
Can there be any doubt that Peanuts is now deep into the tumultuous 1960s?
Lucy declares herself a “New Feminist,” Peppermint Patty gets in trouble for
violating her school’s dress code, and Snoopy is caught in a riot at the Daisy
Hill Puppy Farm, complete with tear gas.

Not to mention the revelation that Snoopy’s little bird companion is named...
Woodstock!

Perhaps this is the wrong venue for a confession, but here it is: I
began my career by creating black-market pirated drawings of
Snoopy and Charlie Brown. 

The year was 1975, and I needed the work. You see, the sec-
ond grade bully had a weakness for comics, so in return for an
original daily Peanuts sketch he would pat down his proto-mous-
tache and bully someone else during recess.

Everybody, even preternaturally hairy bullies, loved Peanuts.
And why not? Charles Schulz managed to take that one uni-

versal emotion, grief, and make it good. Good Grief.
Charlie Brown was the only major cartoon star who wasn’t

insanely merry. Charlie Brown frowned more than he smiled.
Charlie Brown was real. 

For me, an immigrants’ kid recently plopped into the middle
of a small school in the insular world of uptown New Orleans,
Charlie Brown was the only one who understood how confused and
unhappy I felt. Because he had it worse than me.

Amazingly, even though the real kids at school didn’t like me,
they did like what I liked. They also thought Snoopy was cool, and
fun to draw. Lucy, hilarious. Schroeder, a brooding genius. Linus,
a mensch. Peanuts was common ground on the playground.

—Mo Willems
From his introduction to this volume
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Charles Schulz with 
his second Reuben 
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Perhaps this is the wrong venue for a confession, 
but here it is: I began my career by creating 

black-market pirated drawings of Snoopy and 
Charlie Brown. 

The year was 1975, and I needed the work. 
You see, the second grade bully had a weakness for 
comics, so in return for an original daily Peanuts 
sketch he would pat down his proto-moustache and 
bully someone else during recess.

Everybody, even preternaturally hairy bullies, 
loved Peanuts.

And why not? Charles Schulz managed to take 

that one universal emotion, grief, and make it good. 
Good Grief.

Charlie Brown was the only major cartoon  
star who wasn’t insanely merry. Charlie Brown 
frowned more than he smiled. Charlie Brown was 
real. 

For me, an immigrants’ kid recently plopped 
into the middle of a small school in the insular 
world of uptown New Orleans, Charlie Brown was 
the only one who understood how confused and 
unhappy I felt. Because he had it worse than me.

Amazingly, even though the real kids at school 
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didn’t like me, they did like what I liked. They also 
thought Snoopy was cool, and fun to draw. Lucy, 
hilarious. Schroeder, a brooding genius. Linus, a 
mensch. Peanuts was common ground on the play-
ground.

Like most everyone in my class, I fancied 
myself to be like one of Charlie Brown’s neighbors. 
I suppose pretending to be Snoopy was the most 
popular, but I aspired to Linus-ness; to be wise and 
kind and highly skilled at making 
gigantic structures out of playing 
cards. 

But that was fantasy. I knew, 
deep down, that I was Charlie 
Brown. 

I suspect we all did. I suspect 
we all do.

The how and why of Peanuts’ 
genius is a slippery question. But 
the answer certainly resides in, or 
more accurately flows through, this 
collection of strips. Lucy starts off 
on a strong note by declaring that this year is hers, 
we meet Woodstock at his dopiest, Snoopy discov-
ers that absolute power is an absolute pain as Head 
Beagle, Sally vents her paranoid anger at the com-
plexities of Kindergarten, the Little Red Haired Girl 
leaves town, and (in my favorite series) Lucy feeds 
Schroeder’s toy piano to the kite eating tree! 

It’s an amazingly confident slice of Schulz’s 
career, one where the characters, gags, stories, and 
draftsmanship are all at their peak.

Linus’s security blanket is nowhere to be found.
For me, re-reading the classic strips I grew up 

with is like going back to the school that nurtured 
every one of my own cartoon characters from the 
Pigeon to Sheep in the Big City to Elephant and 
Piggie. They are all a direct homage to Sparky’s 

secure draftsmanship and insecure 
characters.

Besides the pacing and drawings 
and dialog and character, this vol-
ume embodies Peanuts’ great lesson 
of comic-strip comedy: never let your 
characters know they’re funny. 

