
The Complete Peanuts reaches the go-go mid-1980s with this volume:
“mallies,” “punkers” (Snoopy with a mohawk!), killer bees, and Halley’s
Comet. The gang go to “rain camp” and “survival camp,” the World War I
Flying Ace comes down with the flu, Charlie Brown poses for a swimsuit cal-
endar, Peppermint Pattty gets a crabby tutor... plus Molly Volley, the unbear-
able, licensable “Tapioca Pudding,” and plenty of Spike and his cactus!

PREVIOUSLY IN THIS SERIES:

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1950-1952
The very earliest strips! Introduction by Garrison Keillor.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1953-1954
Lucy cover. “Pig-Pen” joins the crowd, and Linus 
gets his blanket. Introduction by Walter Cronkite.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1955-1956
Pig-Pen cover. Introduction by Matt Groening.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1957-1958
Snoopy cover! Introduction by Jonathan Franzen.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1959-1960
Patty cover. Many firsts: Sally, the Great Pumpkin, 
Lucy's nickel advice… Introduction by Whoopi Goldberg.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1961-1962 
Schroeder cover. Frieda debuts, Sally starts kindergarten, 
Linus gets glasses… Introduction by Diana Krall.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1963-1964 
Linus cover. Introduction by Bill Melendez.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1965-1966 
Charlie Brown cover. plenty of Snoopy vs. the Red Baron,
and Peppermint Patty! Introduction by Hal Hartley.

SEE BACK FLAP FOR MORE!

CONTINUED FROM FRONT FLAP

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1967-1968 
Violet cover. Franklin introduced! Introduction by John Waters.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1969-1970 
Snoopy cover. Welcome, Wodstock! Introduction by Mo Willems.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1971-1972 
Sally cover. Rerun is born... Introduction by Kristin Chenoweth.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1973-1974 
Woodstock cover. Who is “Mr. Sack”? Introduction by Billie Jean King.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1975-1976
Frieda cover. Linus/Snoopyl/Truffles! Introduction by Robert Smigel.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1977-1978
Peppermint Patty cover. Introduction by Alec Baldwin.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1979-1980
Charlie Brown cover. Charlie Brown in the hospital, Snoopy and
the scouts, an unexpected romance... Introduction by Al Roker.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1981-1982
Linus cover. Spike is in the infantry, Linus is not Sally’s “Sweet
Babboo,” plus lots of baseball. Introduction by Lynn Johnston.

THE COMPLETE PEANUTS 1983-1984
The Charlie Brown/Peppermint Patty/Marcie triangle heats up,
plus a Franklin cover. Introduction by Leonard Maltin.
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The first Calvin and Hobbs collection  
I owned was the third one published — 

The Essential Calvin and Hobbes. Charles  
M. Schulz wrote the introduction. I’ve prob-
ably thought about it at least once a month 
since I read it, in 1988. It was the same year  
I started stand-up.

I can’t quote you his exact phrasing. 
But the essence of the man, his quiet expertise 
and wordless knowledge, which he’d absorbed 
so deeply that he could only parcel it out in 
cryptic clues, was there. 

The way he wrote about how Bill 
Watterson really knew how to draw splashes 
of water, and bedside tables, and how Calvin’s 
shoes looked like “little dinner rolls.” He 
said something to the effect that these small, 
throwaway details might not seem important, 
taken by themselves. But together, and with-
out drawing any attention to the fact, they 
made up the crucial elements of any success-
ful comic strip.

Reading these two years’ worth of 
Peanuts, 1985 to 1986, I understand better 
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what Schulz was talking about. At this 
point, Schulz had been drawing Peanuts for 
35 years. He had another 15 to go before he 
capped his pen and said goodbye.

The existential angst of Charlie Brown, 
the philosophical curiosity of Linus, the brash-
ness of Lucy, and the near-savant imagination 
and playfulness of Snoopy now had to con-
tend with America staggering 
towards the millennium. Notice 
how the first strip in this collec-
tion has to do with answering 
machines. Keep in mind, this 
was a comic strip that, when it 
started, featured children using 
nib pens with desktop inkwells 
at school.

