
Two huge events rock the Peanuts world in this volume: First, Snoopy dons a 
helmet and goggles and climbs onto the top of his doghouse for the first of his 
many skirmishes with the dreaded Red Baron.

Then Charlie Brown, while at summer camp, befriends a boy called Roy — 
not realizing Roy will later bring one of his friends into the ever-expanding 
Peanuts circle…a freckled firecracker called Peppermint Patty. 

I’m a filmmaker whose films are often referred to as funny,  
depressing, thought-provoking, poetic, shallow, stylish, or just 
plain bad. One learns to live with being categorized. But after 
twenty years at it, I’m still surprised that the mix of humor, critical 
thinking, dramatic structure, formal play, and philosophical musing 
that characterizes films like mine is still seen to be so unusual or 
idiosyncratic. As if there were no precedent for it. But, there is: 
Peanuts.
     Growing up in the seventies, I laughed and sighed a good deal 
at the cryptic, curiously ambiguous wisdom of the Peanuts comic 
strip. These little kids, who were somehow also not little kids, said 
what they meant, exactly. Charlie Brown so acutely expressed in 
words a self-esteem so low, I was often amazed Schulz left him 
standing at the end of the four panels. Frankly, I was often puzzled. 
I didn’t know whether to laugh or sigh.
     The world pours over a thirteen-year-old’s head like so much 
water. The big picture is hard to see. But the details stick, and  
the questions remain. And the stark admission in Peanuts of not  
knowing really all that much at all was its own sort of wisdom.
     It’s hard to say exactly how Peanuts may have influenced me. 
No one had to explain to me why it was funny. I laughed without 
guidance. It came naturally.
 
—Hal Hartley
   From his introduction to this volume
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I didn’t grow up avidly reading comic books and 
don’t remember being terribly preoccupied with 

the daily strips that appeared in the newspapers. 
But I liked to draw and I recall spending time trying 
to copy the drawings of certain comics rather than 
reading the dialogue balloons. I believe I must have 
read Peanuts — casually, as I guess comics are meant 
to be read. But that’s all I remember of the strips 
at that time: sitting on the front steps in the warm 
months waiting for supper, flipping idly through the 
pages of the Long Island Newsday and, coming to the 
comics page, reading Peanuts and Doonesbury, then 
moving on.
     When approached to consider writing an 
introduction for this volume of The Complete Peanuts, 

I asked if I could have a collection of strips to ponder 
from the early-to-mid seventies; that is, from when I 
was an adolescent and young teenager. I wanted to 
see if there was evidence in those daily strips of the 
world I remember trying to get my bearings in.
     There is. It’s subtle, but it’s there. Perhaps it’s 
the very sparseness of the Peanuts world — the 
anywhere at anytime simplicity of its universe — that 
allows us to see the world we ourselves actually move 
through. It provides a mirror into which we can pour 
our preoccupations and memories. The characters 
are types at once perennial and contemporary. When 
I read these strips now, I sense the times in which 
they were written and drawn. I sense the characters 
to have been shaped by an awareness of the real 
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world that Charles Schulz moved through as well. 
I’m sure one can read through all of Peanuts and see 
nothing more than a continuing insight and feeling 
about kids and people of all times in all places. And 
that, in itself, would be fine. But I’m afraid I can’t see 
them as simply that. These kids are American and 
the world that is palpably moving around just outside 
the frame of the panels affects and adjusts the things 
they say and do.
     For instance, Lucy and Peppermint Patty are 
hanging around and Lucy suggests 
that they both go get their ears 
pierced. Patty turns to her friend 
and calmly explains that she has 
no doubts about her femininity — 
in just those words, that simply. 
The complete lack of an attempt 
to loosen up the language into 
something more natural is, for me, 
terribly funny. But maybe also 
there’s a hint of exasperation, an 
honest fatigue with one’s efforts to 
come to grips with the issues of the 
day — in this case the daily application of a feminism 
that was still new in the seventies. (I remember my 
own urgent conferences with my pals about whether 
we should call our new teacher “Miss” or the new 
“Ms” and what, after all was “Ms” an abbreviation 
for, if anything...)
     I know little about Charles Schulz. But reading 
through these stacks of strips from the early and mid 
seventies now, in 2007, I definitely hear his voice. 

