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Certainly anyone who glances at this rambling little 
preamble doesn’t actually need any formal introduc-

tion to Peanuts.
From our infancies we’ve had our chins wiped 

with official Snoopy bibs and been swaddled in unoffi-
cial security blankets. Over the decades we’ve bought, 
received, worn, played with, and stared at an endless 
series of  Peanuts books, greeting cards, sweatshirts, shoe-
strings, coin banks, figurines, advertisements, and TV 
shows. (Lest you think this is a knock, just remember I’m 
the Simpsons guy, and we’ve allowed Bart Simpson asth-
ma inhaler holders and Duff Beer fishing lures.) 

But clear away the insurance commercials, 

billboards, dolls, apparel, stickers, soap dishes, and all the 
rest, and we’re left with the real thing: the Peanuts comic 
strip itself, Charles Schulz’s brilliant, angst-ridden, truly 
funny, fifty-year-long masterpiece of joy and heartbreak.
	 I dug Peanuts from the time I could read, and 
spent way too many nights as a kid staying up late under 
the covers with a flashlight, poring through such nifty 
anthologies as You’re Out of Your Mind, Charlie Brown!, 
Who Do You Think You Are, Charlie Brown?, and You Can’t 
Win, Charlie Brown. 
	 I loved these books because they were entertaining 
and original, and because there was nothing cutesy or 
condescending about the Peanuts gang. 
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	 I was excited by the casual cruelty and offhand 
humiliations at the heart of the strip. Peanuts was not only 
funny, it seemed emotionally real (and unlike anything 
else at the time). Occasional sadness comes up in Peanuts 
(such as, in this book, Charlie Brown’s frequent com-
plaints that no one likes him, and Patty’s unsympathetic 
explanations of why this is so). But this darkness is offset 
by a friendly drawing style, lots of great jokes, and an 
overall sense of childhood exuberance that makes the  
discouragements of life seem like a worthy price to  
pay. 
	 Back then it also seemed like every-
where you went, from friends’ houses 
to vacation-beach getaways to used 
bookstores to your weird old aunt’s 
bungalow, you were guaranteed to find 
Peanuts books that you’d never seen 
before just lying around, with such  
compelling titles as I Need All The 
Friends I Can Get, Happiness Is A Sad 
Song, and You’ve Had It, Charlie Brown.
	 My grade-school buddies and I  
were a precocious bunch, constantly attempting 
to draw the likenesses of all our cartoon favorites, from 
Popeye to Batman to Sad Sack to Huckleberry Hound. 
We even tried imitating the angular drawings of the New 
Yorker’s Saul Steinberg – that’s how annoying we were. 
We especially loved copying the Peanuts kids, because 
they seemed simple enough at first glance. 
	 But it turned out those giant heads and dots for 
eyes were trickier than they looked. Our Charlie Browns 

weren’t sweet and impassive. In our wobbly hands, 
Charlie Brown’s big round head turned into a macroce-
phalic oval, his eye dots drifted apart, and his body got 
fatter and more squished. No matter how much we prac-
ticed, our Charlie Browns looked like freaks.
	 Gradually, my friends grew up and turned to other 
pursuits, while I never matured and kept cartooning to 
this very day. Eventually my crude little Charlie Brown 
transformed into my crude little Akbar and Jeff, the erst-
while stars of my weekly comic strip Life in Hell.  

(Eagle-eyed enthusiasts will note that Akbar and 
Jeff’s zig-zag-striped shirts are identical to 

Charlie Brown’s, making my comic strip 
either an especially honorable homage to 
Charles Schulz or his most blatant rip-
off.)
	 Looking at the comic strips in this 
volume, I’m struck by how just how 
rich and consistent the world of Charles 

Schulz was back in 1955 and 1956. I like 
that Peanuts doesn’t contrast the kids’ piddly 

concerns with that of adults. I like that from 
the beginning, grown-ups didn’t exist, except as off-

stage voices (usually that of Lucy and Linus’s mother). 
	 And I like the unpredictability of the jokes. Some 
of them carry on the traditions of classic American comic 
strips, with such impossible sight-gags as Charlie Brown 
flying a kite with a ship’s anchor chain, or Snoopy retriev-
ing an unpopped soap bubble. 
	 Other strips offer a more open-ended, emotional 
outburst. In the 1955 cartoons of July 8, September 23, 
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October 6, and December 6, as well as that of November 
11, 1956, Schulz’s funny but unnerving punchline consists 
of an agitated Linus shouting, “Five hundred years from 
now, who’ll know the difference?”