There are also references 
to “Baby on Board” signs, 
ghetto blasters (which become “Beagle 
blasters” in the Peanuts universe) and, most 
troubling, endless talk of attorneys and 
lawsuits. Snoopy even adds a new make-
believe character to his repertoire which has, 
to this point, included the WWI Flying Ace, 
the passionate Unpublished Author, and Joe 
Cool. Sadly, his new imaginary persona is 

a bowtie-wearing, bowler-topped attorney. 
The one series of strips which does feature 
the WWI Flying Ace ominously mentions 
attorneys as well.

Shadow autobiography? How deep was 
Schulz mired, at this point in his career, in 
merchandising and broadcast rights and ancil-
lary residuals? Like every other rock band 

whose first album is about 
struggle and survival, and 
whose subsequent works 
deal with excess, fame and 
the ennui of it all, even 
Schulz couldn’t escape 
success.

But, just like he hinted 
in his Calvin and Hobbes 
intro, he still held firm to 
his basic principles. The 

bedside tables, water splashes, and shoes 
that look like dinner rolls are all there. Even 
Snoopy’s “beagle blaster” has a spongy, blus-
tering personality all its own. 

Charles Schulz wrote a fifty year-long 
psychological autobiography starring a bald 
kid and a sentient dog. And he made the 
water splashes look great.
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“Aaugh!”…7, 16, 134, 171, 185, 
229, 237

airbag…222
angel food cake with seven-min-

ute frosting…174, 217
April Fool’s Day...40
Bach, Johann Sebastian…283
baseball...24, 30, 35-37, 40, 

43-44, 46-47, 64, 66, 84, 86-87, 
89, 92, 119, 133-134, 156, 182-
184, 191, 197-198, 207-208, 
210-212, 216-217, 220-221, 
223, 232-233, 248, 254

basketball...102, 110
beagle blaster…131
Beagle Scouts...93, 99, 138, 159, 

165, 201-202, 214-215, 218, 
249, 258, 295-296

Beethoven, Ludvig van...224, 
301

Bible…196
Bible verses...246-247
black eye…177

blankets...25, 89, 98, 180, 229, 
243, 257, 304

books...21, 27, 40, 42, 60, 82, 
153, 155, 177, 195, 

Brown, Charlie...1-2, 4-5, 12-13, 
16, 18-19, 22, 25-27, 29-32, 
34-35, 37-44, 46-47, 51-55, 59, 
62, 63-66, 69, 71, 76-77, 79-80, 
82-84, 86-87, 90-92, 94-98, 101, 
103-110, 116, 118-120, 126-
128, 130, 132-135, 139-140, 
143-149, 152, 154-158, 160-
161, 163-166, 168, 170-173, 
177, 179-180, 182-187, 189-
191, 193-194, 197-203, 206-
213, 216, 220-223, 226-227, 
229, 231-234, 236, 238-242, 
247-248, 250-251, 254, 256, 
259-260, 262-263, 265-266, 
268, 298, 299, 300, 303, 304, 
305, 306, 308, 310, 311, 312

Brown, Sally...1, 10-14, 22, 
27-29, 31-32, 34-36, 47, 54, 58, 
64-65, 67, 70-71, 73-74, 76, 79, 
82-83, 86, 91, 98, 101, 103-104, 
106, 108-109, 112, 115, 120, 
125, 131, 133-135, 139-140, 
145--146, 148-149, 153-154, 
166-168, 170, 172, 174, 177, 
179, 186, 190-191, 199, 205-
206, 211-212, 221, 235-236, 
238-239, 241-242, 248, 254, 
256, 262, 266, 299, 300, 303, 
308, 310, 311, 312

bubble gum...207, 210
bugs...168
Cactus Club, The...38,
camp...70-71, 73-74, 237-241
candy canes...312
cannon…202-203

carrot cake…241
cat next door…162, 299
child resistant cap…136
Christmas...139-140, 146, 154-

