
Love takes many shapes and shades in The Complete Peanuts: 1991–
1992. Charlie Brown’s interest in the Little Red-Haired Girl is rekindled; 
Linus fails to impress Lydia; Sally hoorays for Hollywood; Marcie pines 
for the World War I Flying Ace, who becomes lost in his cups (of root 
beer); Peppermint Patty and Marcie try to make Charlie Brown choose 
between them; and Snoopy is dangerously obsessed…with cookies. 
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Charles M. Schulz in his  
home studio at the drawing 
board, Santa Rosa, California, 
mid-1990s: courtesy of the 
Charles M. Schulz Museum.
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When Fantagraphics publishes the last of these 
volumes in 2016, the book series will contain 

17,897 Peanuts comic strips drawn over the course 
of a 50-year career. It’s an extraordinary body of 
work, and I’m grateful to have spent so much of my 
life watching it unfold. When people ask me about 
my own influences as a cartoonist, I can reel off a 
list ranging from Mad magazine to Garry Trudeau 
to Matt Groening — but there’s absolutely no ques-
tion that my earliest and most important inspiration 
was Charles M. Schulz. 

As a kid in the 1960s, I think I hit the perfect 
sweet spot with Peanuts — old enough to under-

stand the humor, young enough to truly appreciate 
the whimsy. Yes, the strip was often rooted in  
sadness and failure — with Charlie Brown as 
Sisyphus, eternally trying to kick the football — but 
it was also magical! And that was the part that 
delighted me the most as a young reader. It may 
have been a comic strip about a group of wise-
beyond-their-years children who inhabited a (most-
ly) recognizable reality of school and summer camp 
and baseball games — but it also featured a dog 
who spoke to us in thought balloons, slept on top of 
his doghouse, and imagined himself to be a World 
War I Flying Ace or a world-famous author or an 
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officer in the French Foreign Legion. 
And that doghouse! Like Doctor Who’s Tardis, 

it was apparently bigger on the inside. We were told 
that it had carpeting, and a pool table, and even a 
Van Gogh, though the latter was eventually 
destroyed in a fire and replaced with a Wyeth — a 
storyline inspired when Schulz’s studio in 
Sebastapol, California, burned down in 1966.  
And that was Peanuts for you: a 
strip that spun heartbreak into wry 
humor, a cartoon about childhood 
anxiety that veered frequently into 
the realm of magical realism. It 
was a balancing act that seemed 
entirely effortless, and as any artist 
or writer will tell you, things that 
seem effortless rarely are.

Schulz taught me to love this 
art form. I read each new strip in 
the morning paper, devoured the 
paperback collections of older work, treasured my 
copy of the Treasury. And, of course, Peanuts was 
more than a comic strip — it was ubiquitous in the 
culture as I grew up. The Charlie Brown Christmas 
special was a yearly holiday ritual in my home. My 
mother timed the purchase of our first color 
television set one December so that I’d finally be 
able to watch it in color: subsequent memories of 

technological transition pale in comparison.
The year that Charlie Brown and Snoopy 

became the unofficial mascots of the Apollo 10  
mission (and some of Schulz’s original art orbited 
the moon), I remember lying on a couch, sick with 
the flu and watching the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade on TV, mostly hoping to see the Snoopy 
balloon. And because I was so miserable, my mom 

had given me an early 
Christmas present — a Snoopy 
doll dressed up as an astro-
naut, with a red scarf and a big 
bubble helmet. 

I still have one of those 
dolls, sitting on a shelf in my 
studio as I write these words. 

In 1992, when I was a 
young adult and the cartoons 
in this book were new, I wrote 
Charles Schulz a fan letter, 

and he responded by inviting me up to Santa Rosa 
for lunch. It was crazy — I mean, I was just some 
goofball alt-weekly cartoonist, and he was Charles 
Schulz — but as it turned out, when it came to 
younger cartoonists, he was improbably generous 
with his time. We ate at the café adjacent to the 
skating rink he’d built, at the table that was always 
reserved for him (and on which you will still find a 
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“reserved” sign to this day). And because we were 
both cartoonists, he was willing to spend the better 
part of an afternoon answering my questions and 
discussing our shared profession. Years later, after 
he passed away, I published the only obituary car-
toon I’ve ever written, and quoted something he 
said that sums up the humility of a man who was 
already acknowledged to have created one of the 
great, lasting comic strips: “If I 
were a better artist, I’d be a 
painter, and if I were a better 
writer, I’d write books — but I’m 
not, so I draw cartoons.”