Take poor good old Charlie 
Brown. He’s funny because he 
faces his obstacles with deadly seri-
ousness. The more impossible, the 
more absurd, the more hilarious the 
situation becomes, the less funny it 

is for Charlie Brown.
It’s fun to laugh at that round-headed kid from 

the safety of our chairs, but we also feel for the 
poor guy. Too bad he can’t see beyond those four 
skinny daily panels. Too bad he doesn’t realize his 
problems are just jokes in the funny pages, and not 
real.



Sometimes when I am in a deep funk and feel 
like my life is a constant uphill battle like that of 
Charles Sisyphus Brown’s, I try to stop and  
imagine someone reading the comic strip of my 
frustrated life, and laughing. 

And that is part of the magic of Peanuts; the 
ability to see-saw between heartfelt empathy for 
these funny little sketches and the heartless desire 
to see their lives get worse and worse so that we 
can laugh more.

It is a balance that very few car-
toonists have achieved, and none so 
brightly, consistently, or charmingly.

Many have spent time arguing 
that comics in general and Sparky’s 
strip in particular are works of Art. 
But to me, that misses the point. 
Peanuts isn’t Art. 

It’s better. 
Art is a single work, or maybe a 

small collection of pieces, finite and 
quickly consumed. It hangs in a guarded room, 
existing only in one place. Any reproductions are 
inherently inferior to the real thing.

But Sparky’s comic strip transcends those petty 
limitations. Charlie Brown’s adventures continue 
for half a century, and you don’t have to make a 
pilgrimage to experience them. The strip comes to 
you, into your home, with reproductions that aren’t 
inferior to the work: they are the work. 

A few months back while touring for one of my 
books, I managed to sneak an afternoon in at the 
Charles M. Schulz Museum and Research Center 
in Santa Rosa, California. Karen Johnson, Jeannie 
Schulz, and the staff were as generous and affable 
as you could hope, and they let me spend some time 
in the vault to dig through their mountains of origi-
nal Peanuts strips. 

Yup, I got to hold the original comics that made 
me giggle every Sunday on my 
father’s lap before I could read, the 
original comics I read and re-re-read 
as a kid in piles of dog-eared cheap 
paperbacks on my bed, the comics 
that became my creative touchstone 
as an animator and children’s book 
maker.

And it was, uh, anti-climactic. 
The originals were too precious to 
really be enjoyed. I mean, there I 
was wobblingy holding onto big and 

floppy pieces of paper with little white gloves; afraid 
to laugh in case I’d get spittle on the drawings. 
They weren’t comics, I’m sorry to say; they were 
merely works of Art.

The magic was missing. 
It was missing because it’s in this book. You 

have Sparky’s magic in your hands right now.
Go on, read it. It’s here for everyone. 
Even second grade bullies.
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1984…2
“555 95472” or “5” for short...3, 

36, 38, 65, 72, 92, 115
Aaron, Hank...157
“AAUGHH!!” and variations... 

11,19, 42, 51, 70, 85, 86, 88, 117, 
152, 154, 242, 279, 307, 312

Abia...153
Abraham...153
Ace Piano Company...14
adult voice off panel...167
Age of Aquarius, The...214
air traffic control tower...300
airline stewardesses...250-251, 

253
alarm clock...267
“Any old port in a storm”...296
Apostle Paul, the...26
April Fools Day...40, 196
Aqaba...256
aquarium...214
Aram...153
Arbor Day...205-206
Army...236
arthritis...266, 268-269
Asa...153
Astaire, Fred...74
Atlantic Ocean...256
autographs...92
Autumn...130
Autumn crocus...269
Babe Ruth...93
Bach, Johann Sebastian...230
ball cap...51, 105
balloon...204

baptism...164
baseball...17, 18, 36, 37, 38, 40, 

43, 48-52, 56, 58, 62, 63, 69, 72, 
81, 92, 93, 98, 105, 127, 155, 
157, 186, 196, 197, 199, 200, 
214, 216, 223, 224, 226, 228-230, 
240, 243, 247, 249, 256

baseball scholarship...62
basketball...259
“Be Kind to Animals Week”...55, 

56
beach...102, 256
beagle board...308
beagles...46, 90
Beagle Press...190
Beagleland...313
bean bag...275
beauty contest...297
beauty sleep...69
beep on the nose...52, 220, 244, 

