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Charles M. Schulz at his 
drawing board at 1 Snoopy 
Place, circa 1975. Courtesy 
of the Schulz Family.







It was March of 1963. I was seven years old. 
We had moved from the Rockaway projects 

in Brooklyn to a small development in St.  
Albans, Queens.

My folks had scrimped and saved to buy  
a home in this working class neighborhood —  
a neighborhood in “transition”: whites were moving  
out and African-Americans were moving in. In  
other words, Archie Bunker was running away, 
George Jefferson was moving in.

We were families searching for the American 
dream of home ownership. Black teachers,  
postal workers, state and city workers all looking  

for a decent place to live, good schools, and a well 
manicured lawn to call their own. A Black bus  
driver, Al Roker, Sr., and his growing brood of six 
found that plot of land.

One of the first things my mother, Isabel Roker, 
did after we moved in was to subscribe to the local 
paper, The Long Island Press. That was the first time 
I read Peanuts. (My dad used to bring home the Daily 
News, but Peanuts was not part of the arsenal of 
comics they used to flatten their rival, the NY Post.) 
No, it wasn’t until the Long Island Press that I 
became close personal friends with Linus, Lucy, 
Snoopy, and of course good ol’ Charlie Brown.
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I loved comics. I dreamed of becoming a comic 
strip artist, or better still, an animator. I drew comics 
constantly in my spare time, and practiced signing 
my name so that it would look good. How good 
could the signature of a seven-year-old look? But 
to my untrained eye, it was right up there with 
Walt Disney’s.

To a seven-year-old, a lot of the comic strips 
were either too silly (Nancy) or too old (Mary Worth, 
Brenda Starr). Some seemed too weird (Dick Tracy, 
Gasoline Alley). But Peanuts some-
how transcended them all.

Even then, I was attracted to 
the simple yet sophisticated  
message that Peanuts impart-
ed every day. Here were these 
big-headed children (though in 
time, their bodies caught up with 
their overly-inflated noggins), say-
ing things wise beyond their years 
yet understandable to kids my age.

Like any great comedy — say, 
Warner Bros. cartoons, or the Soupy Sales Show 
— the humor played to two audiences: kids and their 
parents. And if you were a kid whose sense of humor 
skewed upward toward adult, it was like getting let 
into a secret club. You understood stuff your friends 
didn’t.

It wasn’t long before I started clipping each day’s 
Peanuts strip from the paper and carefully scotch- 
taping it to a piece of loose leaf paper. I would put 

five strips on a single page, then the Saturday strip 
and Sunday full-color strip on their own page.

I saved the weekly strips in a binder and added 
two pages to it every week. I thought that some day 
these would be valuable. A collection of Peanuts 
comic strips in order! Who would ever think of doing 
such a thing? I was so ahead of my time.

I remember in the summer of 1964 walking 
into the St. Albans Public Library and there in the 
Children’s section a Fawcett-Crest collection of 

Peanuts comic strips, Charlie 
Brown and Snoopy. Somebody 
stole my idea! But wait, there 
were other collections. These 
Fawcett people were geniuses... 
like me. Now I could stop  
clipping the strips out of news- 
papers and instead devote my 
energy to other more worth- 
while endeavors — like figuring 
out who was faster, Superman 
or the Flash.

In 1968, a young African-American could 
search high and low through the daily comic strips 
and you would never find anyone who looked like 
you. Sure, there was Punjab in Little Orphan Annie, 
but what was he? Black, Indian, Italian with a really 
bad tan? Who knew. No, no one who looked like me 
lived in the pages of the funny papers.

And then, Franklin showed up. July 1968. My 
devotion to Peanuts had only grown, but this was a 



momentous occasion for me — and cemented 
my adoration of Charles Schulz. Franklin helped 
Charlie Brown build a sand castle at the beach. 
Charlie invited Franklin to visit him later and 
Franklin took him up on it. Eventually, as we move 
into the ’70s, Franklin is seen in school with Marcie 
and Peppermint Patty.

