: Charlie Brown’s attempt at 
flirting in class sends him to the school nurse, while Linus is thwarted in his 
attempt to woo “Lydia” of the many names. Other storylines include Snoopy’s 
sojourn in the hospital for a hockey-related knee injury, Sally’s bumpy career 
as a playwright, and Snoopy’s “kiss-and-tell” book. Plus Rerun, Spike, 
Peppermint Patty and Marcie... and Snoopy's feathered Beagle Scouts!
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It was an hour before George W. Bush 
was to make his forensics debut at a 

New Hampshire television station. At 
a nearby Holiday Inn, two well-known 
columnists and a visiting cartoonist were 
sharing pre-debate gossip over a meal of 
barbecue chicken. As they were finishing 
up, the conversation turned unexpectedly 
reflective.

“You know,” said the first scribe, 
“I wrote scores of columns condemning 

the Vietnam War, and it didn’t make the 
slightest bit of difference. With one small 
exception, nothing I have ever written has 
remotely affected an outcome.” The other 
columnist nodded solemnly. He too had 
no sense of ever having had any meaning-
ful effect on the course of events. Sighing 
deeply, the cartoonist reached for his slice 
of the same humble pie. He had made a lot 
of noise in his life, he admitted, but he had 
no pretensions about leaving the world a 



better place than he had found it. In fact, 
he knew of only two people in his profes-
sion who could make such a claim — Bill 
Mauldin and Charles Schulz.

Schulz, of course, would have 
narrowed that list down to one — 
Mauldin. Such was Mauldin’s stature 
in his eyes that Schulz paid him the 
extraordinary compliment of 
regularly referencing him in 
Peanuts (although because 
he was a grown-up, Mauldin 
could only appear off-panel). 
Schulz included him in full 
knowledge that most of his 
readers would have to ask 
their elders who Bill Mauldin 
was, but that was the point: 
If they didn’t know, they should. Mauldin 
had chronicled the grubby, dangerous lives 
of World War II soldiers, and millions of 
ordinary grunts like Pvt. “Sparky” Schulz 
had loved him for providing the balm 
of laughter when they needed it most. 

Mauldin, Schulz knew firsthand, had 
made a difference.

So has Schulz, profoundly, but 
you wouldn’t know it by him. It’s not 
that Schulz had been unmoved by the 
remarkable adulation that had come 
his way — he just never seemed to trust 
it much. For his colleagues, this has 

been perplexing, for 
they were among the 
first to appreciate how 
truly transformative 
his stripped-down little 
creation was. Peanuts 
was the first (and still 
the best) postmodern 
comic strip. Everything 
about it was different. 

The drawing was graphically austere but 
beautifully nuanced. It was populated with 
complicated, neurotic characters speaking 
smart, haiku-perfect dialogue. The stories 
were interwoven with allusions from 
religion, classical music, psychiatry and 
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philosophy. And such was Schulz’s quiet 
faith in the power of observational truth, 
he often passed up punch lines in favor 
of aphorisms and little throwaway codas 
— literary devices rarely seen in a gag-
oriented medium.

On the surface, Schulz’s message 
was filled with a uniquely American 
sense of optimism — “Li’l 
Folks” with big dreams, 
never giving up, always 
trudging out to the mound 
one more time. But the 
pain of sustaining that 
hope showed everywhere. 
Schulz subjected his 
clueless anti-hero Charlie 
Brown to the full range of 
childhood cruelties (it’s worth noting that 
the very first Peanuts punch line was, “I 
hate Charlie Brown”). His strip vibrated 
with ’50s alienation, making it, I always 
thought, the first Beat strip. Although 
Schulz would have said the very notion is 

preposterous and grandiose, he completely 
revolutionized the art form, deepening it, 
filling it with possibility, giving permission 
to all who followed to write from the heart 
and intellect.