The kids are all quite young in these early strips. 
On January 4, 1955, we see that four-year-old Lucy (“the 
world’s number one fussbudget”) still sleeps in a crib. Her 
tormented yet optimistic brother Linus can’t walk yet – he 
crawl-wobbles through the air – but compensates by build-
ing gigantic sand castles and inflating square balloons. 
Characters who later disappear, including Patty, Shermy, 
Violet, and the loud-talking Charlotte Braun (who looks 
like Charlie Brown with a scribble for hair), are quite 
vigorously on the scene. “Pig-Pen” figures in a number 
of strips (I love the quote marks around his name). And 
Snoopy’s fantasy life is just beginning.

On February 22, 1955, Snoopy talks out loud 
to himself, exclaiming, “Sometimes I wish I were a 
rhinoceros!” Over the next two years he tries being a 
giraffe, kangaroo, alligator, python, bird, and lion. 
During these two years Snoopy also visually mimics 
the profiles of a pelican, Lucy, Violet, a moose, 
and Beethoven. (I especially love Snoopy’s 
Mickey Mouse pose on November 11, 1955, 
and Charlie Brown’s reaction: “Frightening, 
isn’t it?”) We also get to see Snoopy 
dance and iceskate on his hind legs, 
knowing this is just the beginning 
for the talented beagle.

I got to meet Charles Schulz just once, in May 
of 1998. I was holed up on the Fox lot in Century City, 
working on some Simpsons nonsense, when I received 
word that the great man himself was eating lunch in near-
by Venice. I dropped everything and raced across town, 
stumbling into the restaurant where the affable Schulz 
held court before a group of fans and friends, including 
Drabble cartoonist Kevin Fagan and spattery Peanuts 
painter Tom Everhart. If Schulz was bugged by Akbar 
and Jeff’s striped shirts, he didn’t let on. 
 	 I told Schulz of my all-time favorite Peanuts comic 
strip, which I hadn’t seen in some forty years, but which 
remained a permanent part of my feverish brain. 
	 The strip shows Lucy methodically making a 
series of tiny snowmen, then stomping on them, as Charlie 
Brown looks on. 
	 Lucy explains matter-of-factly: “I’m torn between 
the desire to create and the desire to destroy.”

	 “Thank you for that strip,” I said. “In one sen-
tence you summed up my life.” 

	 Schulz smiled politely.
	 Do you hear me?

	 He smiled politely!  
	 I made Charles Schulz smile politely!

	 I just now realize I’m more like Charlie 
Brown than I’ve ever admitted to 

myself.
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1819…219
1976…168
“AAGHH!”, “AAAUGH!,” etc. 
   …20, 31, 66, 73, 87, 102, 122,
   247, 272
accordion…145, 201, 305
adults, voices of unseen…4, 125, 
    (on TV) 132, 188, 220, 222, 307
age…12, 112, 193, 211, 243, 294
air conditioning…253
Alamo (The)…70, 78
animal crackers…57
Annie Oakley…57
ant…102, 240
Art…75, 275
autograph…16
baby-sitters…97
Bach, Johannes Sebastian…144, 
    201, 290
ball…5, 22, 38, 42, 43, 74, 92, 93,
    165, 219, 221, 232, 236, 238,
    245, 252, 284, 300
balloons…(square) 18, 22, 52, 123,
   (lead) 264, 281

