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The pint-sized (four feet eleven inches) dynamo Kristin 
Chenoweth swept the Tony, Drama Desk and Outer Critics 
Circle Awards with her turbocharged portrayal of Sally 
Brown in the 1998-1999 revival of the musical You’re 
a Good Man, Charlie Brown. (The notoriously hard to 
please drama critic John Simon called her performance 
“perfection.”)
	 Since then she has split her exploding career among the 
roles of recording artist (two solo CDs), film and television 
actress (The West Wing, Pushing Daisies), and stage 
actress, including a Tony-nominated run as the original 
Glinda in Wicked— but she maintains a special fondness 
for her role as Charlie Brown’s little sister.
	 Ms. Chenoweth took time out from her busy schedule 

to answer questions about You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown, Peanuts, and Charles Schulz.
	 (To see her perform Sally’s signature song “My New 
Philosophy” go to YouTube and search, using the words 
“Chenoweth” and “Philosophy.” The soundtrack album is 
also available.)

How did you get the role of Sally in You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown?

I had been offered a role in Annie Get Your Gun with 
Bernadette Peters. I then got the appointment to audi-
tion for Charlie Brown. The director, Michael Mayer, 
cast me and the rest is history.
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Did you read Peanuts as a child or young girl, and did you 
feel any special kinship to Sally?

I was lucky to play Sally because she was my favorite 
character. I was a little sister myself, so I could relate to 
being the youngest. I also thought she was the funniest 
because she had the most adult sense of humor, which, 
coming out of that little body, is pretty funny.
   
The consensus was certainly that your Sally pretty much 
stole the show in that version of the play.

Sally could not have been a break-
through character without the rest 
of the characters being so strong. 
Her relationship with Snoopy was 
especially important. We can thank 
Charles Schulz for all of that. I 
also adored the Sally wig that Paul 
Huntley made. She had these crazy 
loose curls that unraveled when she 
did!
 
Even though they were introduced as babies in the early 
days of the strip, characters like Schroeder, Lucy and Linus 
all quickly “grew up” to the point where they were implicitly 
close in age to the “older” characters (Linus doesn’t act any 
younger than Charlie Brown, for instance); Sally is unique 
— at least until Rerun came along — in that she remained 
younger (both smaller and in terms of her personality) than 
the rest. How did this affect your portrayal of Sally? 

Because I was a little sister myself and I was much 
smaller than everybody else, I knew exactly how she 
felt. Trying to keep up with the big kids, but falling 
short and being frustrated about it. That’s what made 
her so fun to play. Her frustration about it. It’s funny 
that the person she most related to was the dog.

Can you draw any lines or comparisons between Sally and 
other characters you’ve played, such as Cunegonde (in 
Candide) or Glinda? Is there a “type” of character you’re 

attracted to or are being cast as? 
  
I’ve been lucky enough in my career, 
to not necessarily be type cast. I find 
it lucky that I get to play Lily in the 
movie musical Annie, then turn around 
and play Marian in The Music Man. 
All the characters I’ve chosen to play 
in film, television, and theatre are very 
different.

That’s true. We thought you might spe-
cialize in extroverts, but Marian the 

Librarian sinks that theory. Do you think, based on the 
strips (and the show), Schulz had a good insight into girls 
and women? 
  
Yes! I also loved his sophisticated sense of humor.

What does Sally see in Linus, do you think? How hurt is she 
at his rejection? (Actually, of all the Peanuts characters 
suffering from unrequited love, she seems to take it the most 



in stride — if not outright denial.)

I don’t think there’s a girl alive who doesn’t know the 
pain of rejection.

Aside from Linus and Snoopy, Sally’s most important rela-
tionship is obviously with her brother Charlie Brown. How 
do you, as the person who played Sally, think she sees her 
brother? She seems to be both solicitous of his (relatively) 
greater wisdom and dismissive of it, 
with a combination of irritation and 
fondness. But maybe that’s every young-
er sibling in a nutshell?

I think that when you’re a young sib-
ling you really don’t want to believe 
everything your older siblings say, 
but deep down you know you should. 
You also really trust them. When I 
was a little girl my brother had me 
put a stick in my mouth and wanted 
to try to use a whip to get it out... 
Because I trusted him so much I will-
ingly put the stick in my mouth. My 
mom caught us just in time to stop the fiasco.