155, 301, 305, 307, 308, 310, 
311

coconut, distastefulness of...221
comic books…176
Conrad…215, 295, 296
cookies, chocolate chip...6, 79, 

105, 126, 154, 174, 193-194, 
242, 260-261

cookies, generic...6, 221, 311
concert...28-29, 78, 82, 151-152, 

172, 182, 
Cousteau, Jacques…99
Cozzens, James Gould…188
“D-minus”...4, 34, 96, 110-111, 

113, 151, 161, 167, 185, 245, 
298

dancing...12-13, 38, 72
digital clock…41
doughnuts...167, 298
Easter Beagle...42
Eleanor…19
Elgar, Edward...252
essay contest…4-5, 7-8
Eudora...12, 23, 28, 36, 42, 71, 

73, 104, 216
Father’s Day...228
Fifi…19

fishing...63, 123
flu…175-176, 178-179
“Fog” (poem)…283
football...1, 114, 118, 140, 142-

143, 145, 147
fox trot…12
Franck, César...252
Franklin...8, 68, 97, 140, 152, 

313
freaking out…154
French...48, 75, 127, 175-176, 

178, 245, 258
french fries…40, 190
Frieda…140
Fort Zinderneuf...202-203, 258
ganglion…196
Garagiola, Joe...254
Gershwin, George...252
golf...9, 56, 64, 67, 88, 101, 171, 

200, 255
grandma…76, 146, 155, 160
grandpa…27, 64, 68, 130, 152, 

173, 190, 212, 242, 259, 260
great-grandfather…184
Gretzky, Wayne…128
“Good Grief!”...192, 234, 250
Great Pumpkin...129,
“Hallelujah Chorus”…152
Halloween...131
Halley’s Comet...133-134
Handel, George Frideric…151
handicap parking…64
Harriet…296
“Hat on the Cactus”…121
Heaven…168
Henry V…124
hockey...299, 307
homework...10-11, 13, 22, 31-32, 

54, 79, 170, 206, 212
hot air balloon…88, 89, 102, 159
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ice cream cone…87, 173, 227, 
251, 279

ice cream sundae…266
jack-in-the-box...206
Joe Ape…67
Joe Boilerplate…313
Joe Gloat…13

King, Billie Jean…194
killer bees…167
kites...29, 189, 
L’Amour, Louis…177
Latin…44
laundry...45
Lehár, Franz...252
letters/mail...2, 8, 11, 38, 71-72, 

76, 79, 95, 98, 132, 145-146, 
150, 155, 162, 169, 178, 217, 
228, 240, 299, 311

Lindbergh, Charles…127
Little Red-Haired Girl...18, 116, 

144, 163
Lone Beagle...127-128
Lydia...226-227, 229
macho…116, 220
Madden, John…140
marbles…190-191
Marcie...1, 4-5, 7-8, 12, 14, 17, 

20-21, 26, 28-29, 31, 34, 42, 
48-49, 52-53, 61-62, 68-70, 76, 
78, 82-83, 87, 94-95, 106, 109-
111, 113, 115, 118, 124, 127-

128, 130, 142-143, 151-152, 161, 
163, 170, 172, 175-176, 178-179, 
181-182, 185, 189-190, 192, 196-
197, 208-209, 219, 223-224, 235, 
237, 240-241, 245, 247, 250, 
252, 259, 264, 298, 301

“mallies”…94-95
marriage...164
Mauldin, Bill...71, 136
Maynard...244-245, 247
“Messiah”…151
microwave oven…141
mirror…96
Miss Manners…67
Mussorgsky, Modest...252
Mother’s Day...57, 213
Mozart, Wolfgang 