272, 296
Beethoven, Ludwig Van...14, 35, 

82, 165, 244, 245, 255, 307
bench...197, 231
Berg, Patty...157
Bible, The...103, 153
bikini...256
bindle stick...258
bird sanctuary...250
birdbath...156, 167, 168, 248
birthday...218, 276
“Bleah!”...23, 42, 171, 192, 197, 

219, 250, 305
blockhead...25, 249
“Blue Boy, The”...307
book report...270
bookshelf...8, 42
bookstore...42
“Boot!”...89, 115, 123, 126, 161, 

184, 272, 312
bowl of rain...25
bowling...10
Brown, Charlie...1-3, 6-8, 11, 

13-18, 20-23, 25, 26, 28, 30, 31, 
33, 34, 36-40, 42-45, 47-52, 56, 
58-60, 62-65, 67-73, 76, 77, 79, 
81, 82, 83, 85, 86, 88, 89, 91, 
93, 94, 96, 98, 99, 101, 102, 103, 
105, 106, 109, 110, 112, 113, 
115-119, 123, 124, 127, 129-132, 
134, 137, 139, 142, 143, 145, 
147, 149, 151, 152, 154, 155, 
157-161, 164, 170, 172, 176, 178, 
185, 188-189, 191, 193-194, 196, 
197, 199, 200, 203, 205-206, 208, 

210, 211, 212, 214-217, 219, 220, 
222, 224, 226, 228-231, 233, 235-
242, 246-251, 253, 254, 256-258, 
263, 264, 265, 268, 269, 270, 
273, 275, 276, 279, 280, 281, 
283, 289, 290, 295, 297, 301, 
304-305, 308, 310-311, 313

Brown, Sally...8, 20, 23, 25, 58, 
59, 63, 68, 73, 76, 80, 83, 88, 
99, 102, 103, 105-107, 118, 119, 
123, 134, 142, 149, 172, 176, 
193, 194, 204, 208, 223, 227, 
234, 256, 263, 265, 271, 274, 
275, 280, 281, 286, 289, 295, 
309-311, 313

“brown-bagging it”...106, 147
bug...58, 97, 143
bulletin board...151
bunnies...42, 215, 217
bus...151, 154, 216
bus stop...216
butterfly...47, 57, 245
cage...269
calendar...193, 194
camera...122
Cameroun...309
card game...231
caretaker...137, 139, 140
carpet...24
cat...23, 42, 44, 118, 298
cat dish...118
catcher...18
cave man...295
cedar closet...23
censorship...100
chalk dust...20, 22, 29
charity...94, 95
chatter...36
checkerboard table...76
checkers...134
Chexbres...256
chocolate worm malt...61
Christmas...23, 68, 134, 155, 193, 

194, 310-312
Christmas Eve...154, 311
Christmas story...153
“Chuck”...49, 112, 115, 116, 

132, 137
clean handkerchief...68
clouds...2, 4-8, 16-18, 28, 30, 33, 

45, 46, 50, 53, 68, 81, 82, 102, 
112, 119, 151, 158, 174-176, 178, 
189, 196, 208, 217, 242, 244, 
251, 256, 273, 290, 291, 295

college...62

cologne...166
Colorado...5
coloring book...214, 215, 217, 218
Columbus Day...280
comic books...63
compassion...50
conjugation...106
conjunctions...128
contract...26, 128
copper bracelet...266, 268, 269
cortisone shot...269
country lass...74, 76
country western music...119
covered wagon...41
cow leg...119
cranberry sauce... 299
creepy-crawly worm...30
Dad...231
Daisy Hill Puppy Farm...59, 101, 

124, 143, 190, 235, 236, 238, 
239, 241, 242

dangerous mission...66
dark haired lass...7
dawn...66
definition of love...133
depression...2, 28, 61, 62

digging holes...19
dinner table...26
disillusionment...61
division...29
dog show...67
doll bed...73
downstream...90
dreams...262
dress code...170, 172
“Dumb Day”...116
E’s...67
ear turning gray...83
Easter...42, 195
Easter Beagle...195
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East Star...232
ecology...290
educational costs...62
Election Day...289
electric socks...296
electrolyte solution...38
encyclopedia...8, 142
english muffin...68, 281
english theme...274
essay test...284
Esram...153
Ethan Frome...270
expansion club...37
experiment...38
family car...77
fan magazine...186
fat...15
Father’s Day...231
fear...21, 23
fence...18
fight...224, 226
Fire Department...11
fired...26, 28
first grade...119
fish...102
first-aid book...225
first beagle on the Moon!...29, 32 
first flight...61
“First Day of...” dance...53
first day of school...106, 265
flash bulbs...13
Fleming, Peggy...4, 8, 155, 157-

