












THE COMPLETE PEANUTS
by Charles M. Schulz

published by 
Fantagraphics Books

Editor: Gary Groth
Designer: Seth

Production Manager: Kim Thompson
Production, assembly, and restoration: Paul Baresh

Archival and production assistance: Marcie Lee and Alexa Koenings
Index compiled by Jenna Allen and Ian Burns

Associate Publisher: Eric Reynolds 
Publishers: Gary Groth & Kim Thompson

Special thanks to Jeannie Schulz, without whom
this project would not have come to fruition.

Thanks also to John R. Troy and the 
Charles M. Schulz Creative Associates,

especially Paige Braddock and Kim Towner.
Thanks for special support from United Media.

The Complete Peanuts is copyright © 2010 United Feature Syndicate, Inc. The foreword is © 2010 Alec 
Baldwin. “Charles M. Schulz: 1922 to 2000” is copyright © 2009 Gary Groth. All rights reserved. Permission to 
duplicate materials from Peanuts comic strips must be obtained from United Feature Syndicate. Permission to 

quote or reproduce for reviews and notices must be obtained from the respective copyright holders.
United Feature Syndicate’s Peanuts® web site may be accessed at www.snoopy.com. 

Fantagraphics Books, 7563 Lake City Way, Seattle, WA 98115, USA. For a free full-color catalogue of comics, 
call 1-800-657-1100. Our books may be viewed on our website at www.fantagraphics.com. 

Distributed to the book trade by:

USA: W.W. Norton and Company, Inc.
500 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010

212-354-5500
Order Department: 800-233-4830

CANADA: Canadian Manda Group
165 Dufferin Street, Toronto, Ontario CANADA M6K 3H6

Order department: 416-516-0911

ISBN: 978-1-60699-375-0          
First printing: June, 2010          Printed in China





Charles M. Schulz at his 
drawing board at 1 Snoopy 
Place, circa 1975. Courtesy 
of the Schulz Family.







Peanuts has always been about two 
opposing human frailties to me. Floating 

like a comic strip’s balloon over my childhood 
and beyond, Charles Schulz’s characters 
have symbolized the innocence and anxiety of 
youth and how they affect each other. Charlie 
Brown was probably the first “person” I was 
introduced to who wanted things in life that 
I wanted, that I assume we all wanted; yet, 
at the same time, I wondered why he wanted 
them. He brought an existential view of the 

world to my attention, however simply, long 
before I would read Nietzsche and Sartre.

Surrounding Charlie Brown was every kind 
of dream, loss, hope, temptation, provocation, 
and frustration life has to offer. Charlie 
Brown did not face all of those events and 
challenges by himself. Schulz created boys 
and girls and even a dog, with an urge toward 
self-examination that Salinger would admire. 
Serving as both friends and foils for Charlie 
Brown, these characters would eventually 
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forge their own identities and become icons 
used to distinguish personality types we have 
all lived among, wrestled with, and loved.

There was a woman in my life that I 
nicknamed Lucy. She was corrosively honest,  
controlling, confrontational, and the love  
of my life. Underneath her bluster and her 
rigid view of the world was a decent, caring, 
loyal friend. Schulz’s Lucy 
was an element in my former 
girlfriend’s personality as 
strong as any personality  
trait in Charlotte Brontë’s 
women. Or Tennessee 
Williams’ women. Or 
Candace Bushnell’s women. 
Lucy foreshadowed the 
empowered alpha female  
personified by contemporary 
women like Billie Jean King, Margaret 
Thatcher, Helen Gurley Brown, and Hillary 
Clinton. In Peanuts, behind every great and 
greatly neurotic man is a woman coaxing 
you, kicking you or cooing at you, all without 
reservations, yet always with the best of 
intentions.

