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Charles Schulz with 
his second Reuben 
award, circa 1964.







I first became obsessed with Peanuts when I lay 
in bed recovering from mononucleosis in the 

sixth grade. I had read the comic strip daily in the 
Baltimore Sun but, lo and behold, my Mom had 
found me a book with early collected Peanuts strips 
and finally I could spend quality time with my 
outsider friends. And all the characters in Peanuts 
were outsiders all right; kids who never fit in — just 
like me. They suffered depression (would parents 
give Charlie Brown Prozac today?), paranoia 
(even a bug on a tree could bite you if you weren’t 
careful), holiday delusions (“The Great Pumpkin”), 
despair about growing older (“Who wants to be 

nine?” Sally moans), and even perversity (“room 
temperature thumb sucking tastes best”).
     But of course it was all about Lucy. I still love 
Lucy and I’m not talking about the one on TV 
married to Desi. If I ever wanted to get in a good 
mood I would just look at Lucy’s mean scowl (page 
9, bottom strip) and suddenly I’d be ready to face 
the world. I like Lucy’s politics (“I know every-
thing!,” “Little brothers should stand when big sis-
ters enter the room.”), her manners (“Get out of my 
way!,” “All right, switch channels. Get up so I can 
sit there.”), her narcissism (“Why don’t you just 
come right out and admit that every move I make 
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fascinates you?”) and especially her verbal abuse 
rants (“I’ll yell at you when I feel like it, where I feel 
like it, how I feel like it, and why I feel like it and as 
often as I feel like it!”). And just to be more obnox-
ious, Lucy is perfect at jumping rope, never missing 
a step (“Ten thousand. Ten thousand and one. Ten 
thousand and two,” she counts). In other words, a 
girl after my own heart. 
     I have a real niece named 
Lucy and I’m not sure if my sister 
named her after the comics charac-
ter or not but there are certain sim-
ilarities. When I was first around 
little Lucy as a child, I tried to be 
nice, but as I held out my arms, 
like a good uncle should, beckon-
ing her to come to me, she froze 
in her tracks and spoke her first 
words to me, “No!” Look at the 
face on Schulz’s Lucy on page 61 
saying the same dialogue and you’ll 
experience the amazement I felt 
at being rejected so wholeheartedly for, well… I’m 
not sure what. Maybe the Lucys of the world don’t 
need a reason. They’re just crabby on principle and 
I’ve learned to respect that.
     Charles Schulz sure can draw. As R. Crumb’s 
work is finally being shown today in top contem-
porary art galleries, and being sold for big bucks, 
so should Mr. Schulz’s. Look at the “smoke of 

despair” (last panel, middle strip, page 27). If that 
isn’t art I don’t know what is. Lucy’s “total war-
fare frown” (last panel, page 9) is just as iconic 
to me as Mona Lisa’s smirk. Linus’s concussion 
expression and tremors (page 31) and Lucy’s “stiff 
upper lip” (bottom strip, page 79) are equally as 
stunning. Schulz is an amazing craftsman. I espe-
cially love how he draws hair; Lucy’s struggle for 

physical strength sends her classic 
hairdo into full beauty parlor anar-
chy (page 20). Linus’ thin hair, 
like mine, seems especially prone 
to emotional extremes — reacting 
badly to aggression (middle strip, 
page 80) and fear (middle strip,  
page 47).
     To be honest, I’m reading some 
of the strips for the first time now 
because the years included (1965-
1966) were probably my wildest 
and even though I was following 
Timothy Leary and not Charles 

Schulz at the time, I never felt Peanuts had sold out 
or was on the wrong side of the generation gap no 
matter how huge or broad the appeal. 
     Schulz’s humor doesn’t date either even though 
you can spot the late ’60s subject matter as it creeps 
in; “I hate your generation,” Sally screams to her 
slightly older brother Charlie Brown. “Help Stamp 
Out Things That Need Stamping Out” reads a 



