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Charles M. Schulz at his 
drawing board at 1 Snoopy 
Place, circa 1975. Courtesy 
of the Schulz Family.







This volume of The Complete Peanuts marks the 
beginning of the second 25 years of Charles 

Schulz’s magnificent strip. For some readers, it also 
offers the question: Have they already run out of 
good people to write the forewords? The dog  
puppet-guy, really? We’re not even into the ’80s yet.

I’d like to reassure those discriminating readers 
that it’s really my qualifications as a Peanuts fan 
and, uh, nerd, that merit my place alongside the 
Cronkites, Keillors, and Whoopis of past forewords. 
I’m someone who already possessed nearly all of the 
Peanuts strips published by Fantagraphics Books so 
far, not only in the Holt Rinehart Winston collec-
tions from the ’60s and ’70s, but also the Fawcett 

Crest books that had the same material, simply 
reprinted into smaller books that I felt the need to 
own as well. I’m someone who populated my room 
with Peanuts felt pennants, calendars, dolls, mugs, 
and any Peanuts-related book, even cookbooks. 
Some family friends built me a chair with a seatback 
that was Linus in the front and Charlie Brown in 
back (fittingly, CB had to settle for Linus’s head 
shape). For Halloween they made me a mushy  
papier-maché Linus mask that scared people for all 
the wrong reasons. When I needed glasses I was 
inordinately excited because Linus once needed 
them, and while other kids thought my choice of 
round wire rims was cool, because they resembled 
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John Lennon’s, I was only trying to look like Linus. 
I had a Snoopy watch and a Linus pillow that I 
briefly tried to use as a security blanket before my 
dad drew the line. I dreamed of being a cartoonist 
and, by age 9, I could draw all the Peanuts charac-
ters, but I never drew them naked or having sex—
out of respect. My friends had to settle for drawings 
of lesser lights, like Dennis the Menace and the 
Flintstones, engaging in that kind of behavior. What 
I mean to say, to those readers who’ve collected all 
of The Complete Peanuts books,  
is, I am you. Or worse.

It was a dark and sunny night 
in the summer of 1967 when 
I went to bed with a 40¢ copy 
of Here Comes Snoopy that my 
father, who has always known 
how to make me laugh, bought 
me that afternoon. I still remem-
ber intending to read a little bit 
before going to sleep, and then 
being up at two in the morning, 
completely hooked, staying up later and laughing 
harder than I ever had in my life. 

So vivid is my memory of that night that I can pin-
point the specific strip (June 28, 1956) that pushed 
me over the edge, or turned a light on inside me, to 
choose a more cheerful metaphor. It was Linus fir-
ing an arrow, intended for Snoopy to fetch, which a 
resting Snoopy catches in his mouth inches past the 

bow, cutting short all the intended fun with crisp effi-
ciency. I guess I’d never seen anything so silly, but 
also sad, at the same time. 

At that age I didn’t really appreciate the melan-
choly that lay behind even the broadest physical 
jokes, and the meanings of words like “anxiety” (or 
the pronunciation of “psychiatric”) weren’t all that 
clear. But the message of Peanuts was already work-
ing on me. I’d been bombarded with entertainment, 
especially cartoons, where good guys and bad guys 

are broadly defined, where les-
sons are always learned, and 
where everything turns out 
right in the end. Peanuts was 
the first comic strip to acknowl-
edge that life can be difficult, 
and disappointing, and even 
lousy. It’s hard to express what 
a gift that message was to chil-
dren. By articulating thoughts I 
had but couldn’t articulate, by 
revealing childhood as a script-

ed ritual filled with roles we’re not all fit to play, and 
by making me laugh at the powerful and unique joke 
of kids not getting what they want, Schulz helped 
take the pressure off my childhood. Contrary to 
what I’d gleaned from the kids in Disney movies 
and sitcoms, I now knew that my childhood stresses 
were not uncommon, and I was able to roll with 
them. It sounds goofy, but if you’re among those 



who’ve chosen to collect all of these volumes your-
self, you probably know what I mean.

You also probably consider Peanuts a classic 
work that deserves to last generations. I feel like it 
will, though its impact on today’s young readers has 
certainly been diluted by imitators. Nowadays it’s 
hard to escape TV shows that don’t feature ensem-
bles of bickering kids, although none have the nerve 
to avoid happy resolutions, and the worst remain 
heavy-handed morality plays straining to nip any 
children anxieties in the bud. 
“Don’t let anyone tell you you’re 
not good enough,” a bear will 
implore to some kids. You can 
almost hear the bear finishing 
the writer’s first draft: “...like my 
father told me. I showed him.” 