I sometimes teased Sparky that my 
career was all his fault, but I’m far from 
alone. Study B.C. or Feiffer or Calvin and 

Hobbes or Bloom County 
carefully, and you’ll see 
his influence everywhere 
— stylistically, narratively, 
rhythmically. While the 
public at large regards 
Peanuts as a cherished part 
of our shared popular cul-
ture, cartoonists also see it 
as an irreplaceable source 

of purpose and pride, our gold standard for 
work that is both illuminating and aesthet-
ically sublime. More than a decade after 
his death, Schulz remains sorely missed 
by the many colleagues to whom his work 
was as good as it gets.











Page 11987



Page 2 January



Page 31987



Page 4 January



Page 51987



Page 6 January



Page 71987



Page 8 January



Page 91987



Page 10 January



Page 111987



Page 12 January



Page 131987



Page 14 February



Page 151987



Page 16 February



Page 171987



Page 18 February



Page 191987



Page 20 February



Page 211987



Page 22 February



Page 231987



Page 24 February



Page 251987



Page 26 March



Page 271987



Page 28 March



Page 291987



Page 30 March



Page 311987



Page 32 March



Page 331987



Page 34 March



Page 351987



Page 36 March



Page 371987



Page 38 March/April



Page 391987



Page 40 April



Page 411987



Page 42 April



Page 431987



Page 44 April



Page 451987



Page 46 April



Page 471987



Page 48 April



Page 491987



Page 50 April



Page 511987



Page 52 April/May



Page 531987



Page 54 May



Page 551987



Page 56 May



Page 571987



Page 58 May



Page 591987



Page 60 May



Page 611987



Page 62 May



Page 631987



Page 64 May



Page 651987



Page 66 June



Page 671987



Page 68 June



Page 691987



Page 70 June



Page 711987



Page 72 June



Page 731987



Page 74 June



Page 751987



Page 76 June



Page 771987



Page 78 June/July



Page 791987



Page 80 July



Page 811987



Page 82 July



Page 831987



Page 84 July



Page 851987



Page 86 July



Page 871987



Page 88 July



Page 891987



Page 90 July/August



Page 911987



Page 92 August



Page 931987



Page 94 August



Page 951987



Page 96 August



Page 971987



Page 98 August



Page 991987



Page 100 August



Page 1011987



Page 102 August



Page 1031987



Page 104 August/September



Page 1051987



Page 106 September



Page 1071987



Page 108 September



Page 1091987



Page 110 September



Page 1111987



Page 112 September



Page 1131987



Page 114 September



Page 1151987



Page 116 September



Page 1171987



Page 118 October



Page 1191987



Page 120 October



Page 1211987



Page 122 October



Page 1231987



Page 124 October



Page 1251987



Page 126 October



Page 1271987



Page 128 October



Page 1291987



Page 130 October/November



Page 1311987



Page 132 November



Page 1331987



Page 134 November



Page 1351987



Page 136 November



Page 1371987



Page 138 November



Page 1391987



Page 140 November



Page 1411987



Page 142 November



Page 1431987



Page 144 November/December



Page 1451987



Page 146 December



Page 1471987



Page 148 December



Page 1491987



Page 150 December



Page 1511987



Page 152 December



Page 1531987



Page 154 December



Page 1551987



Page 156 December/January



Page 1571987/1988



Page 158 January



Page 1591988



Page 160 January



Page 1611988



Page 162 January



Page 1631988



Page 164 January



Page 1651988



Page 166 January



Page 1671988



Page 168 January



Page 1691988



Page 170 January/February



Page 1711988



Page 172 February



Page 1731988



Page 174 February



Page 1751988



Page 176 February



Page 1771988



Page 178 February



Page 1791988