What’s your favorite line (or lines) of Sally’s from the play?

She comes out very sadly dragging her jump rope. 
Charlie Brown says, “Sally, what’s wrong?” Sally 
replies, “I was jumping rope. Everything was fine. And 
then suddenly everything seemed so futile.” The adults 

in the crowd loved that one.

Is there any other comics or cartoon character you could 
ever imagine playing?

Betty Boop.  

We can totally see that. Did you ever get to meet Charles 
Schulz?

  
I never had the fortune of meeting 
Charles face to face; however, when I 
was nominated for the Tony, and later 
when I won, he sent me flowers and 
told me I was born to play Sally.

You were one of a few people who sang at 
Charles Schulz’s memorial service. Was 
that an emotional experience? 
 
Singing at Charles Schulz’s memorial 
was incredibly emotional because an 
American treasure had passed away. 
Seeing people like Billie Jean King was 

amazing. Charles Schulz would’ve been pleased.
  
How do you place Peanuts in your own history, both person-
al and in terms of your career? 
  
Peanuts will always remain special to me. Doing Charlie 
Brown on Broadway was one of the happiest times of 
my life.
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3-D…118
“555 95472” a.k.a “5”…29, 50, 

189
“Aaugh!”…1, 116, 138, 204, 221, 

228, 247, 252, 278
alarm clock…238
algebra...18
“American Pie” (song)…238
April Fool…40
art appreciation…55, 109
attorney…162-163, 165-166, 

286, 288
balloon…67, 69, 104
Barrett, Elizabeth…45
baseball…25-26, 30-31, 33-35, 

39-40, 42, 47, 57-59, 63, 67, 
79, 83-84, 92, 97, 101-102, 187, 
189-191, 200, 206, 208, 212, 
220, 236, 246-247, 249-250, 252-
253, 262

bat…292
Baxter, Anne…218
beach ball…258-259
Beagle-Board…1, 25
Beagle Book Club…43
beak-bleed…85, 93
beep!...9, 33
Bible…49, 96, 154, 303-304
blanket…15, 33, 82, 95, 133, 

135-136, 138-139, 214, 216, 219, 
231, 276

“Bleah!”…25, 100, 142, 154, 172, 
177, 190, 194, 201, 245, 248, 263

blood sugar...28
blowing your mind...3
blue jay...51
bonehead English...114
Brahms, Johannes…307
bread...145
bread crumbs...3, 300
Brown, Charlie…2-4, 6-7, 9-10, 

12-14, 16, 18-23, 25-28, 30-31, 
33-37, 39-40, 42, 45, 47, 49-51, 
53-54, 57-61, 63, 65-67, 69, 
71, 75-76, 78-79, 81-82, 83-85, 
87-88, 91, 9, 1543-94, 96-103, 
108, 114-116, 118-121, 123-124, 
126-127, 130, 132, 134, 136-139, 
143-144, 146, 153, 156, 158, 
161, 163, 166-168, 170-175, 177-
178, 180-191, 193, 197, 199-204, 
206, 208, 210, 212, 214, 216-
220, 222-225, 228-231, 235-239, 
246-247, 249-253, 255-259, 261-
262, 266-267, 269, 274, 276-278, 
280, 285-291, 301, 305-306, 
310-311, 314

Brown, Sally…3, 11, 19, 24, 27, 
29, 39, 49-52, 54-55, 74-76, 
81-82, 86, 99, 106, 108-109, 114-
115, 123-125-126, 142, 144, 153, 
159, 171-173, 188, 194, 197, 
204, 210, 216, 222-223, 235, 
237-238, 258-259, 261, 273-274, 
276, 285-287, 294, 299-301, 306

    Sally’s reports/essays…11, 24, 
      27, 29, 55, 108, 126, 159, 188,
     204, 210, 222, 237, 261, 301,
     306 (see also “Show and 