Schulz introduced me to Schroeder (per-
haps the first “person” I ever met whose name 
began with four consecutive consonants) and 
Schroeder introduced me to Beethoven. Not 
just the name, but the man and his monolithic 
aura. Beethoven’s bust sat atop Schroeder’s 
piano (both scowling at the world) and com-
pelling Schroeder onward to practice, practice, 

practice. Eventually, in the 
Peanuts television specials, 
Beethoven’s actual music 
would emanate from that 
piano and, along with Vince 
Guaraldi’s original composi-
tions, pieces like Beethoven’s 
monumental Hammer-
klavier Sonata (opus 106) 
became a part of my world 
as well.

Everyone knows a Pig-Pen, a Linus. 
Everyone has walked to the mirror first  
thing in the morning, with bed hair shooting  
in all directions, and thought, “It’s Wood-
stock!” Everyone has faced, even embraced, 
within himself (even in middle-age!) the Walter 
Mitty-ish inner life of Snoopy. Snoopy is,  



perhaps, Schulz’s most advanced, most com-
plicated character. Whereas Charlie Brown 
brings his trudging, Jimmy Stewart-like 
decency and predictability to each one of 
his quixotic endeavors, Snoopy, in his own 
mind, is more Wright Brothers, more Bill 
Gates, more “I see things that never were and 
say why not” than any of the other Peanuts 
troupe. Snoopy is brave to the 
point of stupidity — in his own 
mind. He is cool in a manner 
only Ian Fleming could cap-
ture — in his own mind. On 
the fifty-yard line of life, he 
can score at will with seconds 
on the clock — in his own 
mind. Part Chuck Yeager, 
part James Bond, part Johnny 
Unitas, Snoopy is that part 
of us that will not rest, will 
not resign, will not retire until all of the Red 
Barons have been eliminated from our skies. 
Whereas Charlie Brown is faith, Snoopy is 
hope. Whereas Charlie Brown believes all will 
end well, Snoopy will make it so. At least in 
his own mind.

When Schulz’s characters appeared on TV, 
Schulz was taking an enormous risk. His 
unimaginably successful creations seemed, 
on the surface, ineluctably “written”: to be 
seen and read, but not heard. Then Lee 
Mendelson, Bill Melendez, and Schulz pulled 
off something that was nothing less than mag-
ical. They gave voice and music and design 

to an animated Peanuts. The 
result was programming that 
joins Frank Capra and Andy 
Williams and cranberry sauce 
as emblematic of what the 
holidays could be, and often 
are, if only in our hearts.

Charles Schulz is like 
Twain to me. Simple 
characters, simple settings, 
simple stories. But their 
impact is enormous, it is 

moving, and it is forever. And though I can 
only speculate that if Mark Twain lived in our 
more desperately self-rationalizing times and 
had decided he wanted to draw his characters, 
he’d have created something like Peanuts, 
thank God Schulz actually did.
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Aaron, Hank...87
“Aaugh!”...3, 6, 64, 78, 95, 160, 

182, 189, 240, 275
Ace Country Club...72, 73, 75, 

76, 78, 79, 81
Albo the Great...8
Alice in Wonderland...5
ampersand…126, 127
Austin...31, 33, 37
backpacking...239, 245, 302
banana...275
baseball...32-34, 37, 40, 47, 59, 

77, 84, 87, 109, 193-194, 198, 
205, 211, 213-214, 220, 249-
250, 298

bean bag…270
bread crumbs...161
Bach, Johann Sebastian...306
Bacon, Francis...46
Beethoven, Ludvig Van...150, 

151, 164, 247, 303, 304, 306, 
307

Beagle Scout Troop...174-175, 
195-196, 200, 242, 245, 255-
256, 296, 299, 302, 305, 311, 
314

      Bill (mentioned)...195-196,
        255, 299, 314 
    Conrad (mentioned)...195-
        196, 255, 299, 314 
    Olivier (mentioned)...195- 
        196, 242, 245 (only shown),
        255, 299, 314
Bethlehem...155
Bible, the...172, 200, 202, 290
birthday...218
“blockhead”…276
“Blues in the Night”...267
Boobie, Bobby...237 
Boobie, “Crybaby”...237, 238, 