picket sign that Linus carries to no notice except 
rude comments from his sister Lucy. There are 
weird mentions of the CIA and even ’60s fashion 
model Twiggy’s name is dropped. Leave it to Lucy 
to shout “police brutality!” to a school crossing 
guard doing his job. And of course Linus’ “blan-
ket withdrawal” sub-plot that goes on for several 
pages was rehab way before it became Hollywood 
tabloid fodder. One wonders if Michael Jackson’s 
son’s nickname “Blanket” is stolen 
directly from Peanuts.
     Minority characters are intro-
duced (José Peterson from New 
Mexico and Franklin, an African-
American) and it’s amazing to 
imagine Schulz was criticized for 
this at the time, rather than for 
not having enough minorities as 
he would be today. I also am fasci-
nated by characters like Roy (page 
229) who are rarely if ever heard. 
I like to obsess over the Peanuts characters who 
never caught on, the ones that couldn’t claw their 
way up to stardom in Charles Schulz-land, the for-
gotten lost faces of Peanuts. 
     Of course, many of the characters in these strips 
have been influential in my own films. Pig-Pen 
certainly was the model for Dingy Dave in A Dirty 
Shame but in a much darker way. Charlie Brown’s 

humiliations over sports reflect my childhood   
experiences (see top strip, page 74 for a brutal 
reminder) and led to my defiance that enabled me  
to star in a commercial in Baltimore for a local 
sports announcer where I got to bark “I hate 
sports!” “So do I!” people would yell to me in 
supermarkets in solidarity and I thank Charlie 
Brown for this opportunity. Divine cutting up 
her defiant daughter Taffy’s jump rope when she 

refused to stop jumping in Female 
Trouble certainly reflects Lucy’s 
obnoxious jump rope mania. 
Schroeder’s obsession with 
Beethoven may have influenced 
Edie the Egg Lady’s love of eggs 
in Pink Flamingos and Lucy’s 
tone certainly influenced every 
word Divine shrieked in my early 
underground movies.
     Charles Schulz is, plain and 
simple, a great artist and philoso-

pher. He never shows his hand politically, under-
stands both the horror and joy of childhood and 
never puts the blame on parents. You are dealt  
a hand. Deal with it. But most importantly, he 
teaches all ages that if you can learn to laugh at  
the things that cause you the most pain you will  
be the strongest of all. Peanuts: a real way of life. 
For me at least.
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“3” and “4”…283
“555 95472” a.k.a. “5”…20, 30, 

112, 130, 139, 189, 235, 255
“Aaugh!”…20, 27, 102, 105, 

110, 118, 127, 142, 154, 203, 
205, 212, 255, 259, 283, 288, 
293, 300

acorns...104, 302
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Alice’s Adventures in 
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A.M.A...104
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Be Kind to Animals Week…56, 
57, 212

beach…248, 249, 250
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Beethoven, Ludwig Van…14, 

134, 152, 307, 308
beep!...243
begle...156
bird hippie…83, 84, 131
birds…41, 42, 51, 55, 62, 63, 65, 

66, 77, 83, 84, 119, 125, 163, 
178, 201, 207, 212, 218, 227, 
228, 236, 237, 240, 246, 269, 
303

bird’s nest...55
birth…47
birthday party…243, 252, 307, 

308
blanket…33, 34, 59, 99, 100, 104, 

105, 107, 108, 110, 138, 196, 
232, 242, 260, 266

“Bleah!”…20, 40, 53, 66, 86, 120, 
133, 137, 188, 190, 199, 264, 298

Bleak House…285
“Blockhead!”…52, 80, 92
Book of Job...112
bottle caps...11
breakfast…16, 226
Broadway…72
Brown, Charlie…1, 10-12, 14- 27, 

29, 30, 32-40, 44, 45, 46, 49-51, 
54, 57-61, 63-65, 67-72, 74-82, 
85, 87, 89-93, 98, 99, 101-105, 
107, 108, 110-116, 118-120, 123, 
124, 128, 130, 132-135, 137-141, 
145, 148-153, 155-158, 161, 
165-168, 170, 171, 174-177, 
180-193, 197, 198, 201, 203, 
204, 206-210, 212-218, 221-225, 
228, 232, 235, 238, 240, 241-
249, 252-267, 269, 270, 272-
275, 279, 281-284, 287, 288, 
290, 291, 293, 294, 296, 299, 