158
flying South...135, 271, 280, 283, 

284, 289, 290, 292, 293, 295
flower stickers...8
football...112, 113, 115-117, 123, 

129, 132, 141, 271, 272, 274, 
279, 282, 285, 303

forfeit...49, 50
“Four-Forty-Four”...289
Fourth of July...235, 236
France...76
Franklin...49, 115, 132, 136, 140, 

169, 172, 234, 284, 298, 303
Fred...260, 294
Frieda...52, 53, 55, 89, 100, 121, 

122, 124, 125, 127, 165, 184, 192
front hall...24
frying pan...132
“funny looking kid”...5, 116, 161, 

226, 297, 301
Gainsborough, Thomas...307
“The Game”...17
Garagiola, Joe...14, 60, 157
garden hose...90, 139

General Pershing...77
getting drafted...112
girls...4
girl-beagle...238, 239, 241, 242
gloominess...101
Glover, Fred...157
goal...12, 119
goalie...12, 119
goat...199
God...82
golf...10, 208
Gonzales, Pancho...157
goodbyes...18, 71
“Good Grief”...35, 38, 69, 83, 99, 

105, 179, 222, 238, 288, 293, 
295, 301

graduation pictures...137
“gramma”...94, 95
Great Pumpkin...128, 130, 286-

288

Groundhog Day...16
Gulf of Aqaba...256
gum wrapper...92
hair dresser...309
Halloween...286, 287, 288
Hanukkah...310
Hans Brinker...246
“Harbor Day”...206
hate...10, 21, 40, 47, 80, 118
Hawaii...256, 294
Head Beagle...122, 124, 125, 127, 

128, 151, 159, 160, 161, 163, 
178-179, 181, 182, 184, 185, 187, 
188, 235

heart...21
hearts (game)...231
hedge trimming...139
Henie, Sonia...8
history test...298
hockey...12, 19, 43, 119, 133, 134, 

156, 168, 201, 278, 295, 306
home...8, 23, 43, 46, 116, 149

home run...199
homeplate...48
homework...9
Houston Control...31
horse...46
hot chocolate...278
hot rolls...231
housewife...309
“How embarrassing”...46, 87, 

100, 159, 272
howling at the Moon...28
Hull, Bobby...8, 60, 155
“hyponatremia”...37
“I Was Secretary For the Head 

Beagle”...187, 188
“I can hardly (or can’t) stand 

it”...40, 65, 80, 154, 222
ice cream...15, 91
ice skating...4, 5, 7, 8, 19, 119
Ike jacket...136
impeachment...178
impending doom...26
insurance company...14
internist...37
Iowa...295
Isaac...153
Isaiah 6...279
“It was a dark and stormy 

night...”...47, 84, 103, 104, 107, 
138, 144, 198

itchy back...65
Jesus Christ...153
Joseph...153
Judas...153
Judas Maccabaeus...310
jump rope...63, 75, 103, 113, 217
junk mail...130
Kamnik...174
kennel...70
kickoff...115
“...kid with the round head”...44, 

46, 222, 293
King David...153
kiss on the nose...166, 307
kite...33, 188, 189
kite-eating tree...11, 13, 14, 189
“Klunk!”...13, 160, 165, 182, 193, 

196, 251, 252, 254, 261, 263
Lake Geneva...256
lawn sprinkler...83, 139
lawnmower...209
leaf...116, 130, 137
leaning wall...28, 34, 77, 82, 91, 

112, 125, 137, 200, 231, 237
letter...124, 130, 159, 160, 178, 

187, 235, 242, 251, 304-305, 

310, 313
letter of protest...26
letter to Santa Claus...149, 150, 

310
letter writing...155, 252, 286, 304-

305, 310, 313 

lettering...67
lightning bolt helmet...80
limbo...70
Lincoln, Abraham...163, 176
Little Red-Haired Girl...21, 40, 