Amadeus...252
music...46, 136, 267
National Anthem…179
National Geographic 

Society…169
“Nature Time”…8
Needles...139, 150
New Year’s Day...1, 313
New Year’s Eve...157
Olivier…299, 296
overpopulation…100
Patty…139, 209
Peppermint Patty...1-2, 4-5, 7-8, 

12, 14, 17, 20-21, 26, 31, 34-35, 
37, 41, 49, 52-53, 59, 61-62, 
68-69, 76, 78, 82-83, 87, 94-96, 
106-107, 109-111, 113, 115, 
118, 124, 130, 136, 142-143, 
151-152, 161, 163, 167, 170, 
172, 179, 181-182, 185, 189-
190, 192, 196-198, 208-209, 
217-219, 223-224, 235, 237, 
240-241, 244-245, 247, 250, 

252, 259, 264, 298, 301, 302, 
304, 307, 312, 313

“Peter and the Wolf”...28, 78, 
82,

piano...34, 85, 100, 136, 146, 
203, 224, 242, 267, 301

Pigpen...84, 118
ping pong…73
pizza…169, 194, 269
polka club…235
pool…307
prayer…30, 61, 181, 216
Prokofiev, Sergei...252
psychiatric help...77, 119, 203, 

231
psychiatrist (not Lucy)…122
Pudding, Tapioca...263, 265-266, 

268, 301
“punker”…94
python…256
Queen of the May…208-209
Rachmaninoff, Sergei...252
radio…179
rain...17, 26, 59, 70-71, 73-74, 

103, 163, 178, 190, 200, 207, 
214

“Rats!”...27, 39, 45, 61, 124, 171
Red Baron, The...178

root beer...136, 150, 175, 292
rubber bands...181,

sand castle…77, 249
Sandburg, Carl…283
Santa Claus...145, 148-149, 

299, 305

school...2, 4, 8, 17, 20-21, 26, 
31, 34-37, 41, 49, 52-53, 58-59, 
61-62, 68, 98, 101 (talking 
school wall), 103-104, 106-107, 
109-113, 115, 118, 124-125, 
130, 136, 139, 142, 151-152, 
161, 163, 166-167, 170, 172, 
179, 181, 186, 192, 196-197, 
217-219, 222-223, 262

Schroeder...30, 34, 44, 46, 85, 
100, 136, 146, 147 (perhaps), 
183, 203, 220, 224, 242, 248, 
267, 301

Schubert, Franz...252
Secretaries’ Day…205, 285
shuffleboard…85
sing-a-long…73
skiing...3
sledding...155, 158, 165, 
sleep...11, 17, 21, 26, 35, 43, 47, 

62, 69, 84, 89-90, 111, 115, 
142, 170, 218, 232, 267, 310

snoring...84, 170, 232
Snoopy...2-6, 8-11, 16-20, 22-23, 

26, 29, 32-33, 37-39, 41-43, 46, 
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48-52, 55-59, 61-63, 65, 67-68, 
71, 74-77, 79-81, 84-86, 88-95, 
97-105, 110, 112-117, 119, 
123-124, 126-128,130-134, 136, 
138, 141, 143, 145-147, 150, 
153-155,157-159, 161-162, 164-
165, 167, 169, 171, 173-176, 
178-181, 185, 187-188, 191, 
193-194, 199-203, 205, 209, 
213-215, 217-218, 220, 224-
225, 230, 232-234, 239-243, 
248-251, 253, 255-257, 259-
261, 263, 267-268, 295-296, 
298, 299, 302, 304, 305, 306, 
307, 309, 310, 311, 312

	       as World Famous 
	       Attorney…22, 58, 74, 85, 
	       178, 224, 250, 260, 304, 
	       313  

snow...2-3, 6, 15-16, 130, 133-
134, 137, 146, 156, 165, 167, 
172

snowball…6
snowman...6, 15-16, 167, 309
spider…168
Spike...2, 8, 11, 20, 24, 38, 40, 

72, 88, 95, 98, 100, 121-122, 
132, 137, 140, 150, 155, 158, 
160, 169, 172, 197, 204, 228, 
232, 235-236, 253-254, 302, 