300, 302, 304, 305, 308, 309, 
312-314

Brown, Sally…3, 10, 20, 21, 23, 
28, 42, 54, 68, 78, 87, 113, 117, 
123, 125, 126, 153, 154, 155, 
167, 168, 218, 219, 228, 239, 
248, 249, 266, 270, 279, 283, 
292, 305, 308, 309

bubonic plague...10
bugs…72, 87, 208, 243
cafeteria...103, 281
calisthenics...29
candle...186
candy bar...109
canoes…75
card house...173
cat...9, 76
cat-food...124, 262
cereal…25
chain letters…59, 60
cheesecake...95
Cheshire Beagle/Cat…47, 48
chicken-birds...309
“Chloe”...251
Christmas…152, 154, 218, 266, 

302, 308, 309, 310, 311, 312
church…39, 42
CIA…41
Clara…230, 233, 234
cookies...205
crab-in...164, 165
creature from the sea...162
credentials…128
crayons…21, 23, 45
croquet…197
cucumber...39
Daisy Hill Puppy Farm...58, 131, 

260, 261
dancing…122, 123, 132, 148, 164, 

256, 292
darts...136
“Dear Heart”…212, 213
depression…242, 257, 278, 291

division…155, 302
drool-ball...44
dominos…51
Double Alex...149
doughnuts…132, 190
drawing…51, 76, 81, 280
drug companies...80
Easter bunny…202

elderberry blossom tea...2
elections…236, 237, 239, 240, 242
fake moustache...6
Fall…119, 122
Father’s Day…229
feather-duster...109
fetch…8, 84
Fokker D7...8
football…118, 125, 126, 270, 274, 

277, 279
     pulled away...118, 274
France…311
Franklin…248, 249, 281, 282, 283
french toast...145
Frieda…9, 30, 86, 111, 120, 173, 

185, 186, 189, 243, 252, 288, 
291

gambling…51
“Golden Mouth Award”…214
golf…200, 201
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“Good Grief”…7, 10, 18, 21, 27, 
28, 37, 46, 59, 93, 102, 112, 133, 
138, 152, 167, 177, 191, 254, 
259, 261, 262, 276, 282, 298

“goop”…221, 222
gramma/grandma…96, 104, 105, 

107, 108, 110, 222, 288, 290
Great Pumpkin…128, 129, 130, 

282, 287, 288
Grenoble, France…147, 149, 150, 

152, 153, 178
Halloween…128, 129, 130, 131, 

286, 287, 288, 308
hangman (game)...130
Hawaii…248
Heine, Sonja…146
history test...198
hockey…121, 170, 171, 278, 279, 

306
Holmes, Sherlock…260
hose...32
hot chocolate…16, 94
hugs…173
Hull, Bobby…121
“I can’t stand it!”...19, 23, 40, 55, 

60, 90, 92, 103, 130, 139, 177, 
193, 197, 224, 226, 260

iatrophobia…81
ice cream…99, 216
ice skating…146, 147, 149, 150, 

163, 178, 263
Idaho…86
Indian Summer dance…132
instant replay…118
“It’s a Long Way to 

Tipperary”...97, 152
jack-o’-lantern...286
jogging…257
judo chop...8, 21, 127
jump rope…217, 267, 310
king of the hill…161
Kilroy...51
kites…22, 26, 34, 64, 93, 187, 193

kite-eating tree…11, 12, 22, 26, 
27, 184

Koufax, Sandy…46
leaf...119, 122, 273
leap year…195
lemon drops…52

leopard...73
Lila…224, 225, 257, 258, 260, 261
Little Red-Haired Girl…68, 85, 

101, 175, 216, 221, 222, 254, 
254, 255, 281, 291

Lincoln, Abe...142
Lord Jim…285
love beads...268
macaroni and cheese…14
“Mad Punter”…277
marriage…98, 109, 270
“Masked Marvel”…18, 20
menthol...298
meridians...209
middle class morality...23
Minnesota Fats…289
Miss Othmar…194, 195, 263, 

271, 285
Moby-Dick…259
Moon…57, 82, 150
Mother’s Day…58
Montreal…278
mountain lions…117
movies…49, 133, 139, 283
multiplication...123
National Cat Week…288, 290, 