For a voracious reader of the daily comics, this 
was a big deal. Blacks were on TV, in the movies, 
and on the radio with hit records. But we weren’t in 
the comics. And then, suddenly, 
we were.

Others would follow Schulz’s 
lead. Beetle Bailey’s Mort Walker 
introduced Lt. Jackson Flap, with 
his afro and cool demeanor, in 
1970 — but it was Franklin who 
blazed a trail.

I had an opportunity to 
interview Schulz for the 50th 
anniversary of Peanuts. I asked 
him about Franklin. He said at 
the time he wasn’t making a statement about race 
relations or felt any pressure to introduce a black kid 
to Charlie and the gang. It just happened. When I 
told him how much it had meant to a small black kid 
growing up, he smiled and said he was glad it did. He 
talked about how surprised he was at the reaction of 
Franklin; how some newspapers in the South threat-
ened to pull Peanuts from their papers, while others 
hailed him as a proponent of race relations.

Sparky insisted Franklin was just a character 
whose time had come. I couldn’t agree more. Yet the 
strip itself is truly timeless. The fact that Peanuts still 
runs in today’s newspapers in reprints, eleven years 
after its creator’s death, and seems as fresh as when 
those strips first ran, is a testament to the genius of 
Charles Schulz.

I remember vividly hearing about Sparky’s can-
cer and the profound sadness I felt. Then a week 
later getting a call from his wife, Jeannie, saying 

Sparky wanted to give one more 
interview before his passing and 
would I come out to Santa Rosa 
to do it?

It was one of the hardest 
interviews I had to do. Speaking 
to a man whose life work had 
brought so much joy, yet I was 
speaking to him as he was  
about to die.

There was a certain  
peace about the man, as we talk-

ed only a few feet away from a battered and  
well-used drawing table where these iconic char-
acters lived and played. So many people took so 
much away from the daily doings of these “li’l folks,” 
as Sparky originally titled the strip. I was one of 
them. And I watch as my children discover what I 
did almost 50 years ago: That you’re a good man, 
Charlie Brown. And all your pals are pretty good, 
too, day in and day out.
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“Aargh!”…42
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97-98, 117, 120, 141, 151-
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292-293
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     283
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298
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303
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blanket...47, 70, 257
bow…148-149
Brown, Charlie...2, 10-12, 
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118, 121, 126, 130, 133-134, 
140, 142-143, 154,  160-161, 
169, 171, 186-188, 191, 209, 
212, 221, 223-227, 229-230, 
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Caesar, Julius...49
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car wash...134
cast…92
cat...2, 246, 296
census...196-197
checkers…256

Christmas…153-154
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Citizen Kane...244, 248
college...193

Colman, Ronald…95
comic book...70, 226, 290, 293, 

295, 298
compass…142-143
croquet…210
crow…56
cuckoo clock…54
cursive…96, 110, 112
Dad and/or Mom...82-83, 261
depression...193-194, 211
Derek, Bo…238, 239
dice…34, 35
diet...19, 20, 257
disco…175, 284
disguises...26, 38
D-minus...42, 52, 262, 281, 305
Donald Duck…109
Donlevy, Brian…95
doughnut...60
Dr. Beagle and Mr. Hyde…190
drawing...258, 265-266
driveway…113 
Dwyer, Richard…168
Easter Beagle, The...39
Ecclesiastes...294
electronic games…164
elves…152
Eudora...16, 17, 69, 72, 75-76, 

133-134, 171, 226, 229-230, 
240, 243, 285, 311

farming...65-67, 71, 73-74,
feminism…115-116, 118-119
fishing… 104
Fitzgerald, F. Scott...218
football...91-92, 111, 115-116, 

118, 270, 282, 294
Forbes, Ralph…95
France/French…13-14, 16-18, 

76, 77, 240
Franklin...28, 235, 238
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gardening...68, 70 
German...55, 231
“Good grief”…12, 91, 189, 257, 

282
golf...7, 198, 201, 204, 206, 277, 

283
Grant, Ulysses S....263
Great Pumpkin, The...39, 285
Hamilton, Neil…95
handwriting…36, 106, 142, 143
Hannibal...52
Hans Brinker…313
“Happy Birthday Amy”…93
Henry the Sixth...170
hiking...49-50, 94-95, 97, 117, 