85, 86, 88, 89, 119, 152, 154, 
208, 209, 249, 304-305

Ljubljana...174
locker combination...99
lockers...105
Lofty Mountain...151
Lombardi, Vince...113
lost and found...93
Lot’s wife...22
lunch...55
lunchbox...106
magazines...60
mailbox...21, 109, 149, 159, 176, 

310 
mail-order...14
male chauvinist...287
“Manager of the year”...40
Mann, Carol...157
manuscript...109
marriage...10
marshmallows...100, 101
Mary...153
math...148, 289
Mauldin, Bill...136, 292
Mays, Willie...93, 155
McKuen, Rod...119
meaning of life...8
Michigan...181
milk...63, 98, 259
Minnesota...179
Miss Halverson...29, 275
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Miss Othmar...22, 25, 26, 28, 29
Miss Swanson...148
Mission Control...31
Mississippi...181
mistletoe...312
mitten...313
Mom/mother...46, 180, 231
money...3
Moon, the...28, 29, 31, 32, 71, 

88, 92, 97, 124, 180, 232, 244, 
267, 287

Moses...164
Mother’s Day...213
mouse camp...248
movie theater...234
movie ticket...3
moving van...85, 86
multiplication...289
“Music for Skinned Knees”...80
musician...10, 13
“My Year”...1, 2, 4
NASA...60
Nashville...244, 245
National anthem...12
National Dog Week...114
National Secretaries’ Week...205
nest...213, 290
new feminist...196, 199, 200
New Jersey...181
New Orleans...245
New Year’s Day...158
New Year’s Eve...314
New York...174
newspaper...2, 26, 67, 149, 155, 

158, 234
Nicklaus, Jack...157
North America...5
North American cham- 

pionship...7
North Star...233
nothing...59
nowhere...1
O’s...67
Oakland...5, 7
ocean...256
Olympic Team...152
Orr, Bobby...157, 230
“Othmarites”...28
outer space...32
Pacific Ocean...256
Palmer, Arnold...155
parking place...26
pass protection...112
Patty...38, 63, 68, 82, 228, 234
payphone...292
peanut butter sandwich...63

penalty box...133, 306
Peppermint Patty...5, 7, 49, 50, 

112, 115, 116, 131, 132, 136, 
137, 148, 161, 169-172, 185, 187, 
207, 212, 223, 224, 226, 273, 276 
(birthday), 277, 284, 290, 297-
298, 300, 301-303

Petaluma...7, 31
petition...240
Phares...153
philosophy...91
photograph...14
Picasso, Pablo...119
picnic...108, 232
picket sign...25, 26, 114, 298, 304
pitcher’s mound talking...16
pizza...16, 97
“Play it Again, Sam”...58
playground...161, 163
plot twist...107
pollution...184, 305
pony...274
post card...74, 76
pounding erasers...20, 22, 29
POW!...18, 52, 64, 79, 81, 150, 

161, 199, 259, 262, 302

present...154, 311
president...298
President Wilson...74
Principal’s Office...119, 169
prophets...248
publisher...109
pumpkin...131, 132
pumpkin patch...286, 287, 288
rabbits (herd of)...121, 122
rabbit slope...151
rain...25, 44, 107, 116, 140, 143, 

202, 203, 207, 216, 228, 229, 
247, 275

rain check...216
“Raindrops keep falling on my 

head...”...247
rain gear...25
rake...137, 140
“Rats!”...8, 9, 48, 56, 62, 71, 83, 

130, 132, 161, 168, 180, 229, 
230, 241, 297

Red Baron, The...66
rejection letter...110
rejection-slip shock...110
religion...153, 310
rescue squad...11
restaurant...292
Rickenbacker, Captain Eddie...74
Rio Grande...309
riot...238, 239
robbery...211
Roboam...153
rock collection...254
roller skating...79, 80
“Rookie of the Year”...72
root beer...76, 136, 292
rope leash...293
Rose Bowl...304
roses...276
Roy...115, 132, 136, 140
Russians, The...32
sailboat...102
Samuel 1:8...235
sandbox...63
sandcastle...102, 256
sandwich...63
Santa Claus...154, 286, 310-311
Saturday...89
school...20, 22, 26, 28, 29, 49, 65, 