bamboo…237
band-aid…279
baseball…42-44, 46, 47, 51, 54, 60, 
    61, 92, 94, 96, 194, 197, 200,
     223, 242, 251, 255
basketball…22, 38, 62, 212
beans…49
bears…69
Beethoven, Ludwig…(see van 
    Beethoven, Ludwig)
bikes and trikes…82, 137, 186, 
    215
billiards…192
bird…191
birdhouse…76, 243, 247
birthday…13
blanket,  security…3, 29, 30, 37, 
    41, 66, 96, 97, 99, 117,  136, 
    143, 171, 173, 176, 183, 195, 
    196, 200, 207, 214, 217, 218, 
    225, 228, 239, 243, 248, 250, 
    258, 259, 266, 272, 294, 295, 
    301, 306, 309, 311, 312
“Blockhead!”…255, 256, 275
blocks…115, 178
blushing…2, 45, 57, 99, 114, 120,
    141, 246, 297
book…2, 6, 23, 25, 31, 34, 42, 46
    48, 55, 70, 147, 157, 163, 166,
    175, 185, 189, 210, 249, 250,
    273
bow and arrow…234, 235
bugs…16, 31, 37, 91, 102, 213, 
    219, 240
bubbles, soap…219, 236
Brahms, Johannes…58
Braun, Charlotte…9, 15
Brown, Charlie…1-27, 30-40,
    42-51, 54-58, 60-70, 72-78,  
    79-82, 84-88, 90-104, 106,  
    108-137, 139-142, 146-163, 
    165-172, 174, 175, 177-184, 
    186-208, 210-217, 219, 220, 
    222-225, 228-244, 246, 247, 

    249-259, 264, 265, 267-270, 
    273, 274, 277-279, 282, 283, 
    285-289, 291, 292, 294, 296, 
    297, 298, 300, 301, 303, 304, 
    306-309, 310, 312, 313, 315  
       insults to size, shape, and 	
	  appearance of head…10, 16,
          28, 38, 40, 86, 131, 265, 
          288, 304  
Buffalo Bill…57
calendar…194
can-and-string telephone…49
candy…30, 52, 68, 103, 110, 120, 
    151, 252, 278
cards…313
carrot…11
carving initials…72
checkers…160
Christmas…154, 155, 156, 177, 
    312, 313
chocolate creams…30, 31 
chomping…58, 71, 150, 164, 178, 
    257, 278
Chopin, Fryderyk…117, 280, 299
claustrophobia…286, 289, 291,
    292, 296 
clothesline…99
coconut, distastefulness of…31,
    110
comic book…52, 90, 125, 147

cookies…71, 147, 150, 164
coon-skin cap…66, 67, 69, 70, 78, 
    79, 86, 187
crayons…111
crib…3, 83
Crockett, Davy…45, 66, 67, 69, 
    78, 79, 86, 96, 120, (as snow- 
    man) 149, 156, 187
croquet…84, 85, 101, 104, 113, 
    208, 23
dad…212, 94, 159, 189, 223, 312
dark glasses…140
dictionary…46, 252, 273
Ding Dong School…180, 261
dog food…186, 193, 199, 205
dog house, Snoopy’s…163, 253
dog whistle…36
“…drive(s) me crazy”…5, 6, 65, 
    92, 113, 189, 215, 235
earmuffs…7
eclipse, solar…140
F.B.I.…249, 288
“Five hundred years from now, 
who’ll know the difference?”
   …82, 115, 121, 1487, 293
football…106, 127, 267, (Lucy 
    snatches ball away from CB
    for first time) 308
Foster, Stephen…226
ghost costume…130, 131, 288
giraffe…121
golf…111, 119
grandmother…70, 243
great-grandmother…244, 277
Greene, Graham…5210
Ground-hog Day…172
Halloween…130, 131, 132, 138, 
    287, 288, 289, 303
hi-fi…309
hide-and-seek…45, 120
hockey…21, 24
hoop…91
Holland…163
Hollywood…10
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horse-shoes…87
Howdy Doody…180
ice…158, 162, 167, 178, 301
ce cream…51, 83, 90, 112, 250
ice skating…162, 163
iIndian Summer…298
Jack-o-Lantern…287, 303
jellybean…213
jump-rope…12, 53, 55, 75, 81, 89, 
    196, 224
juvenile delinquency…163
kindergarten…64, 114, 139
kite…32, 65, 215, (“girl’s”) 76, (in 
    tree) 202, 204, 205, 228, 230
Lassie…178, 180, 283
leaves...118, 123, 124, 134, 238, 
    261, 262, 269, 279, 283, 287,
    298, 300