291

National Dog Week…116, 291
New Mexico…35, 86
New Year’s…1, 157, 313, 314
New York Mets…141
Nicklaus, Jack…305
Nieuports...8
North Dakota…35
nurses…228
“Nyaah!”...53, 54
Odyssey, The…285
old wives cures...2
Olympics…146, 147, 149, 150, 

153
ophthalmologist...195
orange pop...64
Oregon…86
“Over There”...161
Palmer, Arnold…200
paper airplane...247
Paris…83
Patty…20, 47, 98, 112, 163, 164, 

210, 235, 251, 252, 271
pediatrician...2, 3
penalty box...171
pen(cil)-pal…50, 51, 81, 116, 141
Peppermint Patty…35, 36, 38, 71, 

72, 74, 115, 135, 137, 138, 140, 
185, 229, 230, 231, 233, 234, 
302, 303

Petaluma…206, 207, 209, 210
Pershing, General John 

Joseph…69, 136
Peterson, José…35, 336, 8
phone-in radio shows…113, 114
“Pig-Pen”…20, 49, 98
piranha…36, 38
pneumonia…194
Pont-à-Mousson…203
pool, swimming...101, 250, 251
pool table…225, 266, 289
postage meter...159
praying…197
principal’s office...130

“Psychiatric Help”…23, 41, 78, 
81, 113, 128, 151, 157, 166, 183, 
211, 238, 253, 269, 272, 281, 
296, 297, 299, 300

prison...8
pushups...29, 185
queen snake...251
rain…54, 60, 67, 77, 102, 111, 

136, 140, 194, 218, 273, 278, 
282, 289

rally stripes...227
“rare gem”…229, 230, 233
“Rats!”...1, 16, 24, 32, 48, 49, 50, 

73, 86, 88, 96, 105, 107, 144, 
145, 211, 217, 210, 259, 262, 
284, 289

Red Baron…1, 5, 6, 8, 14, 74, 96, 
97, 136, 311

root beer…1, 6, 70, 97, 158

rope-climbing contest...75
Rosebud…308
Roy…49, 75, 229, 230, 302, 303
rubeola…2
sail loading...26
sandbox...2218
Santa Claus…21, 23, 153, 310
school…15, 60, 87, 102, 107, 119, 

130, 155, 167, 170, 194, 195, 
198, 219, 227, 263, 271, 275, 
276, 284, 285, 291, 302, 303
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school nurse...182, 183
school patrolman…132
Schroeder…13-15, 17, 32, 40, 

53, 61, 63, 81, 92, 96, 109, 112, 
115, 134, 137, 143, 149, 152, 
156, 188, 195, 198, 203, 212, 
213, 226, 227, 235, 245, 254, 
255, 267, 268, 270, 282, 283, 
307, 308

science-fiction…162
secret agent…108
senior prom...285
September rains...111
Shermy…20, 49, 112, 171, 185, 

235, 252
Shirley…230, 231
shorthand...310
shot (measles)...2, 3
shuffleboard…38
sideburns...267
signs...24, 56, 116, 180, 184, 212, 

236, 237, 239, 240, 242, 291
skating (figure)...146, 147, 149, 

150, 152, 153, 163, 178
skritch skritch...46
slap-shot...121
sled...308
sleeping bags…162
sludge...205
smoking…104, 105, 107

Snoopy…1, 5-10, 12, 14, 16, 
18-20, 24, 28, 32, 33, 35, 36, 
40-49, 51, 53-58, 60, 67-78, 80, 
82, 83, 84, 86-89, 91, 93, 95-97, 
99, 100-103, 105, 106, 108, 111, 
112, 116, 117, 119-125, 127-129, 
131-133, 135-138, 140, 141, 
143-148, 150, 152-154, 156, 158, 
159, 161-165, 168-174, 176-183, 
185, 187-192, 196, 197, 199-204, 
206-212, 214, 215, 216, 218, 
219, 221, 224, 225, 226, 227, 
228, 234, 236, 237, 239-244, 246, 
249-252, 256-262, 264-269, 272, 
273, 277-279, 281-297, 299-301, 
304, 306, 308, 309, 311-314

snow…7, 144, 145, 148, 149, 154, 
155, 156, 159, 160, 166, 169, 
171, 172, 174, 180, 301, 303, 
305, 312

snowballs...156, 160, 169, 171, 
174, 305

snowman...158, 172
Sophie…230, 231, 233, 234
Sopwith Camel…5, 6, 12, 28, 42, 

56, 83, 136, 143, 154, 158, 161, 
180, 216, 227, 245, 261, 310

South America…36
spelling test…39
spiders...39, 142
spit-ball...44
stamps…159
stars…204, 219
St. Bernard...24, 249
St. Mihiel…244
stomach ache...182, 183
summer camp…71, 72, 74, 77, 