305
sugar plums…154
Survival Camp…238-239, 241-

242
swimming pool...86, 99,
“Sweet Babboo”...104, 266
swimsuit issue...220-221
swing (dance)…12
tango…12
Tale of Two Cities, A…196
Tchaikovsky, Pyotr...252
telephone…1, 51, 95, 115, 120, 

144, 235, 247
television…1, 8, 10, 47, 56, 65, 

108, 112, 140, 166, 199, 230, 
236, 298, 300, 311

tennis...193-194, 225
Thanksgiving...139, 141, 143, 

299
ticker tape parade…128
trees...9, 33, 38, 81, 96, 139, 

146, 189, 308, 310
turkey…141
tuxedo…204
typewriter...20, 32, 43, 55, 61, 

67-68, 79, 97, 113, 116, 119, 
124, 158, 173-174, 188, 213, 
217, 253, 261

Ueberroth, Peter…46
“Ugly Kid”…308, 310

underlining…35
unnamed Peanuts...12, 78, 94, 

139, 148-149
Valentine’s Day...18, 20, 174
Van Pelt, Linus...6, 13, 17, 19, 

22-23, 25, 41-42, 45, 50, 55, 
58, 60-61, 64, 70-71, 73-77, 81, 
84-85, 89, 92, 103-104, 110, 
112, 116, 119, 125, 128-129, 
137, 141, 143-144, 147, 153-
154, 160, 164-165, 167, 169, 
173, 180, 184-185, 187, 194-
195, 200, 205-206, 211-212, 
216, 221-222, 224, 226-227, 
229-230, 234, 236, 238-239, 
241-243, 246, 248-251, 256-
260, 262-263, 265-266, 268, 
297, 298, 301, 304, 305, 313

Van Pelt, Lucy...2, 6, 10, 12, 
17, 22-23, 25-26, 34-35, 37, 
40-47, 55, 58-62, 64, 66, 75, 77, 
80, 84-86, 89, 92, 97, 99-100, 
103, 110, 113, 119, 124-125, 
129-130, 136-137, 146, 154, 
156-157, 160, 164-167, 169, 
173, 175, 181-184, 188, 191, 
195, 197, 203, 205, 207-212, 
216-217, 220-221, 223-224, 

231-234, 236, 239, 242-243, 
246, 248-249, 253-254, 257-
258, 260-261, 297, 301, 305 
(voice only)

Van Pelt, Rerun...80, 128, 170, 
184-185, 196, 206

Veterans Day...136

Violet…139
Volley, Molly...193-194, 225
waltz…12
War and Peace...313
Washington, George...2, 111, 

275
“wishy-washy”…163, 164
writing...34-35, 64-65, 71, 76, 

83, 135, 152, 186, 248, 256
Woodstock...3, 15-16, 33, 37-38, 

50, 56-57, 59, 63, 67, 77, 88-89, 
91, 93, 99-100-102, 112, 114, 
116-117, 123-124, 130-131, 
138, 141, 157, 159, 162, 165, 
169, 173, 187, 191, 199-202, 
205, 214-215, 218, 230, 249, 
251, 255, 258, 295-296, 302, 
305, 307, 309, 312

World War I Flying Ace...48, 
71, 175-176, 178-179, 268, 275, 
277, 278

worms…123, 163
zamboni...130, 233, 307
zippers…14









Charles M. Schulz was born November 26, 1922, 
in Minneapolis. His destiny was foreshadowed 

when an uncle gave him, at the age of two days, the 
nickname “Sparky” (after the racehorse Spark Plug in 
the newspaper strip Barney Google).
	 Schulz grew up in St. Paul. By all accounts, he 
led an unremarkable, albeit sheltered, childhood. He 
was an only child, close to both parents. His eventual 
career path was nurtured by his father, who bought 
four Sunday papers every week — just for the comics.
	 An outstanding student, he skipped two grades 
early on, but began to flounder in high school — per-
haps not so coincidentally at the same time kids are 
going through their cruelest, most status-conscious 