After lunch he took me over 
to his studio, a large, comfortable 
room of wood and leather. As I 
imagine most people buying these 
volumes already know, he 
worked alone in that room, pen-
ciling and inking every strip him-
self. As he grew older, the lines 
grew a little shakier, but they were always authenti-
cally his. 

After drawing the daily strip in a strict four-
panel format his entire career, he had recently 
begun to experiment with different panel sizes and 
configurations. He told me it was something that he 

had always wanted to do, though when he finally 
proposed the change, there was some question in 
his mind as to whether the syndicate was going to 
allow it. Again I think this speaks to his fundamen-
tal humility and decency — the fact is, at that point 
in his career, he probably could have demanded a 
solid-gold drawing table and a full complement of 
chorus girls to entertain him while he worked, and 

the syndicate would have happily 
complied.

Schulz even gave me an orig-
inal Peanuts strip, which has 
hung on the wall of every place 
I’ve lived since 1992 — so I mean 
it quite literally when I say that a 
day rarely passes that I don’t 
think of the man and his work. In 
a happy coincidence, that strip is 
actually included in this volume 
— it’s the middle cartoon on page 
71, in which Linus says, “I’d 

appreciate it if you’d get your stupid head off my 
blanket,” and Snoopy complies, thinking, “It’s nice 
to be able to do something for someone once in 
awhile that’s appreciated.”

You were — and remain — appreciated, Mr. 
Schulz.
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“Aaugh!”…60, 66, 78, 117, 
186

Alice in Wonderland (Carroll, 
Lewis: novel)…160, 169, 
172

ball…250-251
baseball…32-35, 40-42, 49, 

52-53, 61-62, 73, 76, 81, 
89-91, 97, 105, 110, 184-
185, 189, 194, 201, 208, 210, 
212, 220, 234-236, 239, 243, 
269

basketball…110
Beagle Scouts…288, 293
bean bags…27-28, 34, 46-47, 

53, 56, 64, 67, 76, 79, 94, 
96, 103-104, 107, 109, 116, 
119, 124, 128, 132, 154, 158, 
170, 181, 184, 193, 206, 221, 
224, 226, 229-230, 246-248, 
257, 265, 268, 272, 300

Beethoven, Ludwig 
Van…304

Bible…13, 19, 58, 64-65, 67, 
109, 127-128, 171, 184, 208, 
268, 284, 292, 297

Bible school…64-65, 67, 151
binder…139, 142-143, 270
birdbath…17, 60, 96, 134, 

141, 213
blanket…2, 4, 55, 60, 66, 

70-71, 74, 77, 84, 92, 110, 
128, 144, 152, 170, 173, 192, 
202-203, 207, 232-233, 248, 
260, 289, 298-299

Britten, Benjamin…262
Brothers Karamazov, The 

(Dostoyevsky, Fyodor: 
novel)…58-59

Brown, Charlie…1-2, 4-7, 
11-12, 15-18, 20-23, 25, 
27-35, 37-38, 40-42, 44, 
46-53, 56, 58, 61-62, 64, 
67-68, 70-77, 79-81, 83, 
85-92, 94-100, 103-107, 109, 
111, 113, 116-119, 121-122, 
124, 126, 128-132, 139-141, 
143, 145, 147-148, 150-151, 
153-164, 169-172, 175-179, 
181-182, 184-187, 189, 191, 
193-194, 196-202, 205, 208-
212, 214, 218, 220-222, 224, 
226, 228-232, 234-239, 241-
247, 249, 251-253, 255-260, 
262-266, 268-269, 271-272, 
274-275, 277, 279-281, 289-
291, 294, 297, 300, 302, 
305-306, 308-311, 313