151-152, 155, 214-215, 235-236
hockey...154, 302
Holmes, Oliver Wendell...217
homework...10, 108, 191
hospital...80, 82-83, 85-87
hot chocolate…161, 180
hot dogs...200
ice skating...168
Jeremiah...227
Joe Cool…110, 128
jogging...172, 179
jury duty…112-113
King, Billie Jean…118
“Kiss Me Once”…8
kite...30, 183, 187-188, 222
kite-eating tree…183
labor contract...162
law...299, 301
leaking ceiling...136-137, 169-

170
library...7-8, 52
Lincoln, Abraham...301
Little Red-Haired Girl…19, 127
mailbox...19, 207, 218

Malden, Karl...8
Marcie...1, 7-8, 15, 22-23, 28, 

52, 76-77, 85-87, 105, 115-116, 
118-119, 125, 127, 136-137, 
139, 148-149, 159, 164, 167, 
169, 175-176, 178-179, 184, 
196, 198, 201, 204, 208, 218-
220, 223-224, 226-227, 229-
230, 236-239, 245, 247-248, 
250, 263-265, 270, 274-275, 
280-281, 290, 292-293, 295-
296, 298, 301, 305, 313

marshmallow...120, 161, 220, 
284

Mauldin, Bill...135, 292
McEnroe, John…211, 212
Mickey Mouse…109
Mother’s Day...213
Moses...7
movie theater…140
music...55, 93, 244, 256, 284, 

286, 290, 307, 311
music camp…244, 245, 250, 251
mustache...64-65
nest…126, 128
Newcombe, Josh…212
New Year…156-157
Old Testament...197
Patty…166

Peppermint Patty...1, 4-5, 7, 8, 
15, 22-23, 25, 28, 30, 33, 38, 
40, 42, 52, 82, 85-87, 105, 109-
110, 115-116, 118-119, 122, 
124-125, 127, 130, 136-137, 
139-140, 148-150, 159-160, 
164, 167, 169-170, 175-176, 
178-179, 182, 184-185, 198, 
201-204, 207-208, 217-220, 
223-224, 226-227, 229-230, 
236-239, 262-265, 270, 272, 
274-275, 277, 280-281, 289-
290, 292-293, 295-296, 298, 
301, 305, 308, 313

pen pal...106, 242
Peter Rabbit…114
piano...58, 62, 74, 86, 241, 244-

245, 250-251, 278, 307, 311
Pig-Pen...175-176, 178, 184, 207
pirates...7
psychiatric help...12, 57, 211, 

302
Poe, Edgar Allan...1
pool...253-254
“POW”...233, 252
prayer...229
present...153
python…121
quail...192
raccoons...26

rafting...225
recipe...290
Red Baron...13, 16, 247, 262

report card...22
reporter...31
root beer...17, 262, 284, 286, 

287, 292
ruler...160-161
Santa Claus…143, 152
Savalas, Telly…95
schmuckle ball...232, 233
school...1-2, 4-5, 11, 15, 17, 23, 

25, 28, 31-32, 38, 40, 52, 58-59, 
88, 100, 123, 131, 145, 157, 
222-223, 262, 264-266, 269, 
272, 275, 280, 301, 308,

Schroeder...1, 5, 20-21, 43-44, 
58, 62, 74, 79, 86, 190, 206, 
212, 241, 244, 245, 247, 248, 
251, 277-278, 307, 311