Tell”)
Browning, Robert…45
bug…100
butterfly…34, 89, 117

calendar…157
carnival…66-67, 69
cats…1, 49, 157, 199, 201-202, 

204
chauvinism (Beagle)…168
chemistry...64
Christmas…147, 153-154, 192, 

301, 303-304, 307-313
Citizen Kane…110, 287
claustrophobia…132
coat-hanger sculpture…194
Communist…259
convertible…203
Cosell, Howard…262
cowboys…235
croquet…70
Daisy Hill Puppy Farm…170, 

255, 298, 302
deficit eating…158
“Dial-a-Loser”…208
dinosaurs…306
dreams…211, 305
dress code…159-160, 162-163, 

165-166
duck...168
Dutch Waltz…148
Dylan, Bob…57
eagle...7, 93
Eagle Camp…7, 85, 88, 90, 93
Easter…3, 44, 197
Easter Beagle…44, 197
ecology...186
ecology report…117
egg…244
electric typewriter…261
elevators…109, 132
English Sheep Dog…156
“Everything You Always Wanted 

to Know…”…105
fall…110, 125
Father’s Day…74, 230
field trip…54-55

figure skating...147-148, 150-151
fishing…88, 113
flea collar…173
Fleming, Peggy…85, 148
flower…75, 78, 82, 210, 215, 293
fly balls...98
Fourth of July…237
football…106, 109, 112, 115-116, 

140, 262, 264-265, 267-268, 
274, 278

foreign legion...69
Franklin …18, 139, 156, 159-160, 

162, 183, 186, 192, 223, 268, 
282-283

Frieda…200
Frisbee…105-106, 128
Godfather, The…280
golf…268
“Good grief”…74, 87, 88, 170, 

199, 304, 307
Great Pumpkin…131
Groundhog Day…74
gully cats…126-127, 204, 225, 241
“Ha Ha, Herman”…120-121, 

123-124
Halloween …131
Hayward, Susan…218
Head Beagle…276-277, 279-280
“Heart of Darkness”…248
hedge toad...240
Henry IV…211
Hesse, Hermann…49
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high-rise...169
hockey…122, 126, 139, 147, 

167, 276
hopscotch…57
hot chocolate…22, 141
Howe, Gordon…139
hummingbird…51, 293
“I can’t stand it”…124, 206
ice cream…58
ice show…147-148, 150-151
ice skates...115
Incas…188
Joe Cool…64, 69, 97, 106, 110, 

114, 141-142, 213-214, 216-217, 
219

Joe Eskimo…275, 281
Joe Family…237
Joe French…231
Joe Jacket…281
Joe Rock…118
jump rope…74, 193
“Ken and Abel”…49
kite…36
lemonade…257
letters/mail…12-13, 15, 20, 22, 

28, 33-34, 43, 45-46, 48, 80, 88, 
102, 106, 110, 154, 157, 161, 
171-172, 175, 193, 230, 276-277, 
301, 308, 311

library…285, 286, 288
Lincoln, Abraham…178, 299
Little Red-Haired Girl…16, 

34-35, 40, 65, 69, 123, 226, 228, 
231-232

locker combination...11
love letters…3, 19-21, 43, 46, 

48, 58
Love Story…57
Marcie …87-88, 90-91, 93-94, 

120-121, 123-124, 226, 228, 232
Marianas Trench…260
marshmallow sundae…58

maypole dance…99
menu…78
metric system…139
migration…294, 195, 297
Mother’s Day…56, 74, 215
Mount Everest…260
movies …17, 29, 57, 114, 115, 

218, 239, 257, 287
nest…32, 37, 100, 101, 105, 169, 

130, 193, 207, 215, 240, 241, 
243, 244, 247, 309

New Year’s…1-2, 157
ocean…27
Of Human Bondage…248
ophthalmologist…256
Orr, Bobby…90
pancake…169
partridge…153
Patty…35, 47, 75, 146, 197
peanut butter sandwich...193
pediatrician…288, 289, 291
pen pal…172
penicillin shot...201

Peppermint Patty…15, 17-19, 
30-31, 33-34, 53, 59, 66-67, 69, 
71, 81, 85, 87-88, 90-91, 93-94, 
119-121, 123-124, 139, 143, 159-
160, 162-163, 165-167, 183, 185-
186, 192, 203, 218, 223, 226, 
228, 231-232, 251, 268-269, 271, 
282-283, 290, 292, 294

perfume…169
playing possum…223
pirate…255
polar cow…275
pompon girls…264
Poochie…308, 311
pottery...213
principal’s office…19, 162, 285
psychiatric help…7, 9-10, 22, 28, 