The author behind the scenes I hear seems a modest, 
hardworking, sharp-witted, observer of human 
nature, probably more conservative than not, but 
hard to pigeonhole. His is an independent sensibility; 
polite, but unflinching when it comes to illustrating 
our common foibles, quietly demonstrating the 
hollowness of much conventional wisdom, capable 
at times of what I can only call absurd realism and 
which I could easily convince myself I decided to 
steal and use for my own purposes fifteen or sixteen 

years later on.
     He is sometimes harsh. But then 
the victims are so durable.
     I’m a filmmaker whose films are 
often referred to as funny, depressing, 
thought-provoking, poetic, shallow, 
stylish, or just plain bad. One learns 
to live with being categorized. But 
after twenty years at it, I’m still 
surprised that the mix of humor, 
critical thinking, dramatic structure, 
formal play, and philosophical musing 
that characterize films like mine is 

still seen to be so unusual or idiosyncratic. As if there 
were no precedent for it. But, there is: Peanuts.
     I had a writing teacher in college, Howard Stein, 
who used to say that as we get older we acquire 
rust and that children see and feel everything 
more immediately before the rust sets in. He urged 
that in our writing we try to hold on to some of 
that childishness that allows for these unmediated 
impressions. This made sense to me right away and 



I began writing in earnest for the first time in my life. 
And almost immediately I felt the excitement and 
potential of arranging childlike observance alongside 
mature, adult, consideration.
     Because certainly, as a kid, I learned that 
people almost never say what they mean, at least, 
not exactly. We learn, if out of nothing else but 
kindness, to circumnavigate painful topics; divisive 
issues are flirted with by saying 
something seemingly unrelated 
that, however, when heard under 
the right circumstances, reveals 
its true meaning. All this I was 
taught to call irony and it was once 
considered the height of wit. These 
days it is often frowned upon and 
suspected of being anti-social and 
the disdainful expression of someone 
who thinks he or she knows more 
than anyone else. Personally, I still 
believe irony to be one of the most 
valuable and generous exercises of 
an engaged intelligence eager for a good laugh.
     Peanuts was ironic and kind. And I knew this at 
thirteen.
     Growing up in the seventies, I laughed and sighed 
a good deal at the cryptic, curiously ambiguous 
wisdom of the Peanuts comic strip. These little kids, 
who were somehow also not little kids, said what they 
meant, exactly. Charlie Brown so acutely expressed 
in words a self-esteem so low, I was often amazed 

Schulz left him standing at the end of the four panels. 
Frankly, I was often puzzled. I didn’t know whether 
to laugh or sigh.
     And so I wonder now to what extent my sense of 
humor, my thinking about life, and my storytelling 
inclinations might have been influenced by my 
regular and casual contact with Charlie Brown and 
his world at the age of thirteen or fourteen. The 

Peanuts gang were as regular a 
part of those days for me, sitting 
there on my front step with the 
newspaper, as were John Lennon 
and Yoko Ono being castigated 
for one thing or another, as much 
as Watergate or Nixon’s trip to 
China. I was just as intrigued and 
confused by some of these strips as 
I was by Jane Fonda visiting North 
Vietnam and Salvador Allende’s 
overthrow in Chile.
     The world pours over a 
thirteen-year-old’s head like so 

much water. The big picture is hard to see. But the 
details stick, and the questions remain. And the stark 
admission in Peanuts of not knowing really all that 
much at all was its own sort of wisdom.
     It’s hard to say exactly how Peanuts may have 
influenced me. No one had to explain to me why it 
was funny. I laughed without guidance. It came  
naturally.
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“5”…35, 47, 63, 74, 194, 212, 260, 
294

1812 Overture…113
1980…108
“Aaugh!,” “Aaughh!,” etc….23, 

25, 28, 31, 33, 34, 37, 39, 80, 90, 
118,122, 125, 140, 141, 149, 160, 
167, 168, 174, 181, 182, 203, 213, 
228, 272, 278, 290, 299, 301, 313 

Acetylcholinesterase…172
adult voices…104 and 269 (grand-

ma), 287 (stranger)
Africa…27
algebra…121
allergy (to snow)…165
ambition…142, 190, 296
amblyopia ex anopsia…see Brown, 

Sally wearing eyepatch
American League…129
ammunition…158
ammunition train…253, 255, 256
ants…297
apple…48, 313, 205, 310
Bach, Johann Sebastian…256
barber shop…178
Bartley Lane…283
Bartók, Béla…256
baseball…40-43, 47, 49-52, 61, 70-72, 