Lee, “Pinky”…66
lightning…192
Lincoln, Abraham…120, 207
Little Red Riding Hood…189
mambo…6
marbles…35, 50, 57, 70, 212, 265
marriage…3, 77, 182, 209, 305, 
    306
marshmallow…51
masks…131
mayor…43 

Mays, Willie…79
metronome…6
military…114, 159, 160, 162, 163
Minnesota…70
Miss Frances…105, 192, 261 
missile…153  
Moon…108, 126, 165
mother…4, 112, 115, 125, 136,
    147, 148, 159, 166, 184, 188,
    189, 216,  220, 222, 225, 228,
    229, 231, 246, 307, 312
Mount Rushmore…120
Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus…192
mud-pie sandwiches…64
music box…290
National Dog Week…114
New Year’s resolutions…315
newspaper…58, 61, 96, 106, 108, 
    121, 126, 219, 244, 268, 282
“notched-stick”…168
nursery school…33, 225
paddleball…5, 13, 126, 143, 163
pajamas…3, 115, 173, 307, 312 
paper dolls…7
paper route…61 
party invitation…93, 174, 247
Patty…8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 27, 28, 
    31, 33, 36, 40, 46, 49, 52, 55, 
    57, 63, 67, 68, 73, 84, 86, 89, 
    93, 102, 103, 105-107, 109, 
    111, 114. 118, 127, 128, 131, 
    132, 138-141, 154, 155, 166, 
    168, 169, 171, 175, 177, 178, 
    180, 187, 193, 195, 199, 204, 
    208, 210, 214, 216, 217, 240, 
    242, 244, 249, 251, 255, 258, 
    262, 268, 271, 279, 282, 283, 
    303, 306, 309, 310, 312
peppermint…120
Peter Pan…184
Peter Rabbit…201, 212
“Phooey!” (or “Fooey!”)…26, 31,
    148, 152, 212, 252, 262, 281
phonograph record…203

picture puzzles…87, 190
Pig-Pen…4, 42, 44, 48, 51, 52, 
    54, 73, 88*, 92, 138*, 160, 168, 
    169, 208, 231, 233, 249, 255*, 
    270 (* indicates clean Pig-Pen)
“Pogo”….48
“Pomp and Circumstance”…289
pony…220
pool table …98
pool (wading)…85, 251
popcorn…257
porcupine…263
potato chips…146, 262
potato pancakes…193
Presley, Elvis…232
pumpkin (see Jack-o-Lantern)
rain…43, 44, (drawing) 72, 73, 75, 
    94, 115, 189, 197, 205, 245, 255
“Rats!”…5, 7, 35, 44, 49, 100, 
    132, 174, 179, 206, 212, 231,
    232, 246, 254, 255
Rin Tin Tin…178
Robin Hood…185
rock collection…310
“Rock-a-Bye Baby”…72, 290
roller skates/skating…63, 64, 
    109, 201
root beer (hot)…274
Santa Claus…152, 153, 154, 156, 
    312
sayings…42, 49, 100, 153, 264,
     277 (see also “Five hundred
     years from now...”) 
school…36, 45, 111, 113, 120,
    129, 140, 163, 165, 166, 181, 
    193, 214, 225, 282, 283
Schroeder…6, 7, 19-21, 24, 26, 
    32, 34, 35, 36, 42, 44-47, 51, 
    54, 57, 58, 66, 67, 69, 70, 77, 
    79, 84, 86, 92, 96, 97, 98, 100, 
    104, 111, 114, 117, 118, 120, 
    121, 126, 129, 130-132, 142, 
    144, 145, 147, 151, 152, 156, 
    159, 168, 182, 183, 186, 190, 