We can take solace in knowing 
Schulz’s influence stretched far 
beyond children’s entertainment. 
Schulz was at the forefront of a 
seismic (is there something big-
ger than seismic? Put that in) shift in entertainment, 
from escapism and larger-than-life characters to a 
reflection of ourselves. You can draw a line from 
Peanuts to the explosion of observational humor, to 
movies with average-looking leading men in the ’70s, 
all the way to reality shows that take our comfort in 
other people’s misery to pathological extremes. Wait, 
this was supposed to be about taking solace.

The truth is the comedy of Peanuts has so many 
shades that it’s influenced nearly everyone. People 
like to focus on the emotional and intellectual 
aspects, but the absurd and abstract elements were 
just as groundbreaking. Certainly Snoopy’s fantasy 
life is the jumping off point for much of the silliness, 
and I’ve learned firsthand how much funnier insult 
jokes are with the layer of absurdity provided by a 
dog puppet. But, of course, it’s not limited to Snoopy. 
Think back to Lucy presenting Charlie Brown with 

a slide-show of his faults, then 
flash forward to Albert Brooks 
facing his past in Defending 
Your Life. In this volume, 
check out Woodstock’s bitter 
rejection of burnt toast (March 
2, 1975), then think of Seinfeld 
and the homeless woman’s 
rejection of muffin-bottoms. 
Now do five jumping jacks 
and egg your neighbor’s house. 
Sorry, we foreword writers get 

carried away with our power sometimes. 
In comparing this volume to the last couple, it 

seems the ’75-’76 years took an even sharper turn 
toward the absurd. It’s almost startling how much 
lighter and sillier these cartoons are compared to 
those from just a few years earlier, which featured 
more brilliant, deeper discussions and monologues 
than ever. Maybe the change had to do with Schulz 
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settling into a happier marriage, or simply a desire 
to take some chances rather than repeat himself. 
He highlights a bunch of new characters, including 
Snoopy’s siblings Spike and Belle, Truffles, the object 
of a love triangle in which Snoopy, of course, prevails,  
several “bullies” (who, as always in Peanuts, talk like 
the bullies from the ’30s who probably tormented 
young Sparky), and most notably, numerous inani-
mate objects whose thoughts we’ve never been privy 
to: the pitcher’s mound, the garage, Snoopy’s various 
body parts, and most notably, the 
school, a frustrated old building 
whose non-humanness allows 
Schulz to make the most lascivi-
ous joke I’ve ever read in Peanuts 
(February 3, 1975) and to kill 
off a character (by suicide, of all 
things) without anyone feeling too 
badly.

Lucy’s baiting of Schroeder is 
also sillier than ever, as she com-
pares Beethoven unfavorably 
to Elton John and country music, and Peppermint 
Patty’s endearing gullibility is taken to ridiculous 
extremes. She no longer believes Snoopy is human 
but is able to go through Obedience School without 
ever catching on that she’s the only human student— 
a premise that The Simpsons writers might have 
considered too improbable even for Homer. In these 
pages she’s also the first Great Pumpkin cult recruit 
that never doubts Linus for a moment. And in an 

acid trip of overlapping fantasies she rents Snoopy’s 
doghouse to fly in the Powerpuff Derby only to 
become enraged—not in realizing it’s a doghouse, 
but when Snoopy reclaims it to fight the Red Baron.

Considering all this insanity reminds me of the 
shock I felt when I first saw what Schulz looked 
like. I had bought one of those compilation books 
with material I already had twice—I think it was 
Peanuts Treasury—and on the back was a picture of 
my hero...wearing thick-rimmed glasses and a buzz 

cut! How could the coolest guy 
in the ’60s (remember, I placed 
him ahead of John Lennon) 
have a buzz cut?! Since then 
I’ve learned that all my comedy 
heroes fit a similar mold. It’s 
always the “rebels in sweaters” 
who’ve had more impact than 
the overtly dark, angry poseurs 
who wear rebellion on their 
sleeves. In my lifetime, people 
like Letterman, Steve Martin, 

the Monty Python troupe, and Larry David & 
Seinfeld have affected comedy the most by subvert-
ing it from within. 