99, 107, 118, 119, 136, 148, 151, 
169, 190, 208, 209, 263, 264, 
265, 270, 275, 284, 298, 301-
303, 309

school nurse...65
Schroeder...10, 11, 13, 14, 23, 35, 

36, 47, 50, 58, 62, 65, 72, 80, 82, 
128, 133, 165-167, 192, 199, 200, 
203, 218, 221, 230, 236, 244, 
245, 255, 260, 266, 274, 298, 
307, 312, 313

scissors...139
season-ticket holder...134
Seattle...5
“Second Day of May” dance...53
sentimentality...88
seventh-grade class party...85
seventy-fifth birthday...64
Shakespeare, William...59
shanghaied...293
Shermy...37, 72
shoelaces...111

shortstop...43
shoulder pain...65
shovel...17
“show and lie”...295
Shlabotnik, Joe...155, 157-158, 

186
sidewalk...79
Sign, The...18
Six Bunny-Wunnies and Their Pony 

Cart, The...246

sixteen thousand dollars...62
sixth-grade swim party...85
skating partner...7
ski boots...152
ski bunnies...154
ski instructor...152
ski lessons...152
ski lift...152, 154
skiing...152, 154
skinned knees...79
sled...145
Snoopy...2-5, 7, 8, 9, 11-13, 16-23, 

24, 28-32, 35, 38, 41-48, 52-78, 
80, 82, 83, 84, 87-92, 95-98, 
100, 101, 103-116, 118, 120-122, 
124-128, 130, 131, 133-146, 148, 
149, 151, 152, 154-161, 163, 164, 
166-168, 170, 172-175, 177-179, 
181-185, 187, 188, 190-192, 194, 
197, 198, 200-203, 205-215, 217, 
218, 220-222, 225, 227, 230, 
232-236, 238, 239, 241-248, 250-
254, 257-263, 265-269, 271-275, 
277, 278, 280, 281, 282, 283-286, 
287, 289-291, 297, 292-302, 304-
308, 311-314

	    impressions: prairie dog (19,
       41), vulture (75, 89, 125)
     “World famous”...astronaut 

     (31, 32), grocery clerk (259,
       260, 294), hockey goalie
       (19), hockey player (12, 119,
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       133, 278), novelist (84, 109),
       quarterback (141), rescue
       squad hero (11), roller derby
       skater (80), skier (151),
       swinger (301), wrist-wrestler
       (52)
snow bunnies...154
snow shovel...164, 175
snowball...6, 24
snowflake(s)...6, 18, 145, 146, 

148, 149, 296, 300, 303
snowman...146, 162, 180
Solomon...153
“soul” music...82
soup...25
South Star...233
Spain...256
speech...235, 236, 238, 239
spelling test...8
sports banquet...155, 157, 158
sports car...10
sports psychology...39
Spring...281
Summer...18
suppertime...74
stage...153
Stanley Cup Playoffs...43, 168
stars...35, 232, 233
Station Wagon...86
stomach...15, 35, 131
“Stomach-ache of the Year”...72
stomach-clock...222
stop light...87
stray dog...293, 295
“stupid beagle”...7, 13, 43, 44, 63, 

71, 74, 83, 174
subtraction...29
“suiting-up”...105

summer vacation...68, 264, 265
Sun, The...54, 75
“sweetie”...5, 7, 131, 157, 235, 

238-239, 253, 289, 293, 294, 
301-302, 312

tape...133
teacher...8, 20, 22, 25, 26, 28
teachers strike...25, 26
tear gas...238
teeth brushing...73
telephone...49, 60, 95, 115, 116, 

132, 170, 185, 223, 241, 276, 
290, 301

tendinitis...269
tennis...227
tenure...26
tetherball...64
Thanksgiving...143, 299
theology...103, 128, 310
Thibault...115, 224, 226
“This little piggy...”...81
“threety-three”...289
ticket booth...3, 140
tie...311
time honored custom...7
time out...58
Tolstoy, Leo...109
“tooty-two”...289
travel bag...135
Treasure Island...246
tree...44, 273, 291
tree climbing...13
Trick or Treat...131
trophies...5
Trzic...174
Tuesday...2
turkey cards...142
“turn-about” dance...301-302
TV...4, 8, 23. 33, 41, 59, 63, 64, 