78, 79, 81, 82, 86, 92, 97, 99, 101, 
102, 166, 170, 194-198, 201, 205, 
206, 210-213, 215, 219, 220, 223-
225, 236, 237, 241, 243, 249, 250, 
258, 259, 261-264    

basketball…35
bathroom sink…293, 300
bathtub…188

batting average…195
beach…94, 96, 246, 247
beach ball…244
beach bunnies…246
beach-beagle…94, 96, 97
beads…165
bean-ball…47, 224
“Beau Snoopy”…202
Beethoven…24, 75, 99, 130, 140, 

148, 149, 151, 196, 216, 256, 262, 
304. 306

Birthday…148, 149, 151, 304, 306, 
307

Belgium…167
bench manager…82
Berlioz, Hector…256
Bernstein, Leonard…262
bicycle…156
bifocal teeth…207
bifocals…145
billiard…2, 148
biography…140
birthday cake…149
Bizet, Georges…256
black board…112, 174, 178, 279, 

291, 294
black eye…302
blanket-hating grandmother…87, 

303
“Bleah!”…7, 21, 25, 154, 163, 190, 

191, 195, 198, 200, 251, 253, 271, 
295, 301

“Bleak House”…116
Bloch, Ernest…256
“blockhead”…53, 81,103, 131, 191, 

196, 214, 223, 232, 234, 252, 295
bodyguard…282, 283
bombers…253
bone…14, 24, 28, 59, 133
Bonn, Germany…140
Book of Daniel…52
book report…1-3
Boulogne…239
bowling…45
Brahms. Johannes…91, 99, 184, 256
Breakfast…8, 212
brick yard…100
bridge…267, 275
Brown, Charlie…1-3, 7-18, 21, 25, 

27, 28, 30, 32, 35-37, 39-44, 46-51, 
53-58, 60, 61, 63, 64, 66-73, 75, 76, 
78, 79, 81, 82, 84-93, 95-99, 101-
103, 105-108, 111, 112, 117, 118, 
120, 125, 127, 129, 130, 132-136, 

138, 139, 141-148, 150, 153-157, 
159, 162, 163, 165-167, 169-178, 
180, 182, 185, 187-189, 191-198, 
200-203, 205-208, 210-217, 219-
227, 229, 230, 232-234, 236, 237, 
239, 241, 243, 244, 246, 247, 249-
252, 254-256, 258-267, 270-274, 
276, 277-281, 284, 289-301, 303, 
304, 306-310, 313

Brown, Sally…1, 20, 47, 74, 105, 
106, 109, 120, 121, 127, 141, 144, 
145, 147, 148, 150, 160, 179, 189, 
202, 205, 214, 220, 222, 238, 249, 
251, 257, 260, 293, 297, 310

     wearing eye patch…144, 145,
     147, 148, 150, 160, 189, 205, 
     214, 220, 222
bruise…51
bug…21, 30, 268
bulletin board…291
bully…221
bunt…61

burglar…168, 169
bus…67, 73, 228, 229, 235, 279
butter…42
buzzards…202
cake…127
Cambrai…285
camp…66, 67, 69, 70, 72, 73, 111, 

228, 229, 231, 232, 234, 235, 258, 
279

camp president…232
campfire…72, 232
can opener…152, 299
candle…109, 176
candy…304
candy bar…131, 207
captain…245

cardinal number…121
carpet…244
carpeting…273
cartoons…243
cat burglar…168
cats…136
CBS…129
ceramic tile…274
cereal…8, 116, 120, 148, 300
children’s crusade…47
chip on shoulder…129
chocolate-mix…199
Chopin, Frédéric…256
Christ the Lord…308
Christmas…3, 148, 153-156, 308, 

310, 311
“Chuck” Brown…58, 259, 261, 264
Cicero…135
“cinch notice”…28
cinnamon toast…229
clouds…166, 187, 188, 192, 202, 222, 

231, 234, 243, 244, 246, 254, 262, 
263, 275, 279, 280, 285, 294, 302, 
303, 305, 313

club…295
cockpit…305
college…111, 213, 267
coloring book…109
comb…300
comic magazines…116
commercial…286
Commissioner Eckert…210
company headquarters…245
contact lenses…38
cookie…131, 231, 235
crayons…109, 268
croquet…98
crystal ball…104
cup cake…131
daffodils…42
Daisy Hill Puppy Farm…54, 55, 57, 

