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Was Charles Schulz’s comic genius the product  
of his psychic wounds? Certainly the Schulz 

depicted in Rheta Grimsley Johnson’s authorized  
biography, Good Grief (1989), was a mass of resent-
ments and phobias that seemed attributable, in turn,  
to emotional traumas in his youth: his unpopularity at 
school, his skinniness and pimples, the rejection of his 
drawings by his high school year book, the death of  
his mother on the eve of his induction into the army, 
the little red-haired girl’s rejection of his marriage  
proposal, and so on. The man who became the best-
loved artist on the planet was increasingly prone to 

attacks of depression and bitter loneliness. (“Just  
the mention of a hotel makes me turn cold,” he told 
Grimsley.) Although he left his native Minnesota, he 
replicated its comforts in California, building himself 
an ice rink whose snack bar was called “The Warm 
Puppy.” By the 1970s, he was reluctant even to get  
on an airplane unless someone from his family was 
with him. Here — the armchair psychologist might 
think — was a classic instance of the pathology that 
produces great art: wounded by adolescent traumas, 
our hero took permanent refuge in the childhood  
world of Peanuts.
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     But what if Schulz had chosen to become a toy 
salesman, rather than an artist? Would he still have 
lived such a withdrawn and emotionally turbulent  
life? I suspect not. I suspect that Schulz the toy  
salesman would have gutted his way through a  
normal life the same way he’d gutted out his military 
service. He would have done whatever it took to  
support his family — begged a Valium prescription  
from his doctor, had a few drinks at the hotel bar.
     Schulz wasn’t an artist because 
he suffered. He suffered because he 
was an artist. To keep choosing art 
over the comforts of a normal life — 
to grind out a strip every day for fifty 
years; to pay the very steep psychic 
price for this — is the opposite of  
damaged. It’s the sort of choice that 
only a tower of strength and sanity 
can make. The reason that Schulz’s 
early sorrows look like “sources” of 
his later brilliance is that he had the 
talent and resilience to find humor 
in them. Almost every young person experiences sor-
rows. What’s distinctive about Schulz’s childhood is 
not his suffering but the fact that he loved comics from 
an early age, had a gift for drawing, and was the only 
child of good parents.
     This is not to say that the depressive and failure-
ridden Charlie Brown, the selfish and sadistic Lucy, 

the philosophizing oddball Linus, and the obsessive 
Schroeder (whose Beethoven-sized ambitions are  
realized on a one-octave toy piano) aren’t all avatars 
of Schulz. But his true alter ego is clearly Snoopy:  
the protean trickster whose freedom is founded on  
his confidence that he’s lovable at heart, the quick-
change artist who, for the sheer joy of it, can become 
a helicopter or a hockey player or Head Beagle and 
then again, in a flash, before his virtuosity has a 

chance to alienate you or diminish 
you, be the eager little dog who just 
wants dinner. 
     On page 183 of the current  
volume you will find a strip in which 
Snoopy grabs Linus’s blanket in his 
teeth, swings Linus round and round 
in the air, sends him flying skyward, 
and reflects: “I’m the first dog ever 
to launch a human being!” This 
strip probably refers to the Russian 
space dog Laika, who was launched 
in November 1957, but it could also 

serve as a description of the volume as a whole.  
In the 1960s, Peanuts would break free of gravity  
altogether — achieve a degree of popularity for which 
there was not remotely any precedent, abandon all 
pretense of depicting realistic children and animals, 
and attain the stylistic escape-velocity at which an art-
ist is no longer shadowed by any precursor but  