65, 75, 96, 114, 118, 137, 139, 
200, 245, 278, 305-306

psychology...223
push-ups...106
queen snake…127, 208, 228, 241
questionnaire…302
rabbits…280
raccoon…258
raking…142
“rare gem”…30
“Rats!”…3, 8, 36, 54, 63, 80, 103, 

110, 113, 139, 158, 235, 236, 
244, 256, 303

rain…42, 63, 80, 84, 87-88, 104, 
125, 132, 200, 242

robin...15, 51
roller skates…99, 115, 221
root beer...5, 154
roses...211
Saint-Pol-sur-Mer...5
salary dispute...40
salt lick…292
Santa Claus …144
scarecrow …263
school…11, 15, 18-19, 24, 27, 35, 

39, 51-52, 54-55, 81-82, 99, 108-
109, 125-127, 139, 153, 159-160, 
162-163, 165-166, 183, 192, 194, 
207, 210-211, 223, 225, 261, 
268, 283, 289, 292, 294, 306

Schroeder…12, 37, 39, 50, 61, 
78, 103, 111-112, 141, 144, 147, 
159, 167, 174, 179, 183, 189-

190, 192, 197, 200, 205-207, 
211, 245, 247, 252, 270-271, 
273, 282, 300, 307, 312

science project…18, 19
secret admirer...76
shampoo...227
sheep dog...50
sheepherders…204
Shermy...nowhere in this book
shorthand…41, 58, 149, 166, 175, 

178, 283
show and tell…19, 52, 121, 273, 

300
“shut up and leave me alone” 

kid...87-88, 91, 93, 94, 102

“Sigh”…2, 18, 20, 26, 29-30, 32, 
35, 63, 71, 74, 83, 105, 110, 114, 
119, 121, 137, 139, 141, 164, 
237, 240, 244, 250, 262, 275, 
286, 292

Six Bunny-Wunnies…43, 45-46, 
49, 175, 177, 184, 291

skiing…26
Snoopy…1, 3-10, 12-17, 21-25, 

28, 32, 34, 36-46, 48-52, 57-58, 
60-64, 68-70, 72-73, 75-78, 
80-82, 84-85, 87-91, 93-97, 
99-101, 103, 105-106, 109-110, 
113-114, 117-118, 120-124, 126, 
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128-136, 139-142, 144, 147-154, 
156-158, 160, 162-178, 180-184, 
186-187, 190, 192-193, 195-199, 
201-205, 209-211, 213-214-221, 
223, 227, 231, 233-235, 237-244, 
246, 248, 250, 252-267, 270-271, 
272-277, 279-284, 286, 288, 
290, 292-298, 300-302, 307-311, 
313-314

    dancing…1, 14, 36, 192, 209
    kissing...44, 46, 102, 108, 160. 
      164, 203, 250, 264, 271
snow…4, 6, 8, 13, 16, 26, 144-

149, 152, 155-156, 176, 192, 
299-300, 309-310, 313

snowman…6, 21, 152, 176

sonatas…205
sourdough French bread…4
space program…132
spaghetti…134
sparrow...51, 85
spin the bottle...146
split ends…227, 232
sport coat…135-135
St. Patrick’s Day…74
stars...91
Star Trek…174
student council…165
student union...64
summer camp...85, 87-88, 90-91, 

93-94, 102, 208, 225-226, 228-
229, 231-232

sun glasses…28, 131 (see also 
“Joe Cool”)

supper…14, 37, 76, 95, 134, 158, 
182, 224, 266-267, 310

Sweetstory, Helen…43, 45-46, 
48-49, 175, 177-178, 180-181, 
183-184, 285-286, 288-289, 291

swimming…118
Tale of Two Cities, A…248
telephone wire…42
television…12, 40, 259
tennis…86
tetanus shot…201
Thanksgiving …141-142
“that round-headed kid”...13, 120
thesaurus…75
Thompson…277, 279, 289
toast…19
Tolstoy, Leo …195, 202
turtle-neck sweaters...110
unnamed Peanuts kids…19, 35, 