And Schulz led the way. Without his core values, 
his underlying ideal of honesty, decency, and humil-
ity, the darkness would never have worked. But it 
worked so well that many people misunderstood 
it. When Schulz passed away, I was frustrated by 
the simplistic eulogies crediting Charlie Brown 
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with exemplifying “the American spirit” of “pick-
ing   yourself up and trying again.” Had I read the 
same comic? Charlie Brown didn’t keep trying to 
kick Lucy’s football out of some inner strength and 
Horatio Alger resolve we were supposed to admire. 
He did it because he was weak. He was flawed, and 
he couldn’t help himself. But that’s exactly why we 
love him. Like all of us, Charlie Brown just need-
ed to feel hope. Hope is what sustains us through 
our troubles, even when we’re afraid to act on our 
dreams. And Charlie Brown is 
a compulsive hopeaholic. His 
weakness was always presented 
not with anger and scorn, but 
with understanding and forgive-
ness, by a man of faith.

On the matter of Schulz  
breaking ground, I’m compelled 
to mention A Charlie Brown 
Christmas, and a specific car-
toon I wrote for Saturday Night 
Live. It featured a disgruntled 
Jesus coming back and zapping 
hypocritical televangelists, then sadly watching the      
holiday be trivialized on television before landing   
on A Charlie Brown Christmas at the moment Linus 
recites from scripture. A close-up of Jesus’ eyes tear-
ing up was meant to be poignant, but, I’ll admit, also 
meant to get a laugh from the audience. It was met 
with a still silence. The audience cherished Linus’s 
moment, and there was simply no instinct to laugh, 

no matter the context. That cartoon was among the 
most popular I’ve ever made for the show, primarily, 
I believe, because of the audience’s shared affection 
for the real thing. I don’t know if A Charlie Brown 
Christmas was Schulz’s favorite Peanuts special—it 
did, after all, have a happier resolution than his 
strips—but he had to be proud of presenting that 
message, in that manner. In today’s world, watching 
that scene with Linus is probably the most religious 
experience many people have during the holidays.

On the first SNL after 
Schulz’s passing I wanted to 
replace my cartoon’s final cred-
it with a tribute. For music, I 
chose “Christmastime Is Here,” 
for me, the ultimate Peanuts 
tune, the saddest happy song 
I’ve ever heard. And I pulled 
out my old Here Comes Snoopy 
book, hoping to find an image 
that would somehow be appro-
priate. Incredibly, in that book 
was a drawing of Linus (August 

8, 1957), having just had his blanket pulled away by 
Snoopy, eyes bugged, hair boinged, but still frozen 
in the thumb-sucking, blanket-holding position. It’s 
exactly how I felt that week, and still feel sometimes 
when things are rough. I sure miss knowing Charlie 
Brown’s out there, getting through his own mess. 
Thankfully for us there are twelve more of these 
books coming out.
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555 95472…34
“AAUGH!” and “AUGH!”…11, 

68, 126, 181, 210, 267, 297
Ace Obedience School…271, 272, 

274, 275, 277, 278, 281, 283
Alcott, Louisa-May…157
Anna Karenina…289
anvil…41
April fool…197
Ashe, Arthur...227, 231
back rub…224
barbecue...117
Bacon, Francis…216
baseball…26, 31, 32, 34, 35, 47, 

48, 53, 59, 63, 65, 72, 75-77, 79, 
83, 89, 91, 99, 187, 188, 192, 
195, 199, 200, 202, 203, 205, 
206, 211, 212, 214, 222, 223, 
224, 227, 228, 229, 238, 239, 
243, 252, 256, 257, 262, 263

beach…237
beanbag…16, 112, 124, 274, 277, 

310, 314
Beethoven, Ludwig Van…42, 85, 

86, 88, 92, 151, 308
Belle…232, 233 (mentioned), 235 

(first appearance), 236

Ben-Hur...183
Bible…309
Bicentennial…155, 184
bike…25, 26, 289
bird cage…213
birthday…302, 308
blanket…98, 139, 145, 146
“Bleah!”…43, 75
Borg, Björn...227
bowling…196
Boyne Falls, Michigan…74, 77, 