himself. What launched the strip to such heights was, 
above all, the character of Snoopy. The years 1957 
and 1958, which this volume covers, find Snoopy 
being transformed from a cartoon dog into the I-am-
what-I-am of later years. These are the years when 
his snout reaches maximum extension, double or triple 
its original length. He still sheds fur, fetches balls, 
chases birds, and licks people for no reason; but  
now, for the first time, he does  
things that aren’t conceivably  
doglike; he stands on Schroeder’s 
piano and plays a violin; he suits  
up for baseball. Meanwhile, the  
children’s personalities are settling 
into their now-familiar contours,  
and Schulz is developing the  
longer narrative sequences and 
archetypal gags (Linus’s blanket, 
Charlie Brown’s kite, Lucy’s  
competition with Beethoven,  
Charlie Brown’s “pencil pal,” the 
baseball sequences) that characterize 
his breakthrough work.
     One long-running gag, given treatment in multiple 
strips for the first time in 1958, is Charlie Brown’s 
yearly failure to get any valentines. In Peanuts,  
A Golden Celebration, published shortly before his 
death, Schulz told a Valentine’s story from his own 
childhood. When he was in first grade, his mother 

helped him get valentines for everybody in his class,  
so that nobody would be offended by not getting one; 
but he felt too shy to put them in the box at the front 
of the classroom, and so he took them all home again 
to his mother. At first glance, Schulz’s story recalls a 
strip on page 97 of this volume: Charlie Brown peers 
over a fence at a swimming pool full of happy kids, 
then he goes home and sits by himself in a bucket of 

water. But Schulz, unlike Charlie 
Brown, had a mother on duty — a 
mother to whom he chose to give his 
whole basket of valentines.
     A child deeply scarred by a failure 
to get valentines would probably not 
grow up to draw lovable strips about 
the pain of never getting valentines. 
(A child like that — one thinks of  
R. Crumb — might instead draw 
a valentine box that morphs into a 
female body part that devours his 
valentines and then devours him,  
too.) Beneath the conventional 

narrative of Schulz’s childhood failures is the story 
of a happy young man oversupplied with parental 
love. His little family’s closeness gave him strength; 
its closedness probably helped estrange him from the 
world. Love feeding art feeding estrangement feeding 
forgiveness: the gifts Schulz was given became his  
gift to us.
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1770…304
“Aaugh!,” etc.…4, 5, 33, 40, 100,
    119, 122, 175, 176, 204, 227,
    246, 290
accordion…22, 23
adult voices…3, 81, 178
“Alice in Wonderland”…164
anteater…182
ants…223
April Fool’s Day…40
army…83
arrows…73
Asian flu…186
Autumn…90, 142, 271
balloon…10, 68, 85, 86, 118
barrel-staves…82
Bartok, Bela…52
baseball…34, 41, 42, 44, 46, 47,
    49, 57, 60, 76, 83, 84, 85, 195, 
    202, 203, 205, 206, 213, 219,
    226, 229, 249
Bastille Day…7
bathing suits…79, 101, 102, 102
beach…101, 102
“Beat Generation”…221
bed…47, 128, 206, 210

bee…269
Beethoven, Ludwig van…22, 52, 
    61, 67, 70, 77, 93, 95, 115, 
    120, 151, 152, 163, 182, 222, 
    238, 280, 289, 294, 300, 302, 
    304, 305, 307
Berlin, Irving…289
binoculars…245
birds…2, 74, 89, 146
birth order…8, 75
blanket, security…7, 9, 18, 19, 
    27, 42, 55, 56, 57, 60, 73, 89,
    92, 94, 95, 97, 98, 100, 101,  
    110, 111, 113, 117, 124, 125,
    127, 128, 129, 131, 136, 141,
    148, 153, 154, 163, 171, 174,
    183, 219, 228, 232, 233, 234,
    236, 239, 240, 241, 258, 268,
    269, 275, 286, 305
“blockhead!”…43, 98, 120, 149,
    160, 188, 194, 195, 209, 216,
    221, 223, 226, 307, 309
bluebirds…181
blushing…43, 52, 113, 307
book…3, 89, 91, 102, 148, 158,
    160, 164, 225, 273, 286, 295,
    300, 305
Boone, Pat…152, 
boxing gloves…132	
Brahms, Johannes…52, 198
breakfast cereal (see Snicker-
    Snacks)
Brown, Charlie…1, 2, 4-7, 10
    16, 19-23, 25, 26, 28-31, 33
    38, 40, 41-44, 46-56, 58-65,
    68-74, 76, 77, 79, 80, 82- 92,
    94-115, 118, 119, 121, 122,
    126, 127-140, 142, 145-151, 
    154-161, 163-167, 169, 170,
    172, 173, 175-177, 179-182,