47, 55, 160
urban renewal…225
Valentine’s Day…19-21, 28, 74
Van Pelt, Linus…1, 4, 6, 13, 15, 

20-21, 24-25, 28-29, 31, 33, 38, 
40, 43-45, 48-51, 56-57, 61-62, 
64, 82, 86, 95, 99, 102, 104-105, 
107, 114-115, 117-118, 126-127, 
131-133, 135-136, 138, 141, 145, 
154-156, 166-167, 169-170, 174, 
180, 183, 186, 189-190, 193, 195-
199, 201-202, 204, 208, 210, 213-
214, 216-217, 219-220, 222-223, 
225, 228-229, 231-232, 238, 241, 
243-244, 252-253, 255, 257-258, 
267, 268, 274-276, 285-289, 294-
295, 299, 303-304, 308-309, 313

      hair standing on end…1,
      25, 50, 86, 95, 135, 219, 285

Van Pelt, Lucy…2, 4, 6-7, 9-10, 
12-13, 15, 17, 22, 24-26, 28-29, 
31, 34-35, 37, 40, 42, 44-50, 
56-57, 60-61, 63-65, 74-76, 
78-79, 81, 83, 92, 96-100, 102-
104, 107, 111-112, 114-118, 126-
127, 133, 137-139, 141, 144-148, 
150-151, 155, 159, 164, 166, 
168-169, 174, 177, 179-180, 182-
183, 187, 189-193, 195, 199-201, 
205-207, 211-214, 217, 219-222, 
225, 230, 236-238, 240, 243-247, 
249-250, 252-253, 256-258, 261, 
264, 270-271, 273-274, 277-278, 
281, 295, 300, 303-307, 312-313

Van Pelt, Rerun…219 (birth 
announced), 220, 222 (named), 
233, 237

vaudeville…259
veterinarian...252-253
Violet…17, 21, 50, 74, 132, 197, 

216, 259, 287
Von Beethoven, Ludwig…12, 78, 

205, 271, 307
vulture…4, 6
waitress…182

Washington, George…24, 178
wishy-washy…121, 182, 185, 

229, 261

Woodstock…1, 3-4, 6-7, 9-10, 
12-13, 15-16, 20, 22, 24-25, 32, 
36-37, 41-42, 51-52, 57-58, 60, 
68, 70-73, 76-77, 79-80, 82, 85, 
88, 90, 93, 96-97, 100-102, 106, 
109, 112-113, 115, 117, 122, 
128-130, 132, 134-135, 140, 142, 
144-145, 149-157, 161, 166, 168-
169, 171-173, 175-178, 180, 187, 
193, 196, 198-199, 202, 204-205, 
207, 209, 211, 215, 220, 224, 
227, 233, 238, 240-244, 248, 
254-255, 261-265, 267-268, 270, 
272, 274, 282-284, 292-298, 300-
301, 307, 309-310, 312-313

      as secretary…41, 58, 72, 79-
         80, 129-130, 149, 166, 177-
         178, 207, 261, 283
War and Peace…195-196, 198-

199, 202
Wayne, John…153
women’s lib …116, 190
World War I Flying Ace…5, 81, 

87-88, 90-91, 93-94, 96, 184
worm school …10, 12-13, 22
writing…2, 8, 19, 24, 27, 33, 38, 

40-41, 43, 48-49, 55, 58, 60-62, 
72, 75, 79-80, 105-106, 108, 117, 
126, 129-130, 144, 159, 171-172, 
175, 181, 183-184, 188, 204, 
207, 210, 222, 234-235, 237, 
248, 260-261, 272-275, 281, 283, 
288, 301-302, 306

zamboni (although not by 
name)…150
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Charles M. Schulz was born November 26, 1922, 
in Minneapolis. His destiny was foreshadowed 