81, 82
breakfast…95, 217
Brown, Charlie…1-4, 8, 12, 14, 

16-20, 23, 29, 31, 32, 35, 39, 43, 
45, 47-49, 53-57, 60, 61, 63-65, 
68, 70-74, 76-79, 83, 86, 89, 91, 
92, 94-99, 101, 102, 104, 106, 
107, 109, 110, 113, 115, 122, 
126, 127, 133-137, 139, 140, 
142-146, 154, 155, 157, 158, 161, 
163, 164, 166, 169-172, 174-176, 
178, 179, 181, 182, 184-188, 190-
193, 195-197, 201, 202, 207, 208, 
211, 212, 214, 215, 217, 218, 
220-227, 229-233, 236-239, 243, 
252, 253, 256-260, 262, 263, 267, 
269-271, 274, 278-280, 283, 284, 
286, 289, 290, 295, 296, 301, 
302, 303, 304, 305, 307, 310

Brown, Sally…3, 9, 16, 17, 19, 
20, 22, 36, 45, 49, 52, 60, 64, 71, 
73, 104, 106, 107, 110, 116, 120, 
121, 125, 128, 135, 154, 155, 
157, 160, 161, 164, 169, 175, 
178, 179, 193, 194, 201, 204, 
214, 215, 220, 223, 229, 230, 
237, 238, 246, 257, 260, 262, 
263, 265, 266, 282, 287, 289, 
291, 293, 296, 297, 301, 303, 
307, 309, 312

bugs…45, 50

burglars…11, 13
cake…211
camp…71, 73, 74, 108, 244-248, 

250, 251
candle…304
cap…199, 200, 202, 203, 205, 206
car…64, 70, 104, 118, 119
cast…181, 182, 184, 185, 187, 

190, 191, 193, 194, 196, 197, 228
cat next door (a.k.a. “World War 

II”)…95, 101, 103, 182, 185, 
197, 208, 209, 226, 266, 283, 
284, 286, 287, 304

CB radio…207
chocolate hamburgers…260
Christmas…3, 154, 155, 295, 296, 

301, 303, 308, 309, 311, 312
Connors, Jimmy...227, 

231crime…11, 13, 175, 205, 215, 
230, 295, 296

dentist…293
desert…140, 142, 143, 145, 146
dog dish riding…147
dots…45
double fault...15
dragonfly…50
drawing…45, 62
Easter Beagle…204
Easter eggs…204
eggs benedict…95, 97
Father’s Day…72, 231
fishing…87, 123, 210
flower…213, 219
Floyd…244, 245, 247 (first 

named), 248, 250, 251
flying south…55, 290
football…107, 126, 148, 149, 267, 

276, 283, 291, 297
France…17, 82
Franklin…109, 200, 257, 295
french fries...237
french toast...165

Frieda…35, 71, 295
Frost, Robert…4
Garagiola, Joe…200
“Good Grief!”…11, 35, 68, 83, 

157, 161, 176, 184, 212, 261, 
283, 312

grandfather…302, 304, 310
grandmother…292, 293
Great Pumpkin, The…128, 130, 

131, 285, 287
Guinness Book of World 

Records…158
Hallowe’en…3, 128, 130, 131, 

285, 288
Henning, Doug…226
hitch-hiking…118, 119
hockey…299
Hogan’s Heroes...100
ice cream…28, 109, 138

ice-skating…4, 5, 151, 152, 162, 
313

Indiana...169
James, Joni…209
Joe Motocross…22, 23, 56
jogging…217, 218, 255
John, Elton…42, 151
junk food…64, 83, 204, 241, 246, 

258, 260
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Kansas City…232
kidney pie...227
King Kong…261, 266
King, Billie Jean…155

kiss…36, 79, 81, 89, 162, 256
kite…186
letter/mail…43, 44, 52, 88, 91, 94, 

117, 121, 136, 182, 229, 232, 
233, 236, 246, 251, 279, 303, 305

love…59, 96, 125, 127, 219, 248, 
314

mailbox…20, 43, 52, 279
Mantle, Mickey…200
map…45, 77, 80, 81, 82, 137
Marcie…13, 71, 74, 76, 77, 79, 80, 

81, 82, 128, 148, 149, 173, 187, 
188, 199-203, 205, 206, 244, 245, 
247, 250, 251, 269, 272, 274, 
275, 277, 278, 287, 301, 310, 
311, 313