121, 135, 136, 138, 146
“Daisy Miller”…85
dance…6, 112, 141
dandelions…40, 42
darkness, cursing thereof…109
David…308
dawn patrol…226, 305
Debussy, Claude…256
Delius, Frederick…256
desert…91, 202
Disraeli, Benjamin…135
diving board…254
diving onto pile of leaves…277, 281
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diving trophy…254
doctor…118, 208, 230
doctrine…130
dog days…249
double dutch (jump rope)…173
double-play combination…52
drafted…67, 188
drawing…2
drinking fountain…193, 249
drowning…97, 300
dryer…277
Dvorak, Antonin…256
E chart…144, 145
editors…201
Eiffel Tower…245
electric train…156
elephant…2
Elgar, Edward…256
Engineer…256
England/English…2, 173
English teachers…111
equations…121
equivalent sets…120
essay writing…111, 112
Eubulus…222
fair weather…2, 89
falling leaves…123, 139, 280
false teeth…207
fanatics…125, 154
fastball…49, 197, 211
father/dad…7, 17, 36, 66, 69, 120, 

178, 217, 229
father’s day…104
fingerprints…48
fire…270
fire hydrant…29
fire insurance…271
fireplace…310
first-aid…249
fishing…234
flight pattern…126
flood waters	…91
flower garden…42
fluorescent lighting…76
Flying Circus…203
flying gloves…248
fog…173
football…124, 125, 272
Fort Douamont…203
Fort Zinderneuf…192, 201, 202
Fourth of July…237
fractions…205
France…161, 176, 180
Franck, César…256

French Foreign Legion…201
French Girl…176
Frieda…3, 7, 18, 20 ,25, 28, 40, 42, 

46, 47, 50, 60, 62, 79, 93, 156, 212, 
220, 225, 240, 249, 268, 295

“Friends, Romans, 
Countrymen”…135

fruit stand…286
Funicello, Annette…4
Genesis (ninth  chapter)…45
ghost…287

girl beagle…10, 12, 13, 15, 16, 97, 
153

Gladstone, William…135
Glinka, Mikhail…256
God…45, 308
golden retriever…97
“Good Grief!”…23, 25, 29, 34, 50, 

55, 59, 63, 68, 79, 86, 95-98, 105, 
106, 113, 116, 118, 123, 130, 144, 
147, 168, 172, 175, 177, 178, 184, 
186, 191, 210, 215, 219, 230, 239, 
270, 291, 293, 297, 300

“Good ol’ Charlie Brown”…296, 
299, 302, 311

Gramma (or grandma)…104, 269, 
310, 311

Grampa…311
grandfather clock…185
Great Pumpkin…128-132, 232, 282, 

283, 285, 286, 288
Grieg, Edvard…256
ground crew…134, 161, 298
groundskeeper…210
gruel…268
 “Gulliver’s Travels”…1, 3
Halloween…128, 129, 131, 285, 287
Handel, George Frideric…256
handkerchief…210, 249

“Happiness is a warm puppy”…6
“Happiness is…”…2
Harper’s Ferry…47
Haydn, Joseph…256
“Heart of Darkness”…85
Hearts (card game)…12
heating contrats…274
“heel”…139
heredity…87
hero ribbon…218
hideout…228
high school year book…120
Hollywood…57
home run…102, 215, 264
homework…150
hospital…148
hot chocolate…198, 199
hot-fudge sundae…233
hug…6, 24
Humperdinck, Engelbert…256
husband material…251
hypocrisy…286
“I can’t stand it”…6, 42, 102, 129,  

164, 219, 257
I.Q….144
ice cream…204, 244
ice-bag…183
ice-cube tray…243
illiterate…144
indian wrestle…258
Indians…47
Indonesian water-buffalo hide…133
infantrymen…279
ingredients…199
insurance…187, 274
Interpreter’s Bible, The…116
involunary muscle spasm…272
iodine…23, 149
“It was a dark and stormy 

night”…84, 85
ivory…2
jack o’ lantern…287
jams…246, 247
jealousy…243, 295
jelly…83, 117, 160, 235, 247
Jeremiah…232
“Joseph Andrews”…116
judo chop…106, 115, 147
Juliet…307
jump rope…60, 238
Kansas…57
“Ker-leaf” and “Ker-splash”…277
kite…32, 44, 66, 182, 188
kite-eating tree…32, 44, 66

kitten…163
knuckle ball…49
Latin…6
laundry…119
Legion of Lost Souls…201
letter writing…2, 9, 54, 55, 69, 72, 