Brown, Sally…4, 7, 9, 16-17, 
19-20, 22, 25-29, 31, 46, 
49-54, 58, 64-65, 67-68, 
70-71, 73, 76, 78-79, 88, 94, 

102-104, 106-107, 109, 111, 
115-116, 118-119, 122, 124-
125, 128-129, 132-133, 139, 
143, 145, 147-149, 151-152, 
154-155, 158, 161, 168-170, 
176, 179, 181-182, 184, 193-
194, 197-199, 205-206, 208, 
211, 220-221, 224, 226-230, 
232, 237-239, 246-247, 253-
254, 256-257, 260, 264-265, 
268, 271-272, 274-275, 277-
278, 284, 289, 292, 297, 
301-302, 306-307, 309-313 

Buckwheat (character)…274
bungee-jumping…92, 281, 

294
bus stop…17, 20, 31, 49-50, 

106, 115-116, 122, 133, 139, 
147, 172, 198-199, 208, 220, 
228, 265, 290

cactus…10, 38-39, 52-53, 59, 
61-63, 127-128, 135, 163-
164, 166-167, 198, 238, 257, 
285, 303, 307 

camp…79-80, 85-86, 224, 
226, 241-242, 244, 247

cardboard box…148-149, 
168-169, 208-209, 246, 284, 
312

cards…119, 145, 148, 151, 
155, 166, 176-177, 190, 262, 
310

Christmas…125, 150-155, 
299, 301-302, 304-311

Christmas Eve…154, 311 
Citizen Kane (film)…151
Cobb, Ty…243
Columbus, Christopher…107 
cookies…1, 6, 28-29, 31, 77, 

79-80, 85-86, 91, 104, 114, 
120, 122, 129-131, 158, 164, 
175, 180, 191, 193, 202-203, 
211, 231-232, 245, 251, 255, 
305

Cool, Joe…100-101, 274
Cooper, Gary…16
Cormac…242, 244-245, 247, 

277-278, 284, 289
coyotes…259-260, 262
Dickens, Charles…175

“D-minus”…43, 174, 182, 
221, 223, 275

doughnuts…211, 224, 253
Fair Stood the Wind for France 

(Bates, H.E.: novel)…135
field trip…25-26, 292
football…110, 117, 123, 136-

137, 154, 279, 282
Fort Zinderneuf…230
Franklin…108-109, 270
“Frog Prince, The”…161
Garagiola, Joe…61
golf…16, 23, 25, 38, 40, 45, 

48, 86-87, 89, 97, 100, 121, 
171, 182, 209, 239, 252, 257, 
263, 275, 289 
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“Good Grief!”…17, 57, 286
graduation…69
Grandpa (Van Pelt)…149
Great Gatsby, The (Fitzgerald, 

F. Scott: novel)…65, 67-68, 
151-152

Great Pumpkin…129-131, 
286-287

Hadyn, Franz Joseph…240
Hagen, Walter…16
Halloween… 129-131, 285-

287
Hans Brinker (Dodge, Mary 

Mapes: novel)…121
Hepburn, Katharine…163
hockey…17, 110, 134, 141

“Hokey Pokey” (song)…69
Hollywood…226, 229-230
Hound of the Baskervilles, The 

(Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan: 
novel)…15

ice cream…5, 74
inflatable pool…93, 126, 248
Introduction and Rondo 

Capriccioso, Op. 28 (Saint-
Saëns, Camille: musical 
composition)…138

“Jingle Bells” (Pierpont, 
James: song)…304

“Just Before the Battle, 
Mother” (Root, F. George: 
song)…180

King, Billie Jean…95
kites…30, 178-179, 184
Larry…64-65, 67-68, 151-152
leaves…118, 124-125, 268-