    184-188, 190, 191, 193, 194,
    196, 197, 199-221, 223, 224,
    226, 227, 229-232, 235-238,
    241, 242, 245, 246, 250-257,
    259, 260, 262, 263, 265-268,
    270, 271, 274, 277, 278, 280
    285, 287, 289, 290, 292, 293,
    295, 297, 299, 301-303, 305,
    307-311, 313
insults to size, shape, rounness
    of head…115, 118, 119, 131, 
   135, 138, 180
bubbles…72
bugs…247, 248
butterflies…250, 251
buttermilk…136
car radio…245
cards (house of)…63 
cats and dogs…241, 242
Cinderella…59
Chopin, Fredryk…46, 52
Christmas…40, 154, 290, 309
cleaning…293
Cliburn, Van…239
color-book…16
comic strip…143
cops and robbers…209
“Cow Jumped Over the Moon,
     The”…59
cowboy…16, 24, 234
crayons…81, 312,
croquet…139, 214
dad…163, 196, 197, 208, 237,
    245, 266
dictionary…54
“dime-a-dozen”…133, 134
dog food..61
dog house…32, 108, 134, 141, 
    161, 162, 243, 250, 258, 275, 
    278, 292, 305, 307, 308

dogpaddle…101
draft…175
drawing…52, 89, 160, 225, 256, 
    257, 312
dryer…9
Dr. Spock…160
Easter…217
Easter eggs…62
education…29, 123, 169, 277
electric guitar…115
Eskimo…17, 109, 263, 274
Europe…294
fallout…159
fanatic (wild eyed and other
    wise)…283, 284
fight, fist…138, 147
fly…269
fly ball..226, 227, 229, 230
football…114, 126, 129, 270 
Foster, Stephen…199
French-fries…43
fun…13
fussbudget…5, 20, 116, 179, 263, 
    298, 300
fussing …4, 13, 95
“fuzzy face”…31, 32, 166, 167
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giants…8, 26
gila monsters…224
glass head…286
Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears…59
golf…94
“Good Grief!”…11, 16, 21, 23,
    31, 44, 47, 52, 70, 81, 83, 92,
    93, 100, 101, 104, 105, 118,
    124, 133, 146, 151, 159, 166,
    179, 180, 186, 191, 201, 205,
    208, 218, 219, 227, 233, 242,
    252, 264, 293, 296, 297, 301,
    304, 307, 313
Grandfather…187, 188
grapes…71, 253
grass, tall…249
Great Grandmother…292
Hagerty, Jim…190
Halloween…130, 131, 287
Haydn, Franz Josef…14
Hennepin County…20
hi-fi…4, 199, 200

holding breath…291
hoop…33, 274 (hula)
hot dogs…89
“I (just) can’t stand it”…49, 60,
    90, 101, 131, 148, 153, 166,
     179,  207, 208, 223

ice…1,2, 10, 11, 15, 156, 161
ice cream…245, 255
ice hockey…186
inner tube…100
instant products…155
jelly beans…217, 218, 220
kiddie pool…97
kindergarten…68, 277, 278
kite…26, 30, 48, 90, 184, 185, 
    204, 207, 210, 290
leaves…121, 137, 271, 272, 293,
    298
liberals and conservatives…209
linoleum…301
list…313
“Little Black Sambo”…196
Little League…203
love…224
mailbox…184, 260, 263, 292
marble(s)…88, 191, 215
measles…55
Mendelssohn, Felix…13, 29
mittens…6
money…187, 294
moon…107, 130, 299
mother…3, 16, 13, 81
movies…170
mumps…55
New Year’s resolutions…41, 155
non-profit corporation…173
musical notes above Schroeder’s 
piano…13, 23, 46, 93, 115, 120, 
    238, 268, 280, 282
orange juice…282
overpopulation…31
pail…303
pajamas…39
parachute…99
parasol…199
party…23, 302,
Patty…1, 7,14, 25, 29, 36, 43, 44,
    61, 65, 71, 82, 84, 91, 97, 100,