88, 109, 123, 128, 129, 132, 135, 
151, 154, 162, 201, 231, 234, 249, 
258, 264, 309, 311

library…273
Little Red-Haired Girl…53, 127, 

192, 193, 221, 226, 291, 292, 294, 
297, 298

Liszt, Franz…256
locker combination…279
Long John Silver…147
Longuyon…253, 255
“Lord Jim”…113
Luke 2:8…308
Mahler, Gustav…256
mail call…235
mail sack…88
mailbox…25, 55, 57, 59, 62, 84, 87, 

127, 128, 153, 216, 300, 301, 303
mailman…301
major leagues…205
manger…308
Mantle, Mickey…279
map…80
marbles…63
marigolds…42
marriage…13, 15, 16, 119, 151, 164, 

209, 216, 257

marshmallows (sour)…301
Mays, Willie…177, 279
maze…174, 177
mechanics…203, 253, 285
medical school…117
medication…148
Melendez Boulevard…283
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Mendelssohn, Felix…256
menthol cough drop…204
mercy…267
“Mercy!”…290, 292
Metz…180
mid-afternoon snack…116
midnight…288
milk…52, 116, 267, 283
milk money…9
mini-bikes…277
misfortune…107, 165
Miss Othmar…9, 10, 30, 52, 279
mistletoe…156
mittens…156
“Moby Dick”…116
moral responsibility…103
morning paper…116
Moselle…176, 253
mosquito netting…228
motel…216
mother…21, 22, 36, 56, 66, 69, 104, 

118, 150, 166, 178, 183, 212, 228, 
229, 240, 241, 243, 267, 277, 303

Mother’s Day…56, 104, 212
mottos…81
movie ads…47
Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus…256
Mrs. Donovan…178
mule-headedness…242
museum…140
nap…306

National Dog Week…113
National League…129
NBC…129
New Math…120, 121, 141, 144
New Testament…222
newspaper…143
night games…197

Noah…45
no-man’s land…233, 239, 256
note from mom…267, 303
numskull…252
“Nyaah!” or “Nyahh, nyahh, 

nyahh!”…93, 180
obedience school…7, 16
“Oh brother!”…131, 136, 272
Old Math…121
Oliver Twist…268
“oopsy doopsy ex foopsia”…145
operating table…208
ophthalmologist…7, 145, 147, 160, 

189, 220, 222
orthopedist…7
“our generation”…43, 267
“ozzes and libs”…187
P.T.A….9, 177
painting…289
parachute…134
Paris…245
Patty…4, 18, 20, 47, 98, 165, 173, 

194, 212, 233, 249, 250, 260, 265
Paul’s letter to Galatians…246
peanut butter sandwich…192
peer-group rating…303
pencil pal…109, 246
pennant…237
Peppermint Patty…258, 259, 261, 

262, 264, 282, 283, 285, 286, 288, 
309

piano…6, 19, 24, 51, 60, 108, 119, 
124, 149, 151, 156, 164, 209, 213, 
216, 217, 256, 307

picket sign…113, 118, 148, 157, 
304, 306

“Pig-Pen”…30, 47, 100, 260
pinking shears…273
pneumonia…29
politician…210
Pont-a-Mousson…176, 180, 253
pool…76, 133, 270, 273
Postmaster General…88
potato soup…176
praying…28, 175
presents…124, 128, 132, 285, 311
prince…48
principal, principal’s office…21, 175, 

177, 178, 292
procrastination…1
“Ptui!”…52, 86, 92, 218
public speaking…135
publicity…129
Pudens…222
pumpkin patch…128-131, 285, 286, 

288
pupils…295
puzzles…156
Queen Anne’s Revenge…189
queen snakes…228, 229, 279
rabbits…18, 46
rabies…249
Rachmaninoff, Sergei…256
racing (car)…156, 157
radio…47, 169, 240

rake…123
rat’s nest…300
“Rats!”…1, 10, 20, 22, 37, 38, 45, 66, 

117, 124, 136, 153, 171, 186, 229, 
233, 248, 255, 256, 266

Ravel, Maurice…256
record, LP…140, 156, 240, 270
recreation room…133
Red Baron…122, 134, 161, 167, 

173, 176, 178, 180, 181, 203, 207, 
214, 216, 233, 239, 245, 248, 274, 
285, 305

reflexes…250
refrigerator…267
reindeer…151, 310
River Marne…248
Robespierre…135
Rock of Gibraltar…158
rocking chair…298
rollerskates…74
Romeo…307
root beer…245, 252
rotary engine…207
“round-headed kid”…231, 235, 258
Roy…70, 72, 73, 231, 232, 234, 235, 