240-241
Book of Genesis, The...100, 103
Book of Jeremiah, The...133
Book of John, The...133
Book of Kings, The...69
Book of Luke, The...133
Book of Matthew, The...133
bowling...193
Bronze Age, The...110
Brown, Charlie...1, 11, 14, 17, 21, 

22, 24, 25, 27, 28, 30-37,  39, 40, 
42, 43, 47, 48, 54, 55, 57, 59-61, 
63, 64, 70, 71, 77,  80, 84, 87, 89, 
90, 93, 94, 96-100, 102, 103, 105-
107, 109, 111, 112, 117, 121-124, 
126, 127, 130, 132, 134, 138, 
139, 142, 143, 145, 146, 152-157, 
166, 169, 171, 177-179, 181-182, 
188-189, 192-194, 197- 198, 
201, 202, 204-205, 207, 211-214, 
216-217, 221, 223- 224, 227-228, 
234-235, 237, 240, 243-244, 246-

250, 252, 254, 258-262, 264-265, 
267- 268, 272, 275, 279, 282, 
286-288, 290, 298, 300-302, 307, 
309-313

Brown, Sally...9, 10, 12-16, 18, 
19, 21, 22, 27, 28, 30, 37, 44-46, 
69, 80, 84, 85, 106, 108, 109, 
114-116, 121, 123, 125-128, 
130, 133, 135, 136, 139, 142, 
146, 151, 152, 155, 156, 163, 
165-166, 168-169, 171-172, 
176-180, 192, 199, 202, 204, 
207-208, 210-211, 213, 220-

  221, 227-229, 231-232, 234-235, 
243, 244, 257, 260, 262, 264-
265, 272, 277-280, 289, 290, 
309-311

    reports/essays...165, 168,
         202, 204, 207-208, 210-
         211, 220, 265, 289, 309,
         310
caddy master…73, 81
“Caisson Song, The”... 233
camping...174-175, 196, 229, 

231, 242

carrier pigeon...225-226
Caterpillar, The...8
cat (neightbor’s)...41 (laughing), 

66 (first doghouse slash), 89, 
97, 129, 135, 149, 158, 164, 
169, 204, 209, 283, 285

checkers…138
Cheshire Cat, The...5, 8, 16
chionophobia…136
chocolate sandwich...277
Christmas...149, 151, 154, 155, 

299, 309-312
Christo...297
classic cars...230
Cleopatra...135
Colby, Frank Moore...290
Daisy Hill Puppy Farm...264
DiMaggio, Joe...250
disco...217, 282, 283
doughnuts…25, 105, 297
earthquake...308
Easter...44, 194
Easter Island...239
“Eek!”...221
Environmental Protection 

Agency, The...27
Eudora...228-229, 231-232, 234, 

246, 276-277, 279, 282-283
Father’s Day...74, 230
“faster than a speeding bul-

let”...225
Fawcett-Majors, Farrah...116
fishing...142, 232
fleuron...178
football...106, 114, 115, 120, 122 

(Lucy pulling ball out), 125, 
127, 275 (again), 291, 292

Forest Hills...61
Franklin...144
Frieda…246
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Frick, Mr....7
George, Phyllis...304
Garden of Gethsemane, 

The...155
golf...42, 43, 72, 73, 75, 76, 78, 

79, 81
Gonzales, Pancho...240-241
“good grief”...3, 60, 76, 178
Goose Eggs, The...39
grandmas...272
grape jelly...181, 256

Gray, Violet...7, 246
Great Pumpkin, The...131-133
Hamlet...169
Halloween...131, 132
Hammurabi...110
Hogan’s Heroes...244, 249
Hollywood...302
Houdini, Harry...8
hockey...26, 90, 160, 162, 220
Humpty Dumpty...5
ice-cream...211
igloo...167
ice skating...6, 7, 159
Ivanhoe...204
Jackson, Reggie...87

Jezebel...69
jogging…4, 18, 38, 49, 112, 117, 

119, 120, 121, 173, 203, 233
John, Elton...186
Jonah...99
King, Bille Jean...312
Kite-Eating Tree...24, 25, 27, 