    115, 126, 129, 137, 138, 143,
    154, 155, 163. 172, 176, 180,
    181, 182, 184, 191, 197, 200,
    209, 211, 220, 226, 253, 254,
    274, 287, 301, 309
peanut butter…172
pen- (or pencil-) pal…259, 260,
    262, 263, 281, 302
pie…6
“Pig-pen”…25, 47, 62, 65, 126,
    129, 137, 138, 154, 180, 186,
    217, 218, 227, 252, 309
Pinocchio…59
pirates…232
pizza…169
pliers…66

poetry…89
poodle, French…133, 218
popcorn...19 
potato chips…266, 301
President…69, 163
pretzel…274
puddle…298
pumpkin…130
pushups…165
puzzle…279
question marks…281

radar…304
radio…139, 157, 180, 231, 300
rain…51, 65, 75, 79, 110, 195,
    197, 244, 257
“Rats!”…49, 85, 97, 186, 215,
    228, 244, 259, 281, 292
record(s)…95, 198, 278, 300
Robin Hood…269
rocking horse…234
roller skates…43, 52, 53, 87
sand…76, 252
sandcastle…66, 213
Santa Claus…140, 148, 149, 154,
    308, 310, 311
“Schlabotnik, Joseph”…23
Schroeder…13, 16, 19, 22, 23,
    29, 42- 44, 46, 50-53, 58, 60,
    61, 67, 70, 72, 77, 93, 94, 97,
    109, 115-117, 120-122, 126,
    129, 134, 136-139, 143, 145,
    147, 150-152, 154, 157, 163,
    169, 177, 182, 186-188, 191,
    195, 198-200, 203, 205, 206,
    213, 215, 222, 224, 226, 227,
    230, 232, 238, 239, 240, 264,
    266, 268, 280, 289, 294, 301,
    302, 304, 305, 307, 309
seeds…74
shedding…28
Shermy…14, 28, 56, 77, 89, 97, 
    100, 116, 126, 129, 138, 145, 
    154, 156, 157, 172, 173, 180, 
    186, 190, 195, 202, 227, 238, 
    282, 309
shoes…26, 28
shots (vaccinations)…139, 142, 
    266
skis…7
sky writing…34
sled…156, 164, 174
sleeping bag…96 
sneezing…63



Snicker-Snacks…172, 173
Snoopy…1, 2, 8, 11, 13, 14, 18,
    19, 21, 22, 28, 29, 31-33, 35,
    43, 44, 45, 51, 52, 55, 58, 61,
    63, 64, 67, 68, 70-73, 77-80,
    88, 94, 90, 100, 101, 103-105,
    108, 110, 111, 112, 115, 116,
    118, 122, 125, 126, 133, 134,
    136-138, 140-144, 146, 149,
    150, 154-157, 160-162, 164,
    166, 167, 169, 170, 171, 172,
    176-178, 181, 183, 189, 190,
    191, 197, 199, 201, 209, 211,
    212, 217-219, 221, 223, 229,
    230, 231, 233, 235, 236, 239
    245, 247, 250, 251, 253, 255,
    256, 258, 262, 264-266, 272,
    274, 276, 278, 281, 282, 284,
    286, 291-293, 296, 297-299,
    301, 304-308, 311
singing /dancing…35, 122, 140,
    162, 211, 250
imitations…polar bear (17), 
    pouncing animal (38, 50), bird 
    (45), mule (84), beggar (86), 
    circus dog (88), sea monster 
    (101), penguin (157, 158), 
    anteater (182),  wolf (190),
    vulture (214, 215, 295, 296), 
    bald eagle (214), tiger (228)