period of socialization. The pain, bitterness, insecurity, 
and failures chronicled in Peanuts appear to have
originated from this period of Schulz’s life.
	 Although Schulz enjoyed sports, he also found 
refuge in solitary activities: reading, drawing, and 
watching movies. He bought comic books and Big 
Little Books, pored over the newspaper strips, and 
copied his favorites — Buck Rogers, the Walt Disney 
characters, Popeye, Tim Tyler’s Luck. He quickly 
became a connoisseur; his heroes were Milton Caniff, 
Roy Crane, Hal Foster, and Alex Raymond.
	 In his senior year in high school, his mother 
noticed an ad in a local newspaper for a correspon-
dence school, Federal Schools (later called Art 
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Instruction Schools). Schulz passed the talent test, 
completed the course, and began trying, unsuccessfully, 
to sell gag cartoons to magazines. (His first published 
drawing was of his dog, Spike, and appeared in a l937 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not! installment.)
	 After World War II had ended and Schulz was 
discharged from the army, he started submitting gag 
cartoons to the various magazines of the time; his 
first breakthrough, however, came when an editor  
at Timeless Topix hired him to letter adventure  
comics. Soon after that, he was hired by his alma 
mater, Art Instruction, to correct student lessons 
returned by mail.
	 Between 1948 and 1950, he succeeded in selling 
17 cartoons to the Saturday Evening Post — as well as, 
to the local St. Paul Pioneer Press, a weekly comic
feature called Li’l Folks. It ran in the women’s
section and paid $10 a week. After writing and
drawing the feature for two years, Schulz asked for
a better location in the paper or for daily exposure,  
as well as a raise. When he was turned down on  
all three counts, he quit.
	 He started submitting strips to the news- 
paper syndicates. In the spring of 1950,  
he received a letter from the United 
Feature Syndicate, announcing  
its interest in his submission,  
Li’l Folks. Schulz boarded a train 
in June for New York City; more 
interested in doing a strip than a 
panel, he also brought along the first 

installments of what would become Peanuts — and 
that was what sold. (The title, which Schulz loathed 
to his dying day, was imposed by the syndicate). The 
first Peanuts daily appeared October 2, 1950; the first 
Sunday, January 6, 1952.
	 Prior to Peanuts, the province of the comics  
page had been that of gags, social and political  
observation, domestic comedy, soap opera, and  
various adventure genres. Although Peanuts changed, 
or evolved, during the 50 years Schulz wrote and drew 
it, it remained, as it began, an anomaly on the comics 
page — a comic strip about the interior crises of the 
cartoonist himself. After a painful divorce in 1973 
from which he had not yet recovered, Schulz told a 
reporter, “Strangely, I’ve drawn better cartoons in 
the last six months — or as good as I’ve ever drawn. 
I don’t know how the human mind works.” Surely, 
it was this kind of humility in the face of profoundly 
irreducible human questions that makes Peanuts as 
universally moving as it is.
	 Diagnosed with cancer, Schulz retired from 

Peanuts at the end of 1999. He died on February 
12, 2000, the day before his last strip was 

published (and two days before Valentine’s 
Day) — having completed 17,897 daily 

and Sunday strips, each and every one 
fully written, drawn, and lettered 
entirely by his own hand — an 
unmatched achievement in comics.          
 	   —Gary Groth
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COMING IN THE COMPLETE PEANUTS: 1987-1988

Flirting sends Charlie Brown to the school doctor... Linus’s ongoing romance with “Lydia” of the 
many names continues... Spike joins Snoopy in the trenches... Sally writes the school Christmas play 
but mixes up Gabriel and Geronimo... Snoopy needs knee surgery... Rerun takes on a starring role... 
Snoopy writes a “kiss and tell book”... and (shocker!) the daily Peanuts abandons its four-panel format!