Mauldin, Bill…130
Mays, Willie…200
Memorial Day…223
midnight snack…220, 221
Minneapolis...91, 106
Moby Dick…52, 220
mood ring…173

motel…80
Mother’s Day…57, 213
movie…54, 135, 201
New Year…1, 3, 157, 158, 159, 

314
newspaper…230
Newton-John, Olivia…55
nose…96, 97
Okker, Tom...227
pagoda...237
pancakes…65
Pawpet Theatre...144, 183
peanut butter doughnut…56
pen pal…259, 260
Peppermint Patty…7, 8, 10, 11, 

13, 14, 54, 60, 73, 74, 76-83, 96, 
109, 121, 128, 130, 132, 146, 
148, 149, 151, 162-164, 169, 170, 
172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 187, 
188, 199-203, 205, 206, 216, 
225, 231, 244-248, 250, 251, 
258, 268, 269, 271, 272, 274, 
275, 277, 278, 280, 281, 283, 
284, 286, 287, 301, 308, 310, 
311, 313

philosophy…18, 91, 102, 243
Pig-Pen…201
pirates…215
pitcher’s mound…212, 214, 262, 

290
pizza…158, 159, 204
poetry…4, 209
“Poor, sweet baby”…36, 81
Powder Puff Derby…74, 76, 77, 

79, 80, 81, 82, 83
presents…22, 33, 131, 156, 296, 

308, 311, 312
Principal…8, 66, 173, 175, 176, 

280, 281
psychiatric help…171, 270, 307
pumpkin carving…288

puppets…144, 183
rabies…118, 226
rain…25, 40, 48, 49, 62, 125, 189, 

191, 198, 211, 212, 214, 276
“Rats!”…12, 18, 21, 35, 61, 150, 

239
“Red sky at night...”…240
report card…179
reporter…256, 257
rock snakes…9
room service…12
root beer…95, 130, 158, 159, 314
Ross, Betsy…155
Roy…73, 74
Ruth, Babe…200
sandcastle…237
sandwich…28, 36, 80
Santa Claus…131, 154, 303, 

305, 308
school…7-9, 14, 36, 49, 64, 65, 

66, 105, 106, 109, 113, 116, 120, 
121, 125, 132, 151, 160, 161, 
163, 164, 169, 170, 172, 173, 
178, 193, 194, 215, 216, 223, 
259, 265, 266, 268, 269, 271, 
272, 274, 275, 277, 282, 289, 
292, 301

schoolhouse, talking/thinking…16, 
49, 58, 65, 66, 105, 106, 160, 
161, 163, 164, 265

Schroeder…17, 21, 23, 34, 42, 
53, 56, 58, 65, 85, 86, 88, 89, 
92, 109, 112, 113, 127, 129, 150, 
151, 153, 179, 192, 211, 219, 
224, 252, 293, 304, 308

Scrooge…204
Shakespeare, William…216
shark...92
Shlabotnik, Joe…73, 74, 76, 77, 

79, 83
show and tell…193
“Sigh”…20, 35, 44, 51, 69, 78, 90, 

97, 102, 131, 153, 173, 225, 264, 
265, 270

skateboard…119, 241
sledding…305
Snoopy…2, 4-6, 8, 10-18, 22-24, 

30-32, 37-41, 43-47, 49-53, 
55-59, 61, 62, 67-69, 71, 73, 74, 
76, 78-89, 91-95, 97, 98, 100, 
101, 103, 107-114, 116-118, 121, 
122, 123, 124, 125, 127, 129, 
130, 133, 134, 136, 137, 139-147, 
151, 152, 154-158, 162, 165-167, 
174, 177, 180-191, 193, 194, 196-
198, 201, 202, 204, 206-210, 213, 
214, 217, 218, 220, 221, 226, 
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230, 232, 233, 236, 238-242, 249, 
253-256, 259-261, 263, 264, 266, 
271, 273, 274, 276, 278, 279, 
280, 281, 283, 284, 286, 287, 
288, 289, 290, 294, 298, 299, 
300, 301, 302, 304, 305, 306, 
307, 308, 311, 312, 313, 314

	   as attorney…278, 280, 284
	   as scout leader…108, 111,
	      114, 180
	   as writer…17, 43, 49, 52, 57, 
       58, 88, 91, 124, 125, 136, 
       145, 233, 253, 301
	   dance of joy…3, 196
snow…2, 26, 31, 168, 171, 289, 