when an uncle gave him, at the age of two days, the 
nickname “Sparky” (after the racehorse Spark Plug in 
the newspaper strip Barney Google).
	 Schulz grew up in St. Paul. By all accounts, he 
led an unremarkable, albeit sheltered, childhood. He 
was an only child, close to both parents. His eventual 
career path was nurtured by his father, who bought 
four Sunday papers every week — just for the comics.
	 An outstanding student, he skipped two grades 
early on, but began to flounder in high school — per-
haps not so coincidentally at the same time kids are 
going through their cruelest, most status-conscious 

period of socialization. The pain, bitterness, insecurity, 
and failures chronicled in Peanuts appear to have
originated from this period of Schulz’s life.
	 Although Schulz enjoyed sports, he also found 
refuge in solitary activities: reading, drawing, and 
watching movies. He bought comic books and Big 
Little Books, pored over the newspaper strips, and 
copied his favorites — Buck Rogers, the Walt Disney 
characters, Popeye, Tim Tyler’s Luck. He quickly 
became a connoisseur; his heroes were Milton Caniff, 
Roy Crane, Hal Foster, and Alex Raymond.
	 In his senior year in high school, his mother 
noticed an ad in a local newspaper for a correspon-
dence school, Federal Schools (later called Art 
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Instruction Schools). Schulz passed the talent test, 
completed the course, and began trying, unsuccessful-
ly, to sell gag cartoons to magazines. (His first pub-
lished drawing was of his dog, Spike, and appeared in 
a l937 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! installment.)
	 After World War II had ended and Schulz was 
discharged from the army, he started submitting gag 
cartoons to the various magazines of the time; his 
first breakthrough, however, came when an editor  
at Timeless Topix hired him to letter adventure  
comics. Soon after that, he was hired by his alma 
mater, Art Instruction, to correct student lessons 
returned by mail.
	 Between 1948 and 1950, he succeeded in selling 
17 cartoons to the Saturday Evening Post — as well as, 
to the local St. Paul Pioneer Press, a weekly comic
feature called Li’l Folks. It ran in the women’s
section and paid $10 a week. After writing and
drawing the feature for two years, Schulz asked for
a better location in the paper or for daily exposure,  
as well as a raise. When he was turned down on  
all three counts, he quit.
	 He started submitting strips to the news-
paper syndicates. In the spring of 1950, 
he received a letter from the United 
Feature Syndicate, announcing its 
interest in his submission, Li’l Folks. 
Schulz boarded a train in June for 
New York City; more interested in 
doing a strip than a panel, he also 
brought along the first installments  

of what would become Peanuts — and that was what 
sold. (The title, which Schulz loathed to his dying day, 
was imposed by the syndicate.) The first Peanuts daily 
appeared October 2, 1950; the first Sunday, January 6,  
1952.
	 Prior to Peanuts, the province of the comics  
page had been that of gags, social and political  
observation, domestic comedy, soap opera, and  
various adventure genres. Although Peanuts changed, 
or evolved, during the 50 years Schulz wrote and drew 
it, it remained, as it began, an anomaly on the comics 
page — a comic strip about the interior crises of the 
cartoonist himself. After a painful divorce in 1973 
from which he had not yet recovered, Schulz told a 
reporter, “Strangely, I’ve drawn better cartoons in 
the last six months — or as good as I’ve ever drawn. 
I don’t know how the human mind works.” Surely, 
it was this kind of humility in the face of profoundly 
irreducible human questions that makes Peanuts as 
universally moving as it is.
	 Diagnosed with cancer, Schulz retired from 
Peanuts at the end of 1999. He died on February 12, 

2000, the day before his last strip was published 
(and two days before Valentine’s Day), 

 having completed 17,897 daily and 
Sunday strips, each and every one 

fully written, drawn, and lettered 
entirely by his own hand — an 
unmatched achievement 
in comics.          
 	   —Gary Groth







COMING IN THE COMPLETE PEANUTS: 1967-1968

Lots of tennis, and an introduction by Billie Jean King...readers meet Rerun Van Pelt...and the talking school-
house...Snoopy and Woodstock have a New Year’s party tiff...a testimonial dinner for Charlie Brown...the 
“snowman playoffs” ...Snoopy becomes a Beagle Scout, a Daisy Hill Puppy Farm Cap finalist, and a one-dog 
puppet show...all this, and the legendary month-long Charlie-Brown-as-“Mister-Sack” sequence!