269, 275
Lincoln, Abraham…3, 113
Little Red-Haired Girl …28, 

32, 97-98, 111, 263, 281 
lunch…4, 28, 106, 227, 277, 

305
Lydia…22, 55, 107, 225
Madame Bovary (Flaubert, 

Gustave: novel)…221
mailbox…31, 60, 111, 177, 

280-281
Marcie…3, 7, 10-11, 13, 37, 

43-44, 46-47, 58, 69, 71, 
79-80, 85-86, 95, 106, 108-
109, 122-123, 133, 136-138, 
142-143, 157-158, 165, 169, 
174-175, 182, 195-196, 205, 
209, 211-212, 215-218, 221, 
223, 240-242, 244-245, 261-
262, 270, 275-276, 282-283, 
286-287, 305, 310

Mauldin, Bill…136, 292
Montana, Joe…137
Mother’s Day…57
mountain lion (Snoopy 

as)…110
New Year’s Day…1, 157
New Year’s Eve…314
obedience school…271-272
Patty…10, 106, 298

Peggy Jean…28-29, 31, 34, 
111

Peppermint Patty…3, 7, 10, 
13, 23, 37, 43-44, 46, 58-59, 
69, 71-72, 79-80, 85-86, 95, 
103, 106, 108-110, 118, 123, 
133-134, 136-138, 142-143, 
151, 157, 165, 169, 174-176, 
181-182, 196, 205, 209, 211-
212, 215, 217-218, 221, 223, 
240-242, 245, 262, 266, 270, 
275-276, 280, 282-283, 287, 
301-302, 304-305, 310

Peter and the Wolf (Prokofiev, 
Sergei: musical composi-
tion)…7, 138

Pigpen…220
Poe, Edgar Allan…142
“Pomp and Circumstance” 

(Elgar, Sir Edward: 
song)…69

psychiatric help…18, 92, 109, 
126, 231, 266, 291

rain…13, 26, 34-35, 41, 49, 
71, 88, 161, 167, 181-182, 

194, 196-197, 229-230, 239, 
246, 283, 293

“Rats!”…30, 100, 121, 135, 
147, 177, 179, 185, 211, 268, 
284

“Raven, The” (Poe, Edgar 
Allan: poem)…142

Red Baron, The…216
root beer…11, 43-44, 46-47, 

136, 292
“Rosebud”…151
sand castle…88, 239
Santa Claus…154, 259, 306, 

309-310 
Santa Claus (Snoopy 

as…)…114, 123, 146, 152, 
298-299, 301-302, 304-305

school…29, 71, 103-107, 136, 
142-143, 156, 174-176, 181-
182, 196-200, 205, 208-209, 
215, 217-218, 220-221, 223, 
225, 264-266, 270, 275, 277-
278, 280, 283-284, 289, 300-
302, 304-305, 307

school bus…16-17, 49, 115, 
122, 133, 147, 198, 208, 220, 
265, 271-272, 284, 292

Schroeder…7, 26, 34, 50, 61, 
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76, 92, 97, 115, 120, 185-
186, 210, 212, 243, 273, 304, 
311

Snoopy…1-2, 4-10, 12-18, 
21-23, 25-29, 31-33, 35, 38, 
40, 48-51, 55-58, 60, 66, 68, 
70-77, 79-89, 91-97, 99-100, 
104, 110, 112-116, 118-122, 
124-125, 127-131, 134, 136, 
141, 144-145, 148, 150, 153, 
157-164, 169-171, 173, 176, 
178-180, 182-184, 186-188, 
190-200, 202-207, 209, 211-
212, 214-219, 221-222, 224, 
226-227, 231-236, 238-239, 
241-242, 245, 248, 250-258, 
261-263, 265-269, 271-272, 
274-275, 278, 280-281, 287-
290, 293-294, 297-302, 304-
305, 308, 311-314 

snow…8, 148-149, 208, 284
snowman…8, 305
Sopwith Camel…43, 195, 

216, 261 
Spike…10, 25, 38-39, 52-53, 

59, 61-63, 127-128, 135, 
163-164, 166-167, 199-200, 
238, 257, 285, 303, 307-308, 
311