258, 259, 282, 286, 288
Ruth, Babe…279
sack lunch…127, 207, 267, 291, 

297, 303
Sahara Desert…101
sailor…210
sand castle…96, 100

sandwich…127, 267
Santa Claus…129, 151, 154, 308, 

309
Saturday…135, 138, 142, 295
Schroeder…6, 19, 24, 42, 47, 49, 51, 

60, 75, 79, 82, 91, 92, 99, 108, 119, 
124, 130, 140, 148, 149, 151, 156, 
164, 194, 196, 197, 209, 210, 212, 
213, 216, 217, 219, 220, 224, 235, 
236, 243, 250, 256, 259, 262, 263, 
304, 307

Schubert, Franz…256
science project…291, 292, 294, 297
seat belt…309
Second Timothy 4:21…222
security blanket…4, 6, 22, 31, 34, 

36, 37, 43, 48, 76, 77, 87, 90, 91, 
104, 108, 127, 129, 130, 132, 137, 
148, 179, 183, 208, 213, 214, 216, 
217, 221, 222, 225, 228, 231, 238, 
240, 242, 246, 251, 257, 259, 269, 
282, 303

     attacks…31, 33, 34, 36, 37
     of the month club…127
self-esteem…171
selfishness…212
sense of direction…285
sharpening…168, 309
shepherds…308
Shermy…47, 142, 192, 194, 212, 

291, 292, 294
shortstop…196, 261, 262, 283
shot…230, 255, 256
shovel…211
show and tell…160
show-time…142
shrink…238
Sibelius, Jean…256
sidewalk café…245
“Sigh”…29, 32, 36, 44, 46, 53, 58, 

67, 70, 81, 132, 139, 142, 144, 146, 
178, 179, 191, 196, 200, 230, 308

sincerity…285, 286
Sirius…249
skateboard…39, 60, 74
skating rink…10, 12, 13, 153
ski jacket…156
skiing…119
skull and crossbones…189
sled…157
sleeping bag…67
sleeping pills…266
sleigh…151
sliver…107
smoking in bed…270



snapshot…298
Snoopy…1, 3, 6-10, 12-20, 23-28, 

35, 37-39, 45, 46, 48, 50-59, 61-65, 
67-69, 74-76, 78, 80-82, 84-86, 
89-94, 96, 97, 99, 101, 103, 108, 
112-115, 117, 118, 121, 122, 124, 
126, 132-136, 139, 141, 142, 146, 
147, 149-153, 156, 157, 159-163, 
165-169, 171-173, 176, 178, 180, 
181, 184-187, 189, 190, 192, 195-
205, 207-209, 212, 214, 216-218, 
222, 226-230, 232, 233, 235, 237-
239, 241, 244-249, 251-256, 260-
262, 264-266, 268, 270, 271, 273-
276, 278, 279, 281-285, 287, 289, 
295, 298-301, 303-306, 309, 310

    house burning down…270, 271,
       273, 274, 276
    siblings…54, 55
    as World War I Flying Ace…122,
       134, 161, 167, 173, 176, 178,
       180, 181, 196, 203, 207, 208,
       214, 216, 226, 233, 237, 239,
       248, 251-253, 255, 256, 274, 
       278, 279, 283, 285, 298, 305
    and bird(s)…26, 50, 59, 62, 126,
       147, 150, 151, 157, 159, 165,
       169, 184, 186, 187, 190, 191,
       199, 204, 218 
    at suppertime…7, 8, 19, 28, 37,
       61, 69,  117, 118, 121, 133, 146,
      152, 185, 200, 227, 232, 299
    ice-skating…10, 12, 13, 15, 16, 94,
      153, 168, 309
surfing…39, 94, 96, 97, 246, 247
snow…2-5, 8-14, 16, 18, 19, 152-155, 

157-159, 162, 165, 166, 168-170, 
172, 302, 305, 307-310, 312, 313

snow shovel…165, 166, 169, 307
Snow White…48
snowballs…11, 153, 158, 163, 170, 

302, 305
snowman…5, 162, 302, 312, 313 
Socrates…135

spelling bee…171, 172, 174, 175, 
177, 178

St. Bernard…285
St. Louis…57
St. Mihiel…253
starvation diet…118
stitches…118
stocking…310
stomach…37, 175, 200, 215, 219, 

220, 223, 225, 304, 310
stomach-clock…146, 152
Strauss. Richard…6
study period…111
“Stupid dog”…91, 96, 189, 217, 