28, 40
kites...22, 24, 182
last straw...222
Leland...34, 40
Little Red-Haired Girl...222-223, 

261-262, 312-313
Louis XIV...222
Marcie...3, 72, 73, 75, 76, 78, 

79, 81, 132, 133, 144, 147, 148, 
150, 159-160, 162-163, 180, 
184, 186-187, 189-190, 219, 
239, 245, 261-262, 270, 291-295

macramé…298
Masters Golf Tournament, 

The...42, 43
math...266, 271, 294, 298
marshmallow roast...175
Mendelssohn, Moses...51
Milo...34, 36, 37, 39, 40
Moore, Mary Tyler...116
moral victory...198
Mother’s Day...56, 212, 215
mountain climbing...101
’Nam...16
National Jogging Day...120, 121
Needles (City of)...102
New Year’s Day...157, 158, 

313-314
newspaper...253-254
Nile River, The...110
novocain...163
ophthalmologist...186-187
Osmond, Donny and Marie...186

party (New Year’s)…1, 158
Patty…246
Peppermint Patty...2, 3, 22, 51, 

52, 66, 67, 72, 73, 75, 76, 78, 
79, 81, 90, 91, 93, 94, 96, 108, 
110, 111, 120, 121, 123, 126, 
132, 144, 145, 147, 148, 150, 
157, 159-160, 162-163, 165, 
178, 180, 183-184, 186-187, 
189, 201, 205, 219, 222-223, 
239, 245, 262, 266, 270-271, 
291-295, 297

    sleeping in class...67, 120,
        121, 165, 180, 183-184, 
        186-187, 189-190, 219, 222,
        247, 266, 270
photo album... 230
Pig-Pen...179
Pilgrim’s Progress...163
pitcher’s mound (talking)...220, 

259
pool...253, 292

powers of darkness...165
princess...221
principal...183
psychiatric help...223
Pulitzer Prize...3
Queen of Hearts, The...11
rain...172, 178, 197-198, 214, 217

“Rats!”...151, 172, 176, 197, 
276, 301

Revere, Paul...131
Rose, Pete...87
Ruby...31, 33, 36, 39
ruler...165-166, 168-169
Sandburg, Carl...240, 241
Santa Claus...132, 133, 152
school...163, 165-166, 168, 178, 

180, 183-184, 186-187, 189, 
192, 199, 201-202, 205, 208, 
210, 220, 265-266, 270, 271, 
276, 277, 289, 291, 293-295, 
309-310, 313

Schroeder...7, 20, 51, 52, 92, 
104, 109, 111, 150, 151, 156, 
177, 193, 204, 205, 211, 213, 
247, 252, 303-304, 307

Scott, Sir Walter...104
Shakespeare, William...274
shaving cream…88, 89
Shermy…32 (only mentioned)
Six Bunny Wunnies Visit Plains, 

Georgia, The...117
Snoopy...1, 4-8, 11, 15-17, 19, 21, 

22, 24-30, 37, 38, 40-44, 48-50, 
53-58, 60-66, 68-71, 74, 82-91, 
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95-103, 105, 107, 111-114, 117-
121, 123, 124, 127, 129-131, 
135-139, 141, 142, 145-151, 
153, 154, 156, 157, 160, 162, 
164, 167-175, 177, 181, 185, 
188, 190-191, 193, 195-197, 
201-204, 207-212, 215-217, 219, 
222-226, 233, 235-238, 240-243, 
245, 248-249, 251-259, 263-264, 
267-269, 271, 273-274, 276, 
278, 281-287, 288-289, 291-292, 
295-296, 297-301, 306, 308, 
311-313

    as Easter Beagle...44
    as helicopter...15, 16, 19, 48,
         49, 68, 83, 278, 286

    dancing...171, 197, 282, 283,
         289
    as Joe Choke...70
    as Joe Skateboard...66
    as Joe Thousands...107
    as Statue of Liberty...111
snow...135, 136, 156, 296, 299, 