Page 180 February



Page 1811988



Page 182 February/March



Page 1831988



Page 184 March



Page 1851988



Page 186 March



Page 1871988



Page 188 March



Page 1891988



Page 190 March



Page 1911988



Page 192 March



Page 1931988



Page 194 March



Page 1951988



Page 196 March/April



Page 1971988



Page 198 April



Page 1991988



Page 200 April



Page 2011988



Page 202 April



Page 2031988



Page 204 April



Page 2051988



Page 206 April



Page 2071988



Page 208 April/May



Page 2091988



Page 210 May



Page 2111988



Page 212 May



Page 2131988



Page 214 May



Page 2151988



Page 216 May



Page 2171988



Page 218 May



Page 2191988



Page 220 May



Page 2211988



Page 222 May/June



Page 2231988



Page 224 June



Page 2251988



Page 226 June



Page 2271988



Page 228 June



Page 2291988



Page 230 June



Page 2311988



Page 232 June



Page 2331988



Page 234 June/July



Page 2351988



Page 236 July



Page 2371988



Page 238 July



Page 2391988



Page 240 July



Page 2411988



Page 242 July



Page 2431988



Page 244 July



Page 2451988



Page 246 July



Page 2471988



Page 248 July/August



Page 2491988



Page 250 August



Page 2511988



Page 252 August



Page 2531988



Page 254 August



Page 2551988



Page 256 August



Page 2571988



Page 258 August



Page 2591988



Page 260 August



Page 2611988



Page 262 September



Page 2631988



Page 264 September



Page 2651988



Page 266 September



Page 2671988



Page 268 September



Page 2691988



Page 270 September



Page 2711988



Page 272 September



Page 2731988



Page 274 September/October



Page 2751988



Page 276 October



Page 2771988



Page 278 October



Page 2791988



Page 280 October



Page 2811988



Page 282 October



Page 2831988



Page 284 October



Page 2851988



Page 286 October



Page 2871988



Page 288 October/November



Page 2891988



Page 290 November



Page 2911988



Page 292 November



Page 2931988



Page 294 November



Page 2951988



Page 296 November



Page 2971988



Page 298 November



Page 2991988



Page 300 November/December



Page 3011988



Page 302 December



Page 3031988



Page 304 December



Page 3051988



Page 306 December



Page 3071988



Page 308 December



Page 3091988



Page 310 December



Page 3111988



Page 312 December



Page 3131988







Page 316

747…212
“Aaugh!”…12, 34, 62, 75, 91, 

115, 119, 140, 150, 188, 218, 
265, 296

aerobics…43, 82
“Afternoon of a Faun”…204
assault rifle…307
autobiography…190
baseball...25, 27-28, 36-37, 41, 

52, 54, 59, 61, 73, 75, 79, 
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223, 225, 232, 236, 240, 248, 
253, 255, 261

beagle calendar…1
Beagle Scouts...67, 122, 168, 

205, 233-235, 239, 242, 280
Beau Geste...30
Beethoven, Ludvig van...52
beets...289
Bible verses...103, 151-152, 193, 

213, 240, 275

boombox…222
Brown, Charlie...2, 5-7, 9-10, 

12, 14-15, 17-20, 24-25, 27-34, 
36-37, 40-43, 47, 49-52, 54, 59, 
61-64, 66-67, 70, 72-73, 75-76, 
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117-119, 121, 123, 125-126, 
128, 130, 135-142, 144, 147-
148, 155-158, 160, 162-163, 
165-166, 168-170, 172-173, 
176, 178, 180-181, 183-187, 
189-190, 193-201, 204-207, 
211, 213-217, 219-223, 225-
227, 232, 234, 236-238, 240, 
243-245, 247-249, 251-253, 
255, 259, 261, 263, 265-269, 
271, 273-277, 279, 281-286, 
288, 291, 295, 298, 300, 303-
307, 309, 313

Brown, Sally...3, 5, 16-19, 23, 
29-30, 33, 39, 47, 61, 64, 69, 
73, 75, 79-80, 84, 86, 88, 90-91, 
100, 103, 106, 113, 115, 118, 
123, 126, 130, 135-136, 138-
139, 147-148, 152, 155-157, 
160, 162-163, 171-172, 176, 
178, 180-181, 192-194, 198-
200, 202, 207, 211, 213, 216-
217, 220, 222, 227, 232, 234, 