274, 284
subsets…120
“sugar lips”…20
sugar lump…301
sun…101, 129, 203, 219, 273, 275, 

305, 313
sunflowers…60
sunglasses…71
sunrise/sunset…296
superstition…282, 285, 288
swaddling cloths…308
swimming pool…216, 254
swinger…258
swing-set…53
“Sydney or the bush!”…102, 105
tapioca pudding…201
teacher…2, 3, 9, 21, 1601, 177, 208, 

279, 297, 297
teamwork…163
teen-age marriages…13
telephone…48, 56, 87, 130, 136, 140, 

258, 259, 277, 282, 286, 288, 303
telephone booth…98
tendonitis…230
tetanus shot…118
tetherball…193
Texas…57
theologian/theology…107, 273, 286
tickle…284
Tipperary, distance to…237, 255, 

275, 298
tongue…25
tooth paste…300
toothbrush…293, 300
Tooth-Fairy…148
torture…153, 256
tracer bullets…134
tractor…166
trap door…304
trash burner…31, 34, 37, 156
trenches…122, 173, 176
tricks or treats…131, 287
Tschaikowsky, Peter (Piotr)…256

TV…1, 4, 22, 33, 49, 82, 83, 120, 
121, 127, 137, 150, 157, 160, 171, 
183, 185, 189, 198, 199, 204, 207, 
228, 235, 238, 240, 242, 243, 247, 
269, 298, 303, 304, 307

typewriter…84, 85

umbrella…41, 289
vacation…1, 21
vacuum cleaner…244
Valentine’s Day…19
Valley Forge…242
Van Gogh, Vincent…76, 169, 270, 

273, 289
Van Pelt, Linus…2-6, 9, 10, 14, 17, 

21, 22, 28-31, 33-35, 37-39, 43, 45, 
48, 49, 51, 52, 54, 60, 66, 69, 74, 
76-78, 80, 81, 83, 85, 87, 88, 90, 
91, 96, 98, 100-104, 107-109, 111, 
115, 116, 120-122, 124, 127-133, 
137 -139, 141, 142, 148, 150, 151, 
153, 154, 156, 158, 160, 162, 171, 
179, 181, 183, 191, 194, 197-199, 
201, 204, 205, 207, 208, 213-215, 
217, 221-223, 225, 226, 228, 229, 
231-235, 237, 238, 240-244, 246, 
247, 249, 250-253, 255-260, 264, 
265, 267-270, 277, 279, 280, 282, 
283, 285, 286, 288, 289, 291, 294, 
297, 298, 300-303, 305, 307, 308, 
311-313

Van Pelt, Lucy…4-6, 13, 19-25, 27, 
28, 30, 31, 33-37, 40-43, 45-52, 58, 
60, 61, 63, 64, 66, 67, 71, 73, 75-78, 
81-83, 87-91, 93, 95, 97-100, 102-
104, 107-109, 112-115, 117-120, 
123-125, 127, 128, 130-133, 137-
140, 142, 143, 148-151, 154-160, 
162-165, 169-173, 182, 183, 187, 
191, 193-195, 198-201, 204, 206-
214, 216, 217, 219, 220, 223, 226, 

228, 231, 232, 234, 235, 238, 240-
244, 247, 249-252, 256, 260, 261, 
267-274, 276, 277, 280, 282, 284, 
286, 289, 290, 292, 294-296, 300-
302, 304, 307, 309, 311, 313

    as psychiatrist…27, 46, 58, 67, 75,
      76, 95, 117, 120, 155, 159, 220,
      234, 276, 290, 296, 309
    pulling football away from 
    Charlie Brown…125, 272
Van Pelt Family moving to a new 

city…213, 214, 216, 217
veterinarians…108, 255, 256
Violet…4, 7, 20, 30, 35, 47, 50, 55, 

93, 111, 166, 172, 173, 175, 194, 
202, 212, 222, 233, 265, 292, 294, 
295

Vivaldi, Antonio…256
“Waaaahh!” or “Waah!”…16, 22, 97, 

134, 147, 212, 270, 283
wagon…255, 256
Wardwick Avenue…283
Washington…57
Washington, George…242
waste basket…193
watchdog…46, 168
waves…96
wheelies…60
whistling…262
“Whoops!”…65

Wilson, President…173, 226
wind…233
wishy-washy…47, 64, 157, 309
witch…48
worms…159
Wyeth, Andrew…289
“You drive me crazy!”…111, 148, 