230, 233, 234
summer school...87
Supermouth…144
supper…12, 91, 124, 180, 181, 

199, 208, 224, 225, 256, 259, 
262, 265, 294, 300

supply sergeant...5
sweater...85

swimming…101, 231, 250
tanning…204
tea cart...91
tea kettle...215
telephone...25, 169, 265
television…165, 186, 202, 216, 

231, 264
tennis ball mouth…120
Thanksgiving…141
theology…112
thumb sucking…86, 96, 117, 

179, 298
tic-tac-toe…9
Tiny Tim…266
toast...4
trampoline…233
“true or false” test...275, 276
Twiggy…68
“Unter Den Linden”…8
Valentine’s Day…19, 175-177 
Van Pelt, Linus…2-4, 8, 9, 11, 

12, 15, 17, 18, 20, 24-26, 30, 31, 
33-36, 38, 39, 41, 42, 45, 47-50, 
52-54, 56, 57, 59, 62-66, 68, 73, 
77, 78, 80-86, 90, 92-96, 99, 100, 
102, 104-108, 110, 112-117, 119, 
120, 125, 126, 128-131, 134, 135, 
138, 139, 141-144, 147-149, 150, 
153, 156, 158-162, 164, 165, 167-
175, 179, 182, 185, 188-192, 194-
198, 202, 204-207, 216-220, 232, 
235, 239, 240, 242, 252, 255, 258, 
260, 261, 263, 264, 266, 267, 269, 
271, 275-278, 280-291, 295, 298, 
306, 309, 310, 312, 314

Van Pelt, Lucy…2-4, 7, 9, 11, 
13-15, 17, 18, 20, 23, 24, 26, 
27, 29-31, 33, 34, 36-38, 40, 41, 
43-45, 47, 48, 50, 52, 53, 56, 57, 
61-66, 70, 77-81, 83, 86, 90, 92, 
94-96, 98, 101, 102, 104, 105, 
107-110, 112, 114-118, 122, 123, 
125, 127-129, 132, 134, 139-144, 
146, 149-151, 156-166, 169-174, 
176, 179, 180, 183-186, 188, 189, 

192-199, 202-207, 209, 211-213, 
215-217, 220-223, 226, 227, 238, 
239, 240, 243, 245-247, 251-255, 
263, 264, 267-270, 272-276, 278, 
280, 281, 283, 286-288, 292, 296-
299, 300, 305, 307-310, 312

Verdun…244
Vietnam…249
Violet…39, 53, 62, 96, 98, 112, 

139, 163, 164, 242, 243, 252, 
271, 295

vultures (Snoopy imitating)…86, 
95, 99, 106, 172

Washington D.C.…86
Washington, George…23
watchdog…293, 294
Wilson, Woodrow…154
wishy-washy...36, 103, 104, 166
wood burning kit...223

World War I Flying Ace…1, 5, 6, 
8, 12, 14, 28, 42, 49, 56, 57, 69, 
71, 83, 93, 96, 97, 143, 154, 158, 
161, 180, 203, 211, 216, 227, 
228, 244, 261, 281, 282, 310