237-238, 243, 245-247, 249, 
251-253, 263, 265, 267-268, 
273-276, 281, 285-286, 288, 
291, 295, 298, 300-304, 309

bubble gum...14, 19, 78
bugs…45-46, 105
Cactus Club...61, 211
camp…73, 79, 84, 90, 232, 247
camping...235, 255-256, 258-259
candy canes...154

cards...143, 249
carpenter…24
carrot cake…214
cat next door…94, 116, 289, 

308, 312
chain letters...37
checkers…168
“Chestnuts Roasting…”…28
chocolate chip cookies...9, 32, 

157, 227
chocolate sundae…80
Christmas...145, 148, 149-154, 

156, 159, 300-301, 303-304, 
309-311

Clara…85, 87
cleats…174
coconut, distastefulness of…163
concert...40, 52, 71, 159-160, 

193, 196, 294
Conrad…242, 280

Crocodile Dundee…256
crumbs...2, 9, 118,167
“D-minus”...108, 118, 136, 174, 

183, 223-224
Daisy Hill Puppy Farm…110
dancing...99, 154, 206
Debussy, Claude…204
dentist...156, 286
doughnuts...82
Elgar, Edward…126
Eudora...70
Father’s Day...74, 230
fishing...83, 250, 307
Fleming, Peggy…105
football...5, 119-121, 127, 134, 

274, 284, 293, 299
Fort Zinderneuf...30-31, 34
fortune cookie…249
Franklin...106, 117, 217,219, 

223, 246, 274, 287
French...26, 57, 77, 210, 260
frog legs (sautéed)…207
“fussbudget”…117
Gabriel (see Geronimo)
Garagiola, Joe...172
Garfield…208
Geronimo (or Gabriel)…300- 

301, 303-304
golf...22, 30-31, 33-34, 39, 43, 

70, 72, 76, 125, 209, 216, 234, 
262, 288, 295
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Gone With the Wind II…231, 232
“Good Grief!”...37, 41, 138, 155, 

224, 289
gopher…95
grandparents…3, 76, 106, 110, 

139, 217, 219, 223, 251, 255, 
274, 304

Great Pumpkin...128, 130, 288
Gretzky, Wayne…138, 141
Halloween...128, 130, 288
Hardy, Thomas…252
hockey...129, 136, 138-139, 141, 

170, 312
homework...1, 9, 17, 34, 72, 172, 

181, 198, 211, 217, 220, 296, 
300, 309, 312

hot chocolate...42, 50
ice cream...65, 79-80, 245
“Joe Perfect”...286
Kermit the Frog…166
“Kilroy was here”...4
“kiss-and-tell” book...237-238
kites...18, 29, 63-64, 66, 194
knee surgery…139,141-144, 

182
lampshade...290
Lassie…286
Latin...243

Leland..121
lemmings…131
Lincoln, Abraham...23, 291
Little Red Haired Girl...6, 7, 

180-181
lipstick…15, 201
Lot…275
Lydia...12-13, 140, 150-151, 153, 

159, 162, 172, 174-175, 202, 
210, 231, 241, 294

Manley, Norman…39
Marcie...1, 3-4, 9, 26, 40, 44, 

48-49, 51-53, 60, 64, 67, 69, 
71-72, 84, 87-88, 90-91, 108, 
109, 118, 120, 126-127, 129, 
131, 136, 139, 141-142, 144, 
159-160, 169, 171-172, 183-
184, 186-189, 193, 196, 198, 
207-208, 210, 214, 224 231, 
246, 249-250, 255-256, 258-
260, 264-265, 267, 270-271, 
274, 282, 291, 293, 295-296, 
299-300, 310-312

marshmallows…67, 74, 235
math...17, 106, 123, 198, 199, 

216, 304, 
Mauldin, Bill...135, 292
May Queen...48-49, 51

Mickey Mouse shoes…162
mittens…180-181
Mother’s Day...56, 212

movie theater...219, 246, 276
New Year’s Eve...313
Noah…216
Oliver Twist…162
Patty (perhaps?)…2
Peppermint Patty...1, 3-4, 9, 15, 