    192-194, 197, 198,  201, 205, 
    207, 209-212, 215, 219, 222, 
    225, 226, 228, 231, 232, 242, 
    246, 255, 256, 259, 260,267, 
    273, 275, 280, 289, 290, 295, 
    297, 299, 305, 306,  314

scissors…188, 288
security blanket…(see blanket, 
    security)
Shermy…21, 44, 57, 76, 78, 79, 
    84, 96, 103, 115, 127, 131, 153, 
    156, 162, 171, 174, 186, 195, 
    205, 216, 243, 252, 264, 265, 
    279, 287, 292, 306, 310, 312
sledding…7, 194
Sneed, Sam…66
Snicker-Snacks…264, 265
Snider, Duke…79
Snoopy…1, 3, 5, 11, 12, 16, 20, 24, 
    30, 33, 35, 37, 40, 42, 43, 48, 49, 
    52, 53, 57, 58, 64, 67, 68, 71, 74, 
    78-80, 83, 85, 87, 89-94, 96, 99,
    100, 102-110, 113-115, 118, 120,
    121, 124, 126, 131-135, 139,
    141, 142, 148, 150, 151, 154,
    158, 162, 164, 165, 167,  169,
    170, 172, 174, 175, 178, 181, 
    183, 184, 187, 191, 195, 196,
    199, 205, 209, 211, 214, 218,
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    219, 221, 227, 228, 229, 232,
    233, 235, 236, 238, 246, 252-
    254, 257-259, 262, 267, 268, 
    270, 272-274, 276-278, 280, 283, 
    284, 286, 289, 291-297, 299,    
    300, 301, 307, 309, 310, 311, 
    314
   	 imitations…(alligator) 183, 
	     184; (Beethoven) 142; 
	     (elephant) 270; (ferocious 
	     monster) 150; (giraffe) 
	     174; (kangaroo) 174, 175; 
	     (lion) 211, 235; (Lucy) 
	     141, 274; (mean dog) 259; 
	     (“Msssp Msspe”) 142; 
	     (moose) 142; (pelican) 141; 
	     (python) 229, 246;  (rhinoc-
           eros) 24, 25); (snake) 105,
           108, 109; (Violet) 139, 141;
           (wolf) 12
snow…23, 124, 151, 194, 312, 
    313
snowball(s)…148, 156, 161 
snowflakes…3, 145, 178, 302,
    303, 304 
snowforts…161 
snowman …4, 8, 11, 15, 17, 149,
    156, 310
soap bubble…219, 236
sparrow…247
spider…16

Spock, Dr. Benjamin…253, 300
squirrel…238
stars…19, 27, 93,234
stocking…154, 177
sub-conscious mind…103
Sun…140
tag…72
tall weeds…286, 289, 291, 292, 
    296
telephone… 194, (toy) 176
tennis…56
theology…152
thumbsucking…127, 143, 207, 293 
tickling…258
Tinkertoys…19
“Toccata and Fugue in D
     Minor”…290
tooth fairy…307
toy, boat…94, 195, 
toy, train…179
TV…1, 93, 132, 180, 185, 220,
    259, 266, 268, 271, 312
Uganda…136
umlaut…99
vacuum cleaner…137
valentine(s)…20, 177
van Beethoven, Ludwig…6, 10, 
    19, 26, 69, 33, 34, 45, 67, 70, 79,
    86, 120, (Ninth symphony) 129,
    130, 159, 201, 207, 210, 226, 
    260, 297 
Van Pelt,  Linus…3, 4, 12, 15, 
    18, 19, 29, 30, 37, 38, 41, 48, 
    57, 59, 66, 71, 78, 81-83, 87, 
    88, 90, 91, 94-97, 99-102,  
    104-106, 108, 111, (first speech
    to another character) 112, 115, 
    116, 119, 122-125, 134-137, 140, 
    143, 145-153, 154, 156, 157, 
    159-162, 164, 165, 172, 176-179, 
    183-185, 188, 190-193, 195, 196, 
    198-201, 203, 206, 207, 210,
    211, 214, 217-221, 224, 225,
    227, 228, 231, 234, 235, 237-