Snow White…59
snowballs…17, 161
snowbunnies…168
snowflakes…8, 19, 25, 159, 302,   
    311
snowman…12
snowtyrannosaurus…168
soap bubbles…72
spider…40, 265
spies…260
Spring…35, 37
Squirrels…104
stars…106 , 107, 122, 193, 194, 
    300, 303
Stengel, Casey….47
stereophonic fussing…4, 5
subtraction…102
sugar cubes…292
sugar sandwich…254

sun tan…244
suppertime…61, 105, 115, 151, 
    197, 297, 308
teddy bear…261
teenager…246
tickling…108, 276
tooth fairy…88
toys…9, 22, 110, 166, 187, 190,
    220, 238, 261, 273
trick-or-treat…287
tricycle…66

trophy…5, 20, 300
TV…3, 22, 24, 26, 27, 64, 99,
    107, 144, 169, 187, 192, 199,
    231, 266, 289, 300, 305
umbrella…75
valentine…175, 176
Van Pelt, Linus…3-10, 13, 16,
    18, 24, 26-28, 31, 34, 39, 42
    44, 46-57, 59, 60, 63, 66, 68,
    70, 71, 73, 75-78, 80-82, 85,
    86, 89, 90-92, 94, 97, 98, 100
    104, 106-108, 110, 111, 113,
    116-118, 121-125, 127-130,
    132, 139, 141, 142, 147-149,
    153, 154, 157-159, 161, 163,
    164, 166-171, 174, 175, 183,
    185, 187-189, 192-203, 205,
    206, 209, 210, 212, 213-217,
    219-221, 224-228, 230, 232
    236, 238, 250-259, 262, 263,
    265-267, 269, 271-275, 277
    279, 283-288, 291-293, 295,
    298, 300, 302, 303, 306, 308,
    309, 311, 312
Van Pelt, Lucy…2-13, 16, 19,
    20-24, 26-29, 37, 30, 31, 34,
    38-44, 46-48, 50, 52-54, 56,
    58, 60, 64, 66-71, 73-75, 77,
    79-83, 85-95, 97-104, 107,
    109-114, 116, 118-122,
    124-132, 135, 136, 138-149, 
    151-153, 154, 160-164, 166, 
    168, 170, 175-182, 185, 186,
    189, 190, 192-196, 198, 200,
    202, 203, 205-207, 209, 211,
    213, 215, 217, 220-227, 229,
    232, 233, 236, 239-242-248,
    251, 253-256, 260, 261,
    264-266, 268, 270, 271,
    273-280, 285-291, 293, 294,
    296. 298-300, 302, 304, 305, 
    307, 309, 310-313

Violet…14, 23, 25, 37, 40, 42, 43, 
    47, 48, 55, 59, 61, 62, 68, 73, 
    79, 82, 88, 91, 97, 106, 109. 
    115, 138, 140, 145, 154, 155, 
    167, 175, 180, 184, 181, 196, 
    197, 199, 208, 221, 226, 227, 
    237, 242, 244, 246, 253, 265, 
    266, 269, 274, 282-284, 289, 
    290, 292, 302, 309
washboard…56
Washington, George…67, 70
whipped cream…209
whistling…70, 151
wind…191, 254
wishbone…288
“wishy-washy”…14, 64, 180, 
    221, 283
World War II…98, 164
worms…67, 77
yawn…91, 117, 183
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Charles M. Schulz was born November 26, 1922, 
in Minneapolis. His destiny was foreshadowed 

when an uncle gave him, at the age of two days, the 
nickname “Sparky” (after the racehorse Spark Plug in 
the newspaper strip Barney Google).
	 Schulz grew up in St. Paul. By all accounts, he 
led an unremarkable, albeit sheltered, childhood. He 
was an only child, close to both parents. His eventual 
career path was nurtured by his father, who bought 
four Sunday papers every week — just for the comics.
	 An outstanding student, he skipped two grades 
early on, but began to flounder in high school — per-
haps not so coincidentally at the same time kids are 
going through their cruelest, most status-conscious 