302, 305, 311
snowflakes...4, 135
snowman...23, 172, 296

soccer...216
stars...169, 229, 264
summer camp...228, 229, 231-

232, 234-235
Spike...97, 100, 102, 240-241, 

244, 246-247, 249

“sweet babboo”…13, 16, 18, 176, 
279, 280

Sweetstory, Helen...117
talking schoolhouse…69, 108, 

163, 192, 199, 277
tassel cap...170, 314
tennis...29, 53-55, 57, 58, 60-64, 

70, 95, 135, 179, 185, 191, 216, 
219, 236-238, 240-241, 252, 
258, 263

Tenure, Miss...145, 148, 150
Tiegs, Cheryl...299
“Theatre Royal Covent 

Garden”...209
Tolstoy, Leo...45
Tom Sawyer...199
Twain, Mark...199
Truffles...10, 12, 13, 
“Twelve Days of Christmas, 

The”...312
Ullmann, Liv...87
“Universal Joint, The”...219
unnamed Peanuts kids...9, 10, 

135, 160, 162, 208 (voice only), 
210, 246, 247

Valentine’s Day...20, 176-177
Valley Forge...9,
Van Pelt, Lucy...6, 7, 11, 20, 23, 

27, 28, 30, 32, 35, 40, 47-49, 
51, 52, 54, 59, 71, 77, 83-88, 
98-100, 103, 104, 107, 111, 112, 
114, 116, 122, 124, 140, 143, 
150, 151, 154, 156, 168, 170, 
172, 177, 181-182, 193-194, 
198, 205-206, 211, 213-214, 
216-218, 223, 225, 244, 249, 
250, 252-253, 259, 264, 267-
268, 270-271, 274-275, 286, 
297-298, 300-304, 306-307, 313

Van Pelt, Linus...9, 10, 12, 13, 
15, 16, 21, 23, 35, 40, 44, 48, 
49, 60, 63, 67, 69-71, 83, 85, 
100, 103, 105, 111, 114-116, 
124, 125, 128, 130-134, 136, 
140, 150, 155, 156, 161, 165-
166, 168, 171-172, 176, 192, 
206, 211, 216, 218, 222, 240, 
248-249, 257-258, 261, 278-280, 
282-286, 288, 301, 306, 313

Van Pelt, Rerun...6, 258
Vassar...165

Violet see Gray, Violet
Volley, Molly...55, 57, 58, 60, 

61, 63, 64, 191, 219, 237, 238, 
240-241

War and Peace...45
weather vane...223
weight lifting...225
wilderness survival...174-175
Wimbledon...61
Washington, George...9, 23, 180
    Crossing the Potomac...23
White Rabbit, The...5
“wishy-washy”…262

Woodstock...2, 4-6, 8, 11, 15, 16, 
19, 25-27, 29, 41, 43, 48-53, 56, 
62, 65, 68, 71, 83-85, 87-89, 92, 
96, 101, 109, 113, 114, 117-121, 
129, 130, 135, 137, 141, 142, 
145, 157, 158, 161, 164, 167, 
170, 174-177, 181, 185, 193, 
195-196, 200-202, 204, 205, 
209, 215-216, 219, 222-223, 
225-226, 235-236, 251-253, 
258-259, 267, 269 , 271, 273, 
281, 284, 288-289, 291-292, 
295, 297-299, 301, 305, 308, 
313-314

World War I...99
writing...183, 204, 212-213, 227, 

243, 260, 272-274, 287, 290, 
293, 303-304, 306-307
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Charles M. Schulz was born November 26, 1922, 
in Minneapolis. His destiny was foreshadowed 

when an uncle gave him, at the age of two days, the 
nickname “Sparky” (after the racehorse Spark Plug in 
the newspaper strip Barney Google).
	 Schulz grew up in St. Paul. By all accounts, he 
led an unremarkable, albeit sheltered, childhood. He 
was an only child, close to both parents. His eventual 
career path was nurtured by his father, who bought 
four Sunday papers every week — just for the comics.
	 An outstanding student, he skipped two grades 
early on, but began to flounder in high school — per-
haps not so coincidentally at the same time kids are 
going through their cruelest, most status-conscious 