68, 71, 72, 79, 83, 98, 100, 103, 
105, 123, 128, 129, 142, 149, 
167, 176, 178, 180, 187, 206, 
230, 238, 244, 246, 263, 278, 297

TV dinner...284
umbrella...207
unnamed “Peanuts” kids...115, 

154, 161, 293, 302
United States Figure Skating 

Championships...5
Urias...153
vacation...70, 73, 76, 77, 140, 258
Valentine’s Day...20, 21, 167, 

172, 176
vampires...211, 212
Van Pelt, Linus...2, 3, 4, 6, 13-16, 

18, 19, 20, 22, 24-30, 34, 37, 38, 
40, 41, 44, 49, 50, 54, 56, 63, 
64, 65, 67, 71, 72, 73, 77, 79, 80, 

83, 85, 86, 87, 89, 90, 91, 94, 
95, 98, 100, 101, 103, 104, 106, 
109, 111, 112, 113, 115, 116, 
125, 127-130, 140, 142, 146-151, 
152-155, 157, 158, 161, 162, 163, 
167, 170, 178, 180, 184, 185, 
189, 190-191, 196, 198, 202, 203, 
211, 226, 227, 231-235, 237, 238, 
239, 244, 248, 250, 253-254, 259, 
262, 264, 269, 270, 272, 275, 
277, 278, 280, 283, 286, 287, 
288, 295, 305, 310

    hair standing on-end...19, 25,
      27, 86, 140, 167, 287, 295
Van Pelt, Lucy...1-4, 6, 8-11, 

13-19, 23, 25-27, 34-36, 38-41, 
43, 44, 47, 49, 52, 54, 55, 58, 
62-65, 67, 70-77, 79, 80-83, 85, 
86, 90, 93, 94, 98, 100, 101, 103, 
104, 106, 110, 113, 114, 117, 
128, 131, 133, 139, 140, 142, 
146, 148-151, 153, 157, 158, 
162-167, 174, 176, 178, 184, 185, 
189, 191-193, 196, 199, 200, 202, 
203, 205, 206, 212, 214, 215, 
217-221, 223, 228-230, 232, 233, 
235, 237, 240, 244, 245, 247, 
253, 255, 256, 257, 259, 260, 
262, 266, 272, 274, 277, 279, 
280, 283, 286-289, 296, 298-299, 
307, 310, 312-314

    psychiatric booth...19, 39, 62,  
       65, 79, 110, 139, 158, 189, 
      193, 212, 219-220, 247, 257, 
      283, 313
    pulling football away from
       Charlie Brown...117, 279
Venezuela...265
Veteran’s Day...136, 292
Vermont...179
Viet Nam...239
Violet...3, 41, 68, 91, 184, 234, 

254
Vrhnika...174
wading pool...90
waffle iron...281
walk sign...87
war dogs...239
war-torn earth...66
warm-up...141
Wednesday...55
weigh-in...65
“weird kid with the big 

nose”...170
West Star...232

Washington, George...142
wiener roast...100
Williams, Ted...196
Winter...18, 24
winter hat...145
wintertime...16
“wishy-washy”...88, 137, 229, 240
Women’s Liberation...235
Woodstock...59, 61, 62, 67, 78, 

92, 108, 112-115, 126, 135, 137, 
139-141, 145, 156, 164, 166-168, 
171-173, 175, 175, 179, 181-185, 
187, 188, 194, 195, 197, 200, 
201, 204-207, 209, 211-215, 217-
221, 225, 227, 230, 232 (first 
named), 233, 247-248, 250-254, 
257, 261-263, 265, 267, 271-272, 
274-275, 278, 280-285, 289, 291-
293, 295, 296, 298-300, 304-305, 
308, 311

wolverine...227
World Famous Hockey 

Player...12, 119, 133, 278

World War I Flying Ace...66, 74, 
76, 77, 185, 187, 203, 220, 251, 
253, 269, 273

worm...27, 267
worm sandwich...61
X-ray...22
Yankee Stadium...40
Zagreb...174
Zara...153
Zarley, Kermit...60
zoo...263
Zurich...174
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Charles M. Schulz was born November 26, 1922, 
in Minneapolis. His destiny was foreshadowed 