40, 42-44, 48-49, 51-53, 60, 67, 
69, 71-72, 84, 85, 87-88, 90-91, 
99, 105, 108-109, 111, 117-118, 
120-121, 126-127, 129, 131, 
136, 144, 148, 159-160, 169, 
171-172, 177, 183-184, 186-
189, 193, 195-196, 198, 214, 
219, 224, 231, 250, 255-256, 
258-259, 262, 264-265, 267, 
270-271, 274, 279, 282, 287, 
291, 293-296, 299-300, 309-312

“Peter and the Wolf”...40, 71, 
159

piano...24, 52, 70, 117, 147, 158, 
252, 273, 307

“Piano Concerto for the Left 
Hand”...71

pizza…184, 189, 258
Pledge of Allegiance…111
“Pomp and Circumstance”…126
pool…98
Powell, William...30
prayer…105, 192-193, 211
psychiatric help...14, 66-67, 165-

166, 168, 197
pumpkin patch...130, 288
rabbit…168
rain...19, 45, 49-50, 54, 67, 93, 

102, 113, 130, 179, 200, 225, 
242, 253, 294

“Rats!”...38, 98, 112, 132, 156, 
163, 183, 247, 272-273

Ravel, Maurice...71
Raymond…280

Red Baron, The...57, 208, 210
root beer...57, 77, 135, 213, 260, 

290, 292
Rotary Club…88
Ruskin, John…204
Santa Claus...149, 154
Schroeder...24, 52, 59, 70, 96, 

117, 124, 147, 158, 195, 204, 
252, 268, 273, 307

Schubert, Franz…196
Shakespeare, William...79
Shane…273
shave…273
skateboard…89
skating…4
skiing...27
sledding...137

Snoopy...1-2, 4, 8-10, 13, 15-16, 
18-23, 26-27, 30-35, 38-40, 
42-43, 45-46, 50, 52, 55, 57-58, 
62-63, 67, 70, 72-73, 75-78, 
81-83, 89, 91-98, 100, 102, 104-
105, 107, 110, 112, 114, 116-
118, 122-125, 127, 129, 132-
133, 135-139, 141-142, 144-
147, 149, 154, 155-157, 162-
164, 165-166, 168-171, 173, 
175, 179, 182, 186, 189, 191, 
195-196, 201, 203-204, 206, 
208-209, 211-216, 218, 220, 
222, 225-229, 231-235, 237-
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244, 246-247, 252-254, 256-
260, 262, 266-270, 272, 274, 
277, 279, 280, 282-283, 286, 
288-289, 292, 295, 297-298, 
302, 305-308, 312-313

	      as python…254
	      as rattlesnake…93, 94
	      as vulture…40
	      as World Famous   

     Attorney...16, 73, 114, 240,  
     243, 258-259, 288, 301

	      as World Famous  
     Sergeant-Major of the 
     Foreign Legion...30-31,  
     33-34, 161

	      as World Famous     
     Surgeon...21-22, 72, 132-34,   
     165, 181, 234, 295

snow...2, 9-11, 27-28, 137-138, 
146, 161, 167, 173, 180-181, 
302, 304

snowman...11, 28, 146, 155, 
157, 302

Sophie…85, 87, 90, 99
Sopwith Camel...57
Spike...4, 8, 15, 20, 38, 56-58, 

60-61, 68, 74, 94, 100, 102, 
108, 145, 146, 191, 199, 211, 
216, 225-226, 228-230, 244, 
246, 268, 276, 290, 297, 309, 