period of socialization. The pain, bitterness, insecurity, 
and failures chronicled in Peanuts appear to have
originated from this period of Schulz’s life.
	 Although Schulz enjoyed sports, he also found 
refuge in solitary activities: reading, drawing, and 
watching movies. He bought comic books and Big 
Little Books, pored over the newspaper strips, and 
copied his favorites — Buck Rogers, the Walt Disney 
characters, Popeye, Tim Tyler’s Luck. He quickly 
became a connoisseur; his heroes were Milton Caniff, 
Roy Crane, Hal Foster, and Alex Raymond.
	 In his senior year in high school, his mother 
noticed an ad in a local newspaper for a correspon-
dence school, Federal Schools (later called Art 



Instruction Schools). Schulz passed the talent test, 
completed the course, and began trying, unsuccessfully, 
to sell gag cartoons to magazines. (His first published 
drawing was of his dog, Spike, and appeared in a l937 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not! installment.)
	 After World War II had ended and Schulz was 
discharged from the army, he started submitting gag 
cartoons to the various magazines of the time; his 
first breakthrough, however, came when an editor  
at Timeless Topix hired him to letter adventure  
comics. Soon after that, he was hired by his alma 
mater, Art Instruction, to correct student lessons 
returned by mail.
	 Between 1948 and 1950, he succeeded in selling 
17 cartoons to the Saturday Evening Post — as well as, 
to the local St. Paul Pioneer Press, a weekly comic
feature called Li’l Folks. It ran in the women’s
section and paid $10 a week. After writing and
drawing the feature for two years, Schulz asked for
a better location in the paper or for daily exposure,  
as well as a raise. When he was turned down on  
all three counts, he quit.
	 He started submitting strips to the news- 
paper syndicates. In the spring of 1950,  
he received a letter from the United 
Feature Syndicate, announcing  
its interest in his submission,  
Li’l Folks. Schulz boarded a train 
in June for New York City; more 
interested in doing a strip than a 
panel, he also brought along the first 

installments of what would become Peanuts — and 
that was what sold. (The title, which Schulz loathed 
to his dying day, was imposed by the syndicate). The 
first Peanuts daily appeared October 2, 1950; the first 
Sunday, January 6, 1952.
	 Prior to Peanuts, the province of the comics  
page had been that of gags, social and political  
observation, domestic comedy, soap opera, and  
various adventure genres. Although Peanuts changed, 
or evolved, during the 50 years Schulz wrote and drew 
it, it remained, as it began, an anomaly on the comics 
page — a comic strip about the interior crises of the 
cartoonist himself. After a painful divorce in 1973 
from which he had not yet recovered, Schulz told a 
reporter, “Strangely, I’ve drawn better cartoons in 
the last six months — or as good as I’ve ever drawn. 
I don’t know how the human mind works.” Surely, 
it was this kind of humility in the face of profoundly 
irreducible human questions that makes Peanuts as 
universally moving as it is.
	 Diagnosed with cancer, Schulz retired from 
Peanuts at the end of 1999. He died on February 12, 

2000, the day before his last strip was published 
(and two days before Valentine’s Day) 

— having completed 17,897 daily and 
Sunday strips, each and every one 

fully written, drawn, and lettered 
entirely by his own hand — an 
unmatched achievement in 
comics.          
 	   —Gary Groth
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COMING IN THE COMPLETE PEANUTS: 1979-1980

Snoopy flirts with both Eudora and Marcie, in different languages... Peppermint Patty sues her school 
over a ceiling leak... Charlie Brown ends up in the hospital and thinks he may be dying... Blackjack 
Snoopy, Riverboat Gambler (plus Snoopy, Census Taker and Snoopy, World Famous Surveyor)... 
Peppermint Patty and Marcie get militant about equal pay for women... Snoopy’s scout troop goes  
co-ed with the addition of Harriet... and the single most unexpected romance in Peanuts history!