Sullivan, Ed…302
“Sweet Babboo”…19, 176, 

260, 277, 289
“Sweet Babbooette”…19-20
swimming…94, 97-98, 242, 

245
Symphony No. 96 (Hadyn, 

Franz Joseph: musical com-
position)…240

Tale of Two Cities, A 
(Dickens, Charles: 

novel)…175
teacher…3, 7, 10, 23, 52, 106, 

108, 110, 112-113, 116, 121, 
125, 133-134, 139, 142-143, 
145, 163-165, 169-170, 196-
197, 205, 212, 215, 220, 223, 
265-266, 275, 280, 283, 289, 
304, 307

telephone…44, 46, 85-86, 
157, 176, 186, 191, 202, 
258-260

television…56, 75-76, 109, 
132, 154, 170, 181, 193, 232

Thanksgiving…297-299
Tolstoy, Leo…260, 301
Tooth Fairy…193-194
typewriter…74-75, 77, 82-83, 

151, 157, 163, 184, 212, 
214-215, 217, 236, 238, 256, 
267, 269, 271, 301

Under the Greenwood Tree 
(Hardy, Thomas: 
novel)…100

Valentine’s Day…19-20, 176-
177

Van Pelt, Linus…2, 4, 7-8, 
11, 15, 19-20, 22, 24-26, 28, 
31, 41, 49-50, 54-56, 60, 66, 
70-71, 74, 77-78, 84, 88, 92, 
97-100, 102-104, 106-107, 

110, 113, 115, 122, 124, 127, 
129-131, 133, 136, 139, 141, 
144, 146, 148-149, 152, 156, 
158, 164, 168-170, 172-173, 
176, 179-180, 184, 187-188, 
190, 192-193, 200, 202-203, 
205, 207-209, 211, 213, 220, 
225, 228, 232-233, 236, 239, 
246, 248-251, 259-260, 262, 
265, 268, 272, 277, 281, 284, 
286-287, 289-290, 292, 298-
299, 301-302, 312

Van Pelt, Lucy…2, 4, 7-8, 
18-20, 30-34, 41-42, 49, 53, 
56, 60, 62, 70, 73, 77, 81, 
83, 88-93, 95, 105, 109, 113-
114, 117, 119-120, 122, 126, 
129, 131, 136, 145-146, 148-
149, 152, 156, 172-173, 178, 
180, 185-191, 200-201, 206, 
210, 212-215, 217, 220, 231, 
235-236, 243, 248, 255-256, 
259, 262, 266-267, 269, 273, 
279, 289-291, 295-296, 299, 
304

Van Pelt, Rerun…152, 295-
296, 305 

Veterans Day…136, 292
Victoria Falls…204
Violet…10, 19, 26, 77, 106, 

146, 159, 213, 220, 298
volleyball…70, 78, 237
Washington, George…3
watchdog…51 
Watson, William…36
Wilson, Woodrow…47
Woodstock…1-2, 8, 13-15, 17, 

45, 47, 50, 57, 96, 131, 134, 
141, 153, 173, 183, 206, 
217-219, 222, 226, 248, 262, 

266, 268, 283-284, 288, 293, 
297, 299, 301-302, 312, 314

Woodstock’s friends (Bill, 
Conrad, Harriet, Olivier, 
Raymond, Wilson)…1, 
16-17, 45, 47, 96, 213, 219, 
248, 262, 302, 312, 314

“Woof”…161, 191, 202-203
World Famous Attorney…11, 

20, 36, 51, 211, 236, 241, 
253-254, 272 

World Famous Flagman…4-5
World Famous Sergeant 

Major of the Foreign 
Legion…11, 16, 122, 229-
230, 256

World Famous Surgeon…281
World War I…140 
World War I Flying Ace…24, 

43-47, 107, 122, 140, 187, 
195, 209, 216, 226-227, 229, 
253, 256, 261, 278, 292, 311