Woodstock (see “bird hippie”)
World Wrist Wrestling Champion-

ship…206, 207, 209, 210
worm...218
writing…50, 59, 60, 69, 72, 74, 81, 

153, 233, 234, 264, 310
Wyeth, Andrew…299
Zorba the Greek…104







Charles M. Schulz was born November 26, 1922, 
in Minneapolis. His destiny was foreshadowed 

when an uncle gave him, at the age of two days, the 
nickname “Sparky” (after the racehorse Spark Plug in 
the newspaper strip Barney Google).
	 Schulz grew up in St. Paul. By all accounts, he 
led an unremarkable, albeit sheltered, childhood. He 
was an only child, close to both parents. His eventual 
career path was nurtured by his father, who bought 
four Sunday papers every week — just for the comics.
	 An outstanding student, he skipped two grades 
early on, but began to flounder in high school — per-
haps not so coincidentally at the same time kids are 
going through their cruelest, most status-conscious 

period of socialization. The pain, bitterness, insecurity, 
and failures chronicled in Peanuts appear to have
originated from this period of Schulz’s life.
	 Although Schulz enjoyed sports, he also found 
refuge in solitary activities: reading, drawing, and 
watching movies. He bought comic books and Big 
Little Books, pored over the newspaper strips, and 
copied his favorites — Buck Rogers, the Walt Disney 
characters, Popeye, Tim Tyler’s Luck. He quickly 
became a connoisseur; his heroes were Milton Caniff, 
Roy Crane, Hal Foster, and Alex Raymond.
	 In his senior year in high school, his mother 
noticed an ad in a local newspaper for a correspon-
dence school, Federal Schools (later called Art 
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Instruction Schools). Schulz passed the talent test, 
completed the course, and began trying, unsuccessfully, 
to sell gag cartoons to magazines. (His first published 
drawing was of his dog, Spike, and appeared in a l937 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not! installment.)
	 After World War II had ended and Schulz was 
discharged from the army, he started submitting gag 
cartoons to the various magazines of the time; his 
first breakthrough, however, came when an editor  
at Timeless Topix hired him to letter adventure  
comics. Soon after that, he was hired by his alma 
mater, Art Instruction, to correct student lessons 
returned by mail.
	 Between 1948 and 1950, he succeeded in selling 
17 cartoons to the Saturday Evening Post — as well as, 
to the local St. Paul Pioneer Press, a weekly comic
feature called Li’l Folks. It ran in the women’s
section and paid $10 a week. After writing and
drawing the feature for two years, Schulz asked for
a better location in the paper or for daily exposure,  
as well as a raise. When he was turned down on  
all three counts, he quit.
	 He started submitting strips to the news- 
paper syndicates. In the spring of 1950,  
he received a letter from the United 
Feature Syndicate, announcing  
its interest in his submission,  
Li’l Folks. Schulz boarded a train 
in June for New York City; more 
interested in doing a strip than a 
panel, he also brought along the 

first installments of what would become Peanuts — and 
that was what sold. (The title, which Schulz loathed 
to his dying day, was imposed by the syndicate). The 
first Peanuts daily appeared October 2, 1950; the first 
Sunday, January 6, 1952.
	 Prior to Peanuts, the province of the comics  
page had been that of gags, social and political  
observation, domestic comedy, soap opera, and  
various adventure genres. Although Peanuts changed, 
or evolved, during the 50 years Schulz wrote and drew 
it, it remained, as it began, an anomaly on the comics 
page — a comic strip about the interior crises of the 
cartoonist himself. After a painful divorce in 1973 
from which he had not yet recovered, Schulz told a 
reporter, “Strangely, I’ve drawn better cartoons in 
the last six months — or as good as I’ve ever drawn. 
I don’t know how the human mind works.” Surely, 
it was this kind of humility in the face of profoundly 
irreducible human questions that makes Peanuts as 
universally moving as it is.
	 Diagnosed with cancer, Schulz retired from 
Peanuts at the end of 1999. He died on February 12, 

2000, the day before his last strip was published 
(and two days before Valentine’s Day) 

— having completed 17,897 daily and 
Sunday strips, each and every one 

fully written, drawn, and lettered 
entirely by his own hand — an 
unmatched achievement in 
comics.          
 	   —Gary Groth
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COMING IN THE COMPLETE PEANUTS: 1969-1970

The 1960s wind down as Peppermint Patty runs afoul of her school’s dress code, Lucy declares herself a
“New Feminist,” and Snoopy’s Daisy Hill Puppy Farm speaking engagement climaxes in a riot...and a new love 
found amidst the teargas. Also in this volume, The Head Beagle, Miss Othmar on strike, Snoopy on the Moon, 
dinner with Joe Shlabotnik, kite-eating tree vs. piano, and (oh no!) the Little Red-Haired Girl moves away...