Spuds MacKenzie…123

Summer Olympics…225-226, 
228-229

“Sweet Babboo”…130
swimming pool...98
Teddy Ruxpin…96
television...5, 69, 88, 115, 147, 

171, 202, 205, 207, 234, 240-
241, 243, 249, 253, 273, 276, 
277, 278, 281, 283, 291, 300, 
303

tennis...62, 102, 103, 233
Tess of the d’Urbervilles…243, 

249, 263
Thanksgiving...297
(probably not) Thibault...192

“Three Blind Mice”...73
time capsule…20
Tiny Tots...40, 71, 159, 294
Tolstoy, Leo...164
Treasure Island…217
triboluminsence…259
typewriter...39, 78, 81-82, 90, 

107, 133, 145, 149, 164, 169, 
189, 191, 231-232, 237-238, 
241, 246, 283, 289, 297

unnamed Peanuts...128, 192, 
215, 222, 264, 271, 291, 294, 
300, 301, 303-304

Valentine’s Day...18-19, 172, 
174-175

Van Pelt, Linus...6-7, 10-13, 
15-17, 21-22, 24-25, 27, 34, 62, 
64-65, 72, 76, 78, 80, 82, 93, 
100, 102-103, 106, 111-112, 
117, 126, 128, 130, 133, 136-
137, 140, 150-153, 156, 159, 
161-162, 165, 167, 172, 175, 
185, 190, 198, 201-202, 204, 
210, 216, 218, 231-232, 234, 
237, 240-241, 243, 247, 254, 
257, 261, 266-267, 269, 272-
273, 276-278, 288-289, 294-
295, 301-304, 306, 313

Van Pelt, Lucy...10-11, 14, 16, 
24-25, 27-28, 34, 36-37, 41, 52, 
54-55, 59, 61, 63, 65-67, 69-70, 
73, 75, 78-79, 81, 96-98, 101, 
107, 111-114, 117, 119, 124, 
128, 132, 143, 145, 147, 153, 
156, 158, 161, 163, 165-168, 
177, 178, 183-184, 186-187, 
189-190, 195, 197, 201, 204-
205, 213-214, 221, 223, 225-
226, 232, 236-238, 240, 248, 
252-253, 255, 261, 273, 276-
278, 283-284, 288-289, 307, 
313

Van Pelt, Rerun...42, 54-55, 69, 
73, 120, 177

Veterans Day...135

videotape…87
Violet (perhaps)...291
voice on television…5, 69, 147, 

171, 202, 253, 265, 273
War and Peace...1
Washington, George...23
wig…270, 271
wind...63, 239

winking...6-7
wintergreen candy...259
writing...70, 78, 107, 118, 135, 

145, 157, 164, 169, 189-191, 
195, 231-232, 237-238, 241, 
246, 283, 289, 297

Woodstock...1-2, 4, 9, 30-31, 
33-35, 40, 45, 52, 67, 76, 83, 
89, 92, 95, 98, 110, 112, 116, 
122-124, 127, 133-134, 137, 
149, 154, 157, 165, 167, 171, 
175, 179, 181, 194, 196, 203, 
209, 212, 220, 233-235, 239, 
242, 247, 277, 280, 283, 292, 
298, 308, 312-313

World War I Flying Ace...26, 
57-58, 77, 91, 135, 177, 207-
208, 210, 260, 262, 292

zamboni...129, 292
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Charles M. Schulz was born November 26, 1922  
in Minneapolis. His destiny was foreshadowed 

when an uncle gave him, at the age of two days, the 
nickname Sparky (after the racehorse Spark Plug in 
the newspaper strip Barney Google).
	 Schulz grew up in St. Paul. By all accounts, he 
led an unremarkable, albeit sheltered, childhood. He 
was an only child, close to both parents, his eventual 
career path nurtured by his father, who bought four 
Sunday papers every week — just for the comics.
	 An outstanding student, he skipped two grades 
early on, but began to flounder in high school — per-
haps not so coincidentally at the same time kids are 
going through their cruelest, most status-conscious 