222
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Charles M. Schulz was born November 26, 1922 in 
Minneapolis. His destiny was foreshadowed when 

an uncle gave him, at the age of two days, the nick-
name Sparky (after the racehorse Spark Plug in the 
newspaper strip Barney Google).
	 Schulz grew up in St. Paul. By all accounts, he 
led an unremarkable, albeit sheltered, childhood. He 
was an only child, close to both parents, his eventual 
career path nurtured by his father, who bought four 
Sunday papers every week — just for the comics.
	 An outstanding student, he skipped two grades 
early on, but began to flounder in high school — per-
haps not so coincidentally at the same time kids are 
going through their cruelest, most status-conscious 

period of socialization. The pain, bitterness, insecurity, 
and failures chronicled in Peanuts appear to have
originated from this period of Schulz’s life.
	 Although Schulz enjoyed sports, he also found 
refuge in solitary activities: reading, drawing, and 
watching movies. He bought comic books and Big 
Little Books, pored over the newspaper strips, and 
copied his favorites — Buck Rogers, the Walt Disney 
characters, Popeye, Tim Tyler’s Luck. He quickly 
became a connoisseur; his heroes were Milton Caniff, 
Roy Crane, Hal Foster, and Alex Raymond.
	 In his senior year in high school, his mother 
noticed an ad in a local newspaper for a correspon-
dence school, Federal Schools (later called Art 
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Instruction Schools). Schulz passed the talent test, 
completed the course and began trying, unsuccessful-
ly, to sell gag cartoons to magazines. (His first pub-
lished drawing was of his dog, Spike, and appeared in 
a l937 Ripley’s Believe It Or Not! installment.)
	 After World War II had ended and Schulz was 
discharged from the army, he started submitting gag 
cartoons to the various magazines of the time; his 
first breakthrough, however, came when an editor  
at Timeless Topix hired him to letter adventure  
comics. Soon after that, he was hired by his alma 
mater, Art Instruction, to correct student lessons 
returned by mail.
	 Between 1948 and 1950, he succeeded in selling 
17 cartoons to the Saturday Evening Post — as well as, 
to the local St. Paul Pioneer Press, a weekly comic
feature called Li’l Folks. It was run in the women’s
section and paid $10 a week. After writing and
drawing the feature for two years, Schulz asked for
a better location in the paper or for daily exposure,  
as well as a raise. When he was turned down on  
all three counts, he quit.
	 He started submitting strips to the news-
paper syndicates. In the Spring of 1950, 
he received a letter from the United 
Feature Syndicate, announcing their 
interest in his submission, Li’l Folks. 
Schulz boarded a train in June for 
New York City; more interested in 
doing a strip than a panel, he also 
brought along the first installments 

of what would become Peanuts — and that was what 
sold. (The title, which Schulz loathed to his dying day, 
was imposed by the syndicate). The first Peanuts daily 
appeared October 2, 1950; the first Sunday, January 6, 
1952.
	 Prior to Peanuts, the province of the comics  
page had been that of gags, social and political  
observation, domestic comedy, soap opera, and  
various adventure genres. Although Peanuts changed, 
or evolved, during the 50 years Schulz wrote and drew 
it, it remained, as it began, an anomaly on the comics 
page — a comic strip about the interior crises of the 
cartoonist himself. After a painful divorce in 1973 
from which he had not yet recovered, Schulz told a 
reporter, “Strangely, I’ve drawn better cartoons in 
the last six months — or as good as I’ve ever drawn. 
I don’t know how the human mind works.” Surely, it 
was this kind of humility in the face of  
profoundly irreducible human question that makes 
Peanuts as universally moving as it is.
	 Diagnosed with cancer, Schulz retired from 
Peanuts at the end of 1999. He died on February 12th 

2000, the day before his last strip was published 
(and two days before Valentine’s Day)  

— having completed 17,897 daily and 
Sunday strips, each and every one 

fully written, drawn, and lettered 
entirely by his own hand  — an 
unmatched achievement 
in comics.                   
 	                 —Gary Groth
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COMING IN THE COMPLETE PEANUTS: 1967-1968

If you’re a Snoopy fan you’ll love this one as Snoopy continues his World War I Flying Ace escapades…  
arm-wrestles Lucy as the “Masked Marvel” and hits Petaluma for the national arm-wrestling championship… 
dabbles in golf and hockey…attempts to journey to France for an ice-skating championship…runs for office on 
the “Paw” ticket…is traded to Peppermint Patty’s baseball team…and visits his original owner, Lila!