    239, 241-243, 246, 248, 250, 
    251, 254, 259,  261-263, 266, 
    271, 272, 279, 281, 282, 284,
    288, 289, 291, 293, 294, 295, 
    297, 300-303, 306, 309, 311, 312 
	 shooting…125, 133, 135,136, 
	     154, 173, 203, 250, (arrow) 
	     185, 234, 235, 266  
	 superlative skills…(air artist) 
	     224, 231; (basketball) 38; 
	     (card tricks) 75, 95; (paper 
	     boat folder) 282; (snow 
	     sculptor) 149, 161
Van Pelt, Lucy…2-4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 
    12-19, 21-23, 25-28, 30-35, 37, 
    38, 40-43, 45, 48, 50-56, 60, 
    61, 63-66, 68, 70, 72-78, 80-82, 
    85, 87, 88, 90, 91, 94, 97-99,      
    101, 102, 106, 108, 109, 111- 
    116, 118, 120-126, 130-132, 
    134-137, 139, 140, 144-148,
    152-154, 156, 157, 159, 160, 
    162, 163, 165, 166, 172, 173, 
    175, 177-182, 184-190, 192, 193, 
    198, 199, 201-210, 212-214, 216, 
    219, 220, 222-227, 229-232, 234, 
    237-242, 244-250, 252, 254-256,
    258, 260, 261, 263-281, 285,
    286, 288-291, 293-298, 300-308,
    312, 313, 315 
	 “fuss-budget”…13, 22, 33, 38, 
	     81, 106, 228, 249, 250 
	 “teaching” Linus…87, 116, 
	     122, 133, 140, 237, 238, 
	     298, 303
	 scientific theories…9, 10, 54, 
	     55, 81, 108, 116, 140, 180, 
	     181, 247
	 stomping…16, 35, 198, 264
Violet…7, 8, 11-13, 16, 18, 20, 22, 
    24, 27, 28, 33, 37, 43, 45, 49, 52, 
    58, 61, 63, 64, 68, 72-76, 82, 89,
    90, 93, 97, 100, 103-105, 107, 
    109, 120, 121, 127, 128, 131-

    133, 136, 138, 139, 150, 151, 
    155, 157, 160, 162, 163, 169,
    171, 178, 189, 190, 192, 193, 
    196, 202, 208, 214, 216, 217, 
    223, 226, 229, 233, 244, 247, 
    251, 253, 255, 258, 262, 265-
    268, 271, 280, 282, 297, 298, 
    306, 307, 309, 313

wagons…84, 104, 109, 110, 137
Washington…120
watch…84

EDITOR’S NOTE: Due to 1950s news-
papers’ tendency to print PEANUTS 
with the opening panels missing, we have 
been unable to locate the full versions of 
three 1955 Sunday pages. On page 107 
(9/4/55), the missing title panel has been 
replaced with an archival Snoopy draw-
ing. On page 119 (11/2/55), the missing 
title panel has been replaced with archi-
val grass. On page 134 (11/6/55) the 
missing top tier has been replaced with 
two new pastiche drawings by series 
designer Seth; this page also features 
some re-inking because of compromised 
source material.
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Charles M. Schulz was born November 26, 1922, 
in Minneapolis. His destiny was foreshadowed 

when an uncle gave him, at the age of two days, the 
nickname “Sparky” (after the racehorse Spark Plug in 
the newspaper strip Barney Google).
	 Schulz grew up in St. Paul. By all accounts, he 
led an unremarkable, albeit sheltered, childhood. He 
was an only child, close to both parents. His eventual 
career path was nurtured by his father, who bought 
four Sunday papers every week — just for the comics.
	 An outstanding student, he skipped two grades 
early on, but began to flounder in high school — per-
haps not so coincidentally at the same time kids are 
going through their cruelest, most status-conscious 