“Sigh”...16, 33
skateboarder…37
sleeping bag...120, 141 
smudge…106, 142-143, 242, 301
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Snoopy...1-6, 9-14, 16-21, 24, 
26-27, 29-30, 32, 37-39, 43-45, 
49-50, 53-56, 58-60, 64-67, 69, 
71-78, 80-81, 83-84, 88, 90, 
92-95, 97-98, 102-104, 106, 
109-110, 112, 113, 117, 120-
122, 124-125, 128-132, 135, 
139, 141-143, 145, 147-148, 
151-158, 160-161, 163-165, 
167-170, 172-173, 175, 177-
178, 181-182, 185, 187-188, 
190-194, 196-197, 200, 202, 
204-206, 208, 210-218, 221, 
224-225, 233-234, 236-239, 
241-243, 245-248, 250-251, 
253-254, 256-258, 261, 263, 
265, 267-269, 271-281, 283-
284, 286-289, 291-293, 295-
303, 305-307, 310-313

snow...151, 167, 180
snowball…144
snowman...6, 9, 154, 295

Spike...98, 228
stocking cap...153, 173
sulking...163
summer camp…223, 224, 226, 

227, 229, 230
suppertime...2, 10-11, 13, 18,

“Sweet Babboo”…227
Tinkertoys...238
telephone...23, 52-53, 84, 85, 252

tennis...41, 44, 64, 81, 211-212, 
297

theology...23, 34
Tolstoy, Leo…186, 221
travel...244-245, 247-248, 250-

251, 267
TV...12, 19, 51, 53, 108 
Twain, Mark...208
typewriter…139
umlaut…55
unnamed Peanuts…133, 134, 

196
Valentines...19-20, 174-176, 178
Van Pelt, Linus...3, 6, 10-12, 

34-35, 39, 46-47, 51, 62, 64, 
68, 70, 73-74, 79-80, 85, 89, 
91, 96, 103-104, 106-107, 111, 
113-116, 129-131, 133-134, 
144, 146, 149, 154, 158, 164, 
173, 179-180, 182, 189, 194, 
197, 202, 217, 220, 223-224, 
226, 229-230, 235, 245, 251, 
255, 257, 260, 262, 268-269, 
273, 282, 285, 299, 301, 304, 
308, 310

Van Pelt, Lucy...1, 3, 5, 6, 10, 
12, 20, 27, 31-32, 34-35, 37-41, 
43-44, 46-48, 51, 56-58, 61-63, 
68, 70, 73-74, 79-80, 85-86, 
88-89, 91, 100-101, 103, 107, 
113, 116, 123, 127, 130-131, 
139, 144-146, 155, 157-158, 
162-163, 168, 173, 179-182, 
185, 187, 189-190, 194-195, 
199-200, 203, 205-206, 211, 
217, 221, 223, 226, 231-233, 
235, 241, 244, 249, 251-255, 
257, 259-260, 265, 268, 273, 
278, 282, 285, 294, 300, 302, 
307-308, 311

Van Pelt, Rerun...304
Veterans Day…135
Volley, Molly…64
watchdog...10
watermelon...236
Willie and Joe…135
women’s sports…115, 116, 118, 

119
Woodstock...1, 3-5, 9, 19-20, 22, 

24, 26, 29-30, 43, 45, 49-50, 
54-56, 58-60, 65-67, 71, 73-74, 
84, 102, 109, 112-113, 122, 

125-126, 128, 131, 135, 138, 
141, 147-148, 151-152, 155-
156, 164-165, 167, 173, 181, 
191-193, 196, 199, 202, 206, 

210, 213-216, 233-234, 236-
237, 239, 244-246, 251, 254, 
256-257, 265-268, 271, 273-
275, 278-281, 283-284, 297, 
299, 302-303, 307, 310-313

World War I flying ace...13-14, 
16-17, 37-38, 76-77, 227, 230, 
231, 240, 245, 247, 250, 262, 
286-287, 289, 292-293

World War II...8, 135
writing...2, 25, 44, 58, 85, 242, 

258, 263, 271, 277, 299, 301, 
305, 309

“WUMP”...190
zamboni…168, 302
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Charles M. Schulz was born November 26, 1922, 
in Minneapolis. His destiny was foreshadowed 

when an uncle gave him, at the age of two days, the 
nickname “Sparky” (after the racehorse Spark Plug in 
the newspaper strip Barney Google).
	 Schulz grew up in St. Paul. By all accounts, he 
led an unremarkable, albeit sheltered, childhood. He 
was an only child, close to both parents. His eventual 
career path was nurtured by his father, who bought 
four Sunday papers every week — just for the comics.
	 An outstanding student, he skipped two grades 
early on, but began to flounder in high school — per-
haps not so coincidentally at the same time kids are 
going through their cruelest, most status-conscious 