World War II…292
Young Person’s Guide to 

Orchestra, The (Britten, 
Benjamin: musical composi-
tion)…262

Zamboni…17, 77, 118, 141, 
283-284
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Charles M. Schulz was born November 26, 1922, 
in Minneapolis. His destiny was foreshadowed 

when an uncle gave him, at the age of two days, the 
nickname “Sparky” (after the racehorse Spark Plug in 
the newspaper strip Barney Google).
	 Schulz grew up in St. Paul. By all accounts, he 
led an unremarkable, albeit sheltered, childhood. He 
was an only child, close to both parents. His eventual 
career path was nurtured by his father, who bought 
four Sunday papers every week — just for the comics.
	 An outstanding student, he skipped two grades 
early on, but began to flounder in high school — per-
haps not so coincidentally at the same time kids are 
going through their cruelest, most status-conscious 

period of socialization. The pain, bitterness, insecurity, 
and failures chronicled in Peanuts appear to have
originated from this period of Schulz’s life.
	 Although Schulz enjoyed sports, he also found 
refuge in solitary activities: reading, drawing, and 
watching movies. He bought comic books and Big 
Little Books, pored over the newspaper strips, and 
copied his favorites — Buck Rogers, the Walt Disney 
characters, Popeye, Tim Tyler’s Luck. He quickly 
became a connoisseur; his heroes were Milton Caniff, 
Roy Crane, Hal Foster, and Alex Raymond.
	 In his senior year in high school, his mother 
noticed an ad in a local newspaper for a correspon-
dence school, Federal Schools (later called Art 
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Instruction Schools). Schulz passed the talent test, 
completed the course, and began trying, unsuccessful-
ly, to sell gag cartoons to magazines. (His first pub-
lished drawing was of his dog, Spike, and appeared in 
a l937 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! installment.)
	 After World War II had ended and Schulz was 
discharged from the army, he started submitting gag 
cartoons to the various magazines of the time; his 
first breakthrough, however, came when an editor  
at Timeless Topix hired him to letter adventure  
comics. Soon after that, he was hired by his alma 
mater, Art Instruction, to correct student lessons 
returned by mail.
	 Between 1948 and 1950, he succeeded in selling 
17 cartoons to the Saturday Evening Post — as well as, 
to the local St. Paul Pioneer Press, a weekly comic
feature called Li’l Folks. It ran in the women’s
section and paid $10 a week. After writing and
drawing the feature for two years, Schulz asked for
a better location in the paper or for daily exposure,  
as well as a raise. When he was turned down on  
all three counts, he quit.
	 He started submitting strips to the newspa-
per syndicates. In the spring of 1950, he 
received a letter from the United 
Feature Syndicate, announcing its 
interest in his submission, Li’l Folks. 
Schulz boarded a train in June for 
New York City; more interested in 
doing a strip than a panel, he also 
brought along the first installments 

of what would become Peanuts — and that was what 
sold. (The title, which Schulz loathed to his dying day, 
was imposed by the syndicate). The first Peanuts daily 
appeared October 2, 1950; the first Sunday, January 6, 
1952.
	 Prior to Peanuts, the province of the comics  
page had been that of gags, social and political  
observation, domestic comedy, soap opera, and  
various adventure genres. Although Peanuts changed, 
or evolved, during the 50 years Schulz wrote and 
drew it, it remained, as it began, an anomaly on the 
comics page — a comic strip about the interior crises 
of the cartoonist himself. After a painful divorce in 
1973 from which he had not yet recovered, Schulz 
told a reporter, “Strangely, I’ve drawn better cartoons 
in the last six months — or as good as I’ve ever 
drawn. I don’t know how the human mind works.” 
Surely, it was this kind of humility in the face of  
profoundly irreducible human questions that makes 
Peanuts as universally moving as it is.
	 Diagnosed with cancer, Schulz retired from 

Peanuts at the end of 1999. He died on February 
12, 2000, the day before his last strip was pub-

lished (and two days before Valentine’s 
Day) — having completed 17,897 daily 

and Sunday strips, each and every one 
fully written, drawn, and lettered 
entirely by his own hand — an 
unmatched achievement 
in comics.          
 	   —Gary Groth







COMING IN THE COMPLETE PEANUTS: 1993-1994

The Peanuts gang waits…and waits…for a school bus that never comes… Charlie Brown hits a game-
winning homer — off Roy Hobbs’s great-granddaughter!… Snoopy and his scouting troop get lost on a 
nature hike… Linus lobbies the White House to nominate Snoopy for the Supreme Court… 