period of socialization. The pain, bitterness, insecurity, 
and failures chronicled in Peanuts appear to have
originated from this period of Schulz’s life.
	 Although Schulz enjoyed sports, he also found 
refuge in solitary activities: reading, drawing, and 
watching movies. He bought comic books and Big 
Little Books, pored over the newspaper strips, and 
copied his favorites — Buck Rogers, the Walt Disney 
characters, Popeye, Tim Tyler’s Luck. He quickly 
became a connoisseur; his heroes were Milton Caniff, 
Roy Crane, Hal Foster, and Alex Raymond.
	 In his senior year in high school, his mother 
noticed an ad in a local newspaper for a correspon-
dence school, Federal Schools (later called Art 
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Instruction Schools). Schulz passed the talent test, 
completed the course, and began trying, unsuccessfully, 
to sell gag cartoons to magazines. (His first published 
drawing was of his dog, Spike, and appeared in a l937 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not! installment.)
	 After World War II had ended and Schulz was 
discharged from the army, he started submitting gag 
cartoons to the various magazines of the time; his 
first breakthrough, however, came when an editor  
at Timeless Topix hired him to letter adventure  
comics. Soon after that, he was hired by his alma 
mater, Art Instruction, to correct student lessons 
returned by mail.
	 Between 1948 and 1950, he succeeded in selling 
17 cartoons to the Saturday Evening Post — as well as, 
to the local St. Paul Pioneer Press, a weekly comic
feature called Li’l Folks. It ran in the women’s
section and paid $10 a week. After writing and
drawing the feature for two years, Schulz asked for
a better location in the paper or for daily exposure,  
as well as a raise. When he was turned down on  
all three counts, he quit.
	 He started submitting strips to the news- 
paper syndicates. In the spring of 1950,  
he received a letter from the United 
Feature Syndicate, announcing  
its interest in his submission,  
Li’l Folks. Schulz boarded a train 
in June for New York City; 
more interested in doing a strip 
than a panel, he also brought 

along the first installments of what would become 
Peanuts — and that was what sold. (The title, which 
Schulz loathed to his dying day, was imposed by the 
syndicate). The first Peanuts daily appeared October 2, 
1950; the first Sunday, January 6, 1952.
	 Prior to Peanuts, the province of the comics  
page had been that of gags, social and political  
observation, domestic comedy, soap opera, and  
various adventure genres. Although Peanuts changed, 
or evolved, during the 50 years Schulz wrote and drew 
it, it remained, as it began, an anomaly on the comics 
page — a comic strip about the interior crises of the 
cartoonist himself. After a painful divorce in 1973 
from which he had not yet recovered, Schulz told a 
reporter, “Strangely, I’ve drawn better cartoons in 
the last six months — or as good as I’ve ever drawn. 
I don’t know how the human mind works.” Surely, 
it was this kind of humility in the face of profoundly 
irreducible human questions that makes Peanuts as 
universally moving as it is.

	 Diagnosed with cancer, Schulz 
retired from Peanuts at the end of 1999. 
He died on February 12, 2000, the 
day before his last strip was published 

(and two days before Valentine’s Day) — 
having completed 17,897 daily and Sunday 
strips, each and every one fully written, 
drawn, and lettered entirely by his own 

hand — an unmatched achievement 
in comics.          
 	   		  —Gary Groth







COMING IN THE COMPLETE PEANUTS: 1957-1958

Charlie Brown’s first “pencil pal”… Snoopy as (among other things) a sea monster and a vulture… 
Charlie Brown misses a fly ball and becomes the “goat”… Lots and lots of Snoopy vs. Linus 
Sunday-page duels over the security blanket… Lucy snatches the football (twice)... and the “urge 
to destroy” episode Matt Groening mentions in this volume’s introduction!
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