period of socialization. The pain, bitterness, insecurity, 
and failures chronicled in Peanuts appear to have
originated from this period of Schulz’s life.
	 Although Schulz enjoyed sports, he also found 
refuge in solitary activities: reading, drawing, and 
watching movies. He bought comic books and Big 
Little Books, pored over the newspaper strips, and 
copied his favorites — Buck Rogers, the Walt Disney 
characters, Popeye, Tim Tyler’s Luck. He quickly 
became a connoisseur; his heroes were Milton Caniff, 
Roy Crane, Hal Foster, and Alex Raymond.
	 In his senior year in high school, his mother 
noticed an ad in a local newspaper for a correspon-
dence school, Federal Schools (later called Art 
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Instruction Schools). Schulz passed the talent test, 
completed the course, and began trying, unsuccessful-
ly, to sell gag cartoons to magazines. (His first pub-
lished drawing was of his dog, Spike, and appeared in 
a l937 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! installment.)
	 After World War II had ended and Schulz was 
discharged from the army, he started submitting gag 
cartoons to the various magazines of the time; his 
first breakthrough, however, came when an editor  
at Timeless Topix hired him to letter adventure  
comics. Soon after that, he was hired by his alma 
mater, Art Instruction, to correct student lessons 
returned by mail.
	 Between 1948 and 1950, he succeeded in selling 
17 cartoons to the Saturday Evening Post — as well as, 
to the local St. Paul Pioneer Press, a weekly comic
feature called Li’l Folks. It ran in the women’s
section and paid $10 a week. After writing and
drawing the feature for two years, Schulz asked for
a better location in the paper or for daily exposure,  
as well as a raise. When he was turned down on  
all three counts, he quit.
	 He started submitting strips to the news-
paper syndicates. In the spring of 1950, 
he received a letter from the United 
Feature Syndicate, announcing its 
interest in his submission, Li’l Folks. 
Schulz boarded a train in June for 
New York City; more interested in 
doing a strip than a panel, he also 
brought along the first installments  

of what would become Peanuts — and that was what 
sold. (The title, which Schulz loathed to his dying day, 
was imposed by the syndicate). The first Peanuts daily 
appeared October 2, 1950; the first Sunday, January 6,  
1952.
	 Prior to Peanuts, the province of the comics  
page had been that of gags, social and political  
observation, domestic comedy, soap opera, and  
various adventure genres. Although Peanuts changed, 
or evolved, during the 50 years Schulz wrote and drew 
it, it remained, as it began, an anomaly on the comics 
page — a comic strip about the interior crises of the 
cartoonist himself. After a painful divorce in 1973 
from which he had not yet recovered, Schulz told a 
reporter, “Strangely, I’ve drawn better cartoons in 
the last six months — or as good as I’ve ever drawn. 
I don’t know how the human mind works.” Surely, 
it was this kind of humility in the face of profoundly 
irreducible human questions that makes Peanuts as 
universally moving as it is.
	 Diagnosed with cancer, Schulz retired from 
Peanuts at the end of 1999. He died on February 12, 

2000, the day before his last strip was published 
(and two days before Valentine’s Day), 

 having completed 17,897 daily and 
Sunday strips, each and every one 

fully written, drawn, and lettered 
entirely by his own hand — an 
unmatched achievement 
in comics.          
 	   —Gary Groth











COMING IN THE COMPLETE PEANUTS: 1981–1982

Linus is not Sally’s “Sweet Babboo”... Spike is drafted into the WWI infantry, and Marbles takes his 
bow... Charlie Brown joins Peppermint Patty’s baseball team... Sally gets fat... Charlie Brown and his 
team lose their baseball field... Marcie caddies for Peppermint Patty... The Van Pelts get into farming... 
Peppermint Patty and the “butterfly miracle”... And the return of Molly Volley and “Crybaby” Boobie.