294, 302, 306, 314
snowman…4, 19, 171, 262, 306, 

311
soccer…36, 75
Sopwith Camel…74, 81
Spike…94, 95, 97, 98, 100, 101, 

118, 119, 136, 142, 143
sprinkler…93
squeeze play...77, 89
stars…305
summer…226, 236, 237, 262
suppertime…2, 65, 78, 86, 90, 

110, 133, 134, 143, 181, 220, 
253, 259

swimming…84, 91, 92, 99, 144, 
249, 251, 260

Tale of Two Cities, A…310
team trainer…224
telephone…12, 14, 46, 73, 128, 

175, 207, 269, 274, 277, 278, 
310, 314

tennis…6, 7, 15, 30, 61, 67, 68, 
85, 109, 112, 127, 145, 188, 215, 
226, 227, 229, 230, 236, 239, 
241, 262, 279, 304

Thanksgiving…136, 139, 141, 
143, 298, 299

theology…106, 107, 253, 254, 285
Three Little Pigs, The…59, 61
toast…27, 165, 166
trick or treat…3
trophy…42
truffle…37, 38, 40
Truffles…40, 41, 43, 44, 46, 155
Truman, Harry…155
TV…16, 28, 29, 33, 39, 73, 100, 

106, 122, 124, 137, 148, 201, 
215, 238, 242, 263, 310

umbrella…48, 191
unnamed Peanuts…34, 70, 76, 77, 

83, 115, 118, 119, 135, 161, 201, 
232, 285, 287, 292, 295

vacation homework…308, 310, 
311, 313, 314

Valentines…20, 21, 174, 176
Van Pelt, Linus…3, 4, 9, 16, 23, 

25-29, 31-38, 40, 41, 43, 44, 46, 
47, 52, 55, 56, 58, 64, 72, 88, 91, 
92, 95, 98, 100, 101, 104, 109, 
112, 121, 122, 124, 127, 128, 
130, 139, 142, 144, 146, 155, 
167, 168, 170, 178, 181, 183, 
190, 196, 204, 214, 215, 228, 
230, 232, 233, 236, 237, 243, 
254, 256, 262, 263, 265, 285, 

287, 289, 291, 293, 297, 302, 
304, 305, 309

Van Pelt, Lucy…1-3, 5, 21, 23, 
27-29, 31-35, 37, 42, 46, 48-50, 
53, 56, 59, 62, 63, 65, 66, 70, 
75, 85, 86, 88, 89, 91, 92, 94, 
97-102, 105, 109, 112, 113, 123, 
124, 126, 127, 135, 137, 139, 
140, 144, 150-153, 166, 167, 168, 
171, 179, 181, 183, 192, 195, 
197, 199, 204, 211, 219, 222-
224, 227, 229, 237, 238, 239, 
241, 254, 256, 257, 267, 270, 
285, 292, 293, 296, 304, 305, 
307, 308

Van Pelt, Rerun…25, 26, 289
vapors, the…166, 167
vet…226
Veteran’s Day…130
Violet…5, 70, 104, 115, 201, 296
Washington D.C.…268
Washington, George…22, 120, 

155
watchdog…8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 119
waterbed…10, 11, 13
weather vane…41, 185
welfare…300
Williams, Ted…200

Wills, Maury…200
Wimbledon…226, 227, 229, 230, 

236
Woodstock…24, 27, 30, 49-51, 55, 

59, 60, 69, 84-87, 89, 91, 92, 93, 
94, 104, 107-109, 111, 113, 114, 
116, 117, 122, 125, 127, 139, 
141, 147, 154, 156, 157, 165-
167, 176, 177, 180, 189, 191, 
194, 198, 207, 208, 209, 210, 
213, 232, 238, 239, 240, 241, 
242, 249, 260, 261, 263, 264, 
266, 276, 283, 288, 290, 294, 
298, 299, 300, 302, 306, 308, 
311, 314