when an uncle gave him, at the age of two days, the 
nickname “Sparky” (after the racehorse Spark Plug in 
the newspaper strip Barney Google).
	 Schulz grew up in St. Paul. By all accounts, he 
led an unremarkable, albeit sheltered, childhood. He 
was an only child, close to both parents. His eventual 
career path was nurtured by his father, who bought 
four Sunday papers every week — just for the comics.
	 An outstanding student, he skipped two grades 
early on, but began to flounder in high school — per-
haps not so coincidentally at the same time kids are 
going through their cruelest, most status-conscious 

period of socialization. The pain, bitterness, insecurity, 
and failures chronicled in Peanuts appear to have
originated from this period of Schulz’s life.
	 Although Schulz enjoyed sports, he also found 
refuge in solitary activities: reading, drawing, and 
watching movies. He bought comic books and Big 
Little Books, pored over the newspaper strips, and 
copied his favorites — Buck Rogers, the Walt Disney 
characters, Popeye, Tim Tyler’s Luck. He quickly 
became a connoisseur; his heroes were Milton Caniff, 
Roy Crane, Hal Foster, and Alex Raymond.
	 In his senior year in high school, his mother 
noticed an ad in a local newspaper for a correspon-
dence school, Federal Schools (later called Art 



Instruction Schools). Schulz passed the talent test, 
completed the course, and began trying, unsuccessfully, 
to sell gag cartoons to magazines. (His first published 
drawing was of his dog, Spike, and appeared in a l937 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not! installment.)
	 After World War II had ended and Schulz was 
discharged from the army, he started submitting gag 
cartoons to the various magazines of the time; his 
first breakthrough, however, came when an editor  
at Timeless Topix hired him to letter adventure  
comics. Soon after that, he was hired by his alma 
mater, Art Instruction, to correct student lessons 
returned by mail.
	 Between 1948 and 1950, he succeeded in selling 
17 cartoons to the Saturday Evening Post — as well as, 
to the local St. Paul Pioneer Press, a weekly comic
feature called Li’l Folks. It ran in the women’s
section and paid $10 a week. After writing and
drawing the feature for two years, Schulz asked for
a better location in the paper or for daily exposure,  
as well as a raise. When he was turned down on  
all three counts, he quit.
	 He started submitting strips to the news-
paper syndicates. In the spring of 1950, 
he received a letter from the United 
Feature Syndicate, announcing its 
interest in his submission, Li’l Folks. 
Schulz boarded a train in June for 
New York City; more interested in 
doing a strip than a panel, he also 
brought along the first installments 

of what would become Peanuts — and that was what 
sold. (The title, which Schulz loathed to his dying day, 
was imposed by the syndicate). The first Peanuts daily 
appeared October 2, 1950; the first Sunday, January 6, 
1952.
	 Prior to Peanuts, the province of the comics  
page had been that of gags, social and political  
observation, domestic comedy, soap opera, and  
various adventure genres. Although Peanuts changed, 
or evolved, during the 50 years Schulz wrote and drew 
it, it remained, as it began, an anomaly on the comics 
page — a comic strip about the interior crises of the 
cartoonist himself. After a painful divorce in 1973 
from which he had not yet recovered, Schulz told a 
reporter, “Strangely, I’ve drawn better cartoons in 
the last six months — or as good as I’ve ever drawn. 
I don’t know how the human mind works.” Surely, it 
was this kind of humility in the face of  
profoundly irreducible human questions that makes 
Peanuts as universally moving as it is.
	 Diagnosed with cancer, Schulz retired from 
Peanuts at the end of 1999. He died on February 12, 

2000, the day before his last strip was published 
(and two days before Valentine’s Day) 

— having completed 17,897 daily and 
Sunday strips, each and every one 

fully written, drawn, and lettered 
entirely by his own hand — an 
unmatched achievement 
in comics.          
 	   —Gary Groth
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COMING IN THE COMPLETE PEANUTS: 1971-1972

Snoopy turns into Joe Cool... Woodstock attends worm school and nearly gets himself eaten by the neighbor’s 
cat... more dress-code woes for Peppermint Patty (and her new attorney isn’t helping)... Peppermint Patty 
believes Charlie Brown’s in love with her... three long stories involving Miss Helen Sweetstory of “Bunny-
Wunnies” fame... the one and only Marcie (“Don’t call me sir!”) shows up... and the birth of Rerun Van Pelt!