period of socialization. The pain, bitterness, insecurity, 
and failures chronicled in Peanuts appear to have
originated from this period of Schulz’s life.
	 Although Schulz enjoyed sports, he also found 
refuge in solitary activities: reading, drawing, and 
watching movies. He bought comic books and Big 
Little Books, pored over the newspaper strips, and 
copied his favorites — Buck Rogers, the Walt Disney 
characters, Popeye, Tim Tyler’s Luck. He quickly 
became a connoisseur; his heroes were Milton Caniff, 
Roy Crane, Hal Foster, and Alex Raymond.
	 In his senior year in high school, his mother 
noticed an ad in a local newspaper for a correspon-
dence school, Federal Schools (later called Art 
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Instruction Schools). Schulz passed the talent test, 
completed the course and began trying, unsuccessfully, 
to sell gag cartoons to magazines. (His first published 
drawing was of his dog, Spike, and appeared in a l937 
Ripley’s Believe It Or Not! installment.)
	 After World War II had ended and Schulz was 
discharged from the army, he started submitting gag 
cartoons to the various magazines of the time; his 
first breakthrough, however, came when an editor  
at Timeless Topix hired him to letter adventure  
comics. Soon after that, he was hired by his alma 
mater, Art Instruction, to correct student lessons 
returned by mail.
	 Between 1948 and 1950, he succeeded in selling 
17 cartoons to the Saturday Evening Post — as well as, 
to the local St. Paul Pioneer Press, a weekly comic
feature called Li’l Folks. It was run in the women’s
section and paid $10 a week. After writing and
drawing the feature for two years, Schulz asked for
a better location in the paper or for daily exposure,  
as well as a raise. When he was turned down on  
all three counts, he quit.
	 He started submitting strips to the newspa-
per syndicates. In the Spring of 1950, he 
received a letter from the United 
Feature Syndicate, announcing their 
interest in his submission, Li’l Folks. 
Schulz boarded a train in June for 
New York City; more interested in 
doing a strip than a panel, he also 
brought along the first installments 

of what would become Peanuts — and that was what 
sold. (The title, which Schulz loathed to his dying day, 
was imposed by the syndicate). The first Peanuts daily 
appeared October 2, 1950; the first Sunday, January 6, 
1952.
	 Prior to Peanuts, the province of the comics  
page had been that of gags, social and political  
observation, domestic comedy, soap opera, and  
various adventure genres. Although Peanuts changed, 
or evolved, during the 50 years Schulz wrote and 
drew it, it remained, as it began, an anomaly on the 
comics page — a comic strip about the interior crises 
of the cartoonist himself. After a painful divorce in 
1973 from which he had not yet recovered, Schulz 
told a reporter, “Strangely, I’ve drawn better cartoons 
in the last six months — or as good as I’ve ever 
drawn. I don’t know how the human mind works.” 
Surely, it was this kind of humility in the face of  
profoundly irreducible human question that makes 
Peanuts as universally moving as it is.
	 Diagnosed with cancer, Schulz retired from 

Peanuts at the end of 1999. He died on February 
12th 2000, the day before his last strip was 

published (and two days before Valentine’s 
Day) — having completed 17,897 daily 

and Sunday strips, each and every one 
fully written, drawn, and lettered 
entirely by his own hand — an 
unmatched achievement 
in comics.          
 	   —Gary Groth











COMING IN THE COMPLETE PEANUTS: 1989-1990

Charlie Brown quits school in order to devote his life to making Snoopy happy... Marcie cracks under the 
pressure of being perfect... The romance between Peggy Jean and “Brownie Charles”... Pigpen runs for 
class president... Snoopy is called to jury duty... and Snoopy’s brother Olaf enters an ugly-dog contest!