World War I Flying Ace…73, 74, 
82, 83

World War II...293
World War II (cat) see “cat next 

door”
Wray, Fay…261, 266
writing…17, 19, 43, 44, 64, 107, 

110, 120, 155, 157, 175, 176, 
178, 179, 220, 223, 229, 246, 
251, 259, 260, 275, 301, 303,  
305
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Charles M. Schulz was born November 26, 1922, 
in Minneapolis. His destiny was foreshadowed 

when an uncle gave him, at the age of two days, the 
nickname “Sparky” (after the racehorse Spark Plug in 
the newspaper strip Barney Google).
	 Schulz grew up in St. Paul. By all accounts, he 
led an unremarkable, albeit sheltered, childhood. He 
was an only child, close to both parents. His eventual 
career path was nurtured by his father, who bought 
four Sunday papers every week — just for the comics.
	 An outstanding student, he skipped two grades 
early on, but began to flounder in high school — per-
haps not so coincidentally at the same time kids are 
going through their cruelest, most status-conscious 

period of socialization. The pain, bitterness, insecurity, 
and failures chronicled in Peanuts appear to have
originated from this period of Schulz’s life.
	 Although Schulz enjoyed sports, he also found 
refuge in solitary activities: reading, drawing, and 
watching movies. He bought comic books and Big 
Little Books, pored over the newspaper strips, and 
copied his favorites — Buck Rogers, the Walt Disney 
characters, Popeye, Tim Tyler’s Luck. He quickly 
became a connoisseur; his heroes were Milton Caniff, 
Roy Crane, Hal Foster, and Alex Raymond.
	 In his senior year in high school, his mother 
noticed an ad in a local newspaper for a correspon-
dence school, Federal Schools (later called Art 



Instruction Schools). Schulz passed the talent test, 
completed the course, and began trying, unsuccessfully, 
to sell gag cartoons to magazines. (His first published 
drawing was of his dog, Spike, and appeared in a l937 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not! installment.)
	 After World War II had ended and Schulz was 
discharged from the army, he started submitting gag 
cartoons to the various magazines of the time; his 
first breakthrough, however, came when an editor  
at Timeless Topix hired him to letter adventure  
comics. Soon after that, he was hired by his alma 
mater, Art Instruction, to correct student lessons 
returned by mail.
	 Between 1948 and 1950, he succeeded in selling 
17 cartoons to the Saturday Evening Post — as well as, 
to the local St. Paul Pioneer Press, a weekly comic
feature called Li’l Folks. It ran in the women’s
section and paid $10 a week. After writing and
drawing the feature for two years, Schulz asked for
a better location in the paper or for daily exposure,  
as well as a raise. When he was turned down on  
all three counts, he quit.
	 He started submitting strips to the news- 
paper syndicates. In the spring of 1950,  
he received a letter from the United 
Feature Syndicate, announcing  
its interest in his submission,  
Li’l Folks. Schulz boarded a train 
in June for New York City; more 
interested in doing a strip than a 
panel, he also brought along the first 

installments of what would become Peanuts — and 
that was what sold. (The title, which Schulz loathed 
to his dying day, was imposed by the syndicate). The 
first Peanuts daily appeared October 2, 1950; the first 
Sunday, January 6, 1952.
	 Prior to Peanuts, the province of the comics  
page had been that of gags, social and political  
observation, domestic comedy, soap opera, and  
various adventure genres. Although Peanuts changed, 
or evolved, during the 50 years Schulz wrote and drew 
it, it remained, as it began, an anomaly on the comics 
page — a comic strip about the interior crises of the 
cartoonist himself. After a painful divorce in 1973 
from which he had not yet recovered, Schulz told a 
reporter, “Strangely, I’ve drawn better cartoons in 
the last six months — or as good as I’ve ever drawn. 
I don’t know how the human mind works.” Surely, 
it was this kind of humility in the face of profoundly 
irreducible human questions that makes Peanuts as 
universally moving as it is.
	 Diagnosed with cancer, Schulz retired from 
Peanuts at the end of 1999. He died on February 12, 

2000, the day before his last strip was published 
(and two days before Valentine’s Day) 

— having completed 17,897 daily and 
Sunday strips, each and every one 

fully written, drawn, and lettered 
entirely by his own hand — an 
unmatched achievement in 
comics.          
 	   —Gary Groth
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COMING IN THE COMPLETE PEANUTS: 1977-1978

Charlie Brown runs afoul of the EPA... Temperamental tennis ace Molly Volley and her nemesis 
“Crybaby” Boobie... Snoopy finds his true love and elopes... Sally’s new camp friend Eudora... A new 
home for Spike... “I’m not your sweet babboo!”... Charlie Brown manages the “Goose Eggs” baseball 
team... Snoopy plays helicopter... The bird scouts get lost in a snowstorm... and the return of Truffles!
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