period of socialization. The pain, bitterness, insecurity, 
and failures chronicled in Peanuts appear to have
originated from this period of Schulz’s life.
	 Although Schulz enjoyed sports, he also found 
refuge in solitary activities: reading, drawing, and 
watching movies. He bought comic books and Big 
Little Books, pored over the newspaper strips, and 
copied his favorites — Buck Rogers, the Walt Disney 
characters, Popeye, Tim Tyler’s Luck. He quickly 
became a connoisseur; his heroes were Milton Caniff, 
Roy Crane, Hal Foster, and Alex Raymond.
	 In his senior year in high school, his mother 
noticed an ad in a local newspaper for a correspon-
dence school, Federal Schools (later called Art 
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Instruction Schools). Schulz passed the talent test, 
completed the course, and began trying, unsuccessfully, 
to sell gag cartoons to magazines. (His first published 
drawing was of his dog, Spike, and appeared in a l937 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not! installment.)
	 After World War II had ended and Schulz was 
discharged from the army, he started submitting gag 
cartoons to the various magazines of the time; his 
first breakthrough, however, came when an editor  
at Timeless Topix hired him to letter adventure  
comics. Soon after that, he was hired by his alma 
mater, Art Instruction, to correct student lessons 
returned by mail.
	 Between 1948 and 1950, he succeeded in selling 
17 cartoons to the Saturday Evening Post — as well as, 
to the local St. Paul Pioneer Press, a weekly comic
feature called Li’l Folks. It ran in the women’s
section and paid $10 a week. After writing and
drawing the feature for two years, Schulz asked for
a better location in the paper or for daily exposure,  
as well as a raise. When he was turned down on  
all three counts, he quit.
	 He started submitting strips to the news- 
paper syndicates. In the spring of 1950,  
he received a letter from the United 
Feature Syndicate, announcing  
its interest in his submission,  
Li’l Folks. Schulz boarded a train 
in June for New York City; 
more interested in doing a strip 
than a panel, he also brought 

along the first installments of what would become 
Peanuts — and that was what sold. (The title, which 
Schulz loathed to his dying day, was imposed by the 
syndicate). The first Peanuts daily appeared October 2, 
1950; the first Sunday, January 6, 1952.
	 Prior to Peanuts, the province of the comics  
page had been that of gags, social and political  
observation, domestic comedy, soap opera, and  
various adventure genres. Although Peanuts changed, 
or evolved, during the 50 years Schulz wrote and drew 
it, it remained, as it began, an anomaly on the comics 
page — a comic strip about the interior crises of the 
cartoonist himself. After a painful divorce in 1973 
from which he had not yet recovered, Schulz told a 
reporter, “Strangely, I’ve drawn better cartoons in 
the last six months — or as good as I’ve ever drawn. 
I don’t know how the human mind works.” Surely, 
it was this kind of humility in the face of profoundly 
irreducible human questions that makes Peanuts as 
universally moving as it is.

	 Diagnosed with cancer, Schulz 
retired from Peanuts at the end of 1999. 
He died on February 12, 2000, the 
day before his last strip was published 

(and two days before Valentine’s Day) — 
having completed 17,897 daily and Sunday 
strips, each and every one fully written, 
drawn, and lettered entirely by his own 

hand — an unmatched achievement 
in comics.          
 	   		  —Gary Groth











COMING IN THE COMPLETE PEANUTS: 1959-1960

The very first “Great Pumpkin” sequence... the introduction of Linus’s beloved teacher 
Miss Othmar... the “Happiness is a warm puppy” strip... the gang loses a baseball game 600 
to nothing… a highway threatens Snoopys doghouse… the very first psychiatrist-booth gag... 
Linus’s blanket-hating gramma debuts… and not only is Sally is born, but she swiftly matures 
enough to get her crush on Linus! All this plus an introduction by Whoopi Goldberg!


