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P SOMETIMES A
D /' GIRL JUST WANTS N
A DRINK AT THE END
OF A LONG DAY, BUT
OCCASIONALLY THAT
DRINK COMES WITH
A PRICE WHEN YOU
HAVE TO HEAR
_ ABOUT.

\M

. HORRIBLE:FEOFLE DOING HORFIBL
 S=STHINGS*T0 HORFIBLE FEOFLE

BLANTON'S,
& NEAT.

o th. ,i";"r‘
|

Y SHEILA'S
THE BEST
BARTENDER IN
THE CITY.




HORRIBLE PEOPLE
DOING HORRIBLE
THINGS TO HORRIBLE
PEOPLE. THAT'S A
HECK OF A
TITLE.

THANKS! IT
ENCAPSULATES THE
| OVERALL THEME OF
MY LIFE'S WORK,

I'D SAY.

[ WHAT /S
YOUR LIFE'S
\ “WORK?

, TELLING
'/’ THESE STORIES.
LOOKING DEEP INTO
THE DARKNESS OF
HUMANITY’S ROTTEN,
CANCEROUS SOUL.

IT'S FICTION,
&Y THROUGH AND
d' THROUGH. BUT
EVERYTHING IN IT
IS BASED ON
SOMETHING
) REAL.

OOOHW,
SOUNDS DIVINE. I
PROMISE I'LL BUY A
COPY, BUT I'D LOVE
TO HEAR ABOUT SOME
OF THIS DARKNESS
RIGHT NOW.

HA! 1
DON'T
KNOW. TS
PRETTY
ROUGH.

IT'S EASIER TO WHEN YOU
HANDLE IF YOU KNOW IT’S REAL,
THINK IT'S MADE [T HAUNTS YOU
UP. IF YOU CALL ,  FOREVER.

IT FICTION.

THAT'S
WHEN YOU

FOR MANY
PEOPLE--

I COULD TELL YOU STORIES
OF SAVAGERY THAT WOULD HAVE
YOU SCREAM, MAKE YOU WISH
YOU COULD REMOVE YOUR BRAIN
FROM YOUR HEAD SO YOU'D

STORIES THAT
WOULD ASSURE
YOU WOULD NEVER
GET A 600D
NIGHT'S SLEEP

NEVER HAVE TO THINK AGAIN.
OF THEM.

STORIES SO
VILE AND BRUTAL,
CONTAINING ACTS
OF VIOLENCE THAT ARE

SO UNTHINKABLE YOU
WOULD BEG ME
TO TELL YOU THEY
WEREN'T TRUE.

é --HAVING
1 A MORAL
| W COMPASS IS AN
UTTERLY FOREIGN AND

INCOMPREHENSIBLE
CONCEPT.

‘ | |
—



THAT'S ONE I
HAVEN'T TOLD
ANYONE YET.

YOUR
BOOK IS BASED
ON HORRIFIC, REAL-
LIFE CRIMES...ALL
COMMITTED BY
You?

HEH. WELL, I'M
INTRIGUED. NOW
YOU HAVE TO
TELL ME. I KNOW,
I KNOW, YOU
TRIED TO WARN
ME. BUT I'M A
BI& GIRL.

SAVING IT
FOR THE NEXT
BOOK?

THAT
ONE I DID
TO CELEBRATE
THE BOOK
DEAL.

WHAT CAN
I SAY? I'M A
BAD BOY. MAYBE
WE CAN DISCUSS
THIS AT MY
PLACE.

MAYBE. LET
ME ASK YOU A
HYPOTHETICAL
QUESTION, BAD

BOY, IF YOU

DON'T MIND.

853885”6%6?0 = WHIETI;?E Ev?CSJ\ULD , ;

YOU PREFER HM. 1S YOU RATHER
e e - R SR
’ = . / 7 ‘/ \\\\
HELL? QUESTION? HELL? % Z \\\

BELIEVE IN
HELL-- /" MAYBE YOU
SHOULD.

HUMOR ME. '\
CHOOSE. WHICH
ONE WOULD YOU

WELL, GIVEN
THAT THE HELL
OF LEGEND IS

ETERNAL SUFFERING,

CLEARLY I'D WANT

TO CONTINUE ON
EARTH.

WE ALL
HAVE TO LIVE
WITH OUR
CHOICES.




s 1
PROMIS

EW. YOUR
VOICE IS AWFUL.
FROM ALL THE
SCREAMING? YOU |8
SHOULD HAVE A
3\ PEPPERMINT OR
SOMETHING.

I DIDN'T
BRING YOU
ONE. 1 DON'T |

HAVE ANY

MR POCKETS.




How Lowf S o
SN, -

BRNEE  YOU THINK
SR TS BEEN? 4

tolswy M
JiARs7 2 o .

s YOU
POOR, STUPID,
IGNORANT... = A .
) s
BB ONLY BEEN A RS
MONTH, YOU S

Y oovior
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1 iksiny R

R s nors M (&
conmnss 15 LR
NoW, ALpst )

OV SOUN
SINCERE. CHANGE
: OF SCENERY
WILL DO YOU

OHf THANK
JYoU THaK
1ol







WELL, MR.
MORAL COMPASS,
S YOUR VOICE IS GONE
FOREVER, SO YOU
y CAN'T BRAG ABOUT
THE HORRORS YOU'VE
COMMITTED
ANYMORE.

WHAT YOU Y IT WASN'T
WHISPERED TO  WHAT YOU
ME TWENTY SAID.

N\ ] RN

N

9 IF THE

@/ soTTOM OF THE
¥ TRAIN TAKES YOUR
i FACE OFF, IT WON'T
GROW BACK, NO
MATTER HOW LONG
YOU LIVE. THINK
ABOUT THAT!

YOU KNOW, THIS
TRAIN WON'T KILL
YOU. BUT AS YOU'RE
AWARE, JUST BECAUSE
YOU'RE IMMORTAL
DOESN'T MEAN YOU
DON'T FEEL PAIN,
OR PRIMAL,
PSYCHOLOGICAL
TERROR FROM

THE DARKEST
RECESSES OF

YOUR SOUL.

THE
SMUGNESS,
THE GLEE.

YOU I TOOK YOU
UP ON YOUR
OFFER TO 60
BACK TO YOUR
PLACE.

THESE TWENTY
YEARS SO FAR,
SINCE WE MET?

THAT’S JUST BEEN

THE WARMUP.
P YOU'RE
NOT GOING
TO BELIEVE WHAT

I HAVE PLANNED
FOR YOUR NEXT
FIFTY THOUSAND.

OH, 1 FINALLY GOT V" THE PROSE WAS \/ IT WASN'T EVEN
A CHANCE TO READ ~ STILTED, AND THE AN INTERESTING
YOUR BOOK, BY THE DIALOGUE BORE NO FAILURE. Jgsr A

WAY. FOUND IT FOR  RESEMBLANCE TO FRILUR/

NINETY-NINE CENTS ANYTHING HUMAN
ON A ggg}?lNDER SOUNDING.



2027 BLOODY
“ iy
| " y

RED WINE.
DON'T BE
AFRAID TO

THAT KIND
OF NIGHT,

I'VE SEEN THINGS SO WELL, MAYBE.
THINGS I'LL  REPELLENT NO I GUESS IT
NEVER BE ABLE JUSTICE CAN B\ = DEPENDS ON
TO FORGET. , EVER RIGHT THE 3 WHO YOU

SCALES. / \ \ KNOW.

SN \§

y \

N

LET’S TELL
SHEILA TO KEEP i
THEM COMING

AND WE CAN
HAVE A LITTLE
CHAT.

BUT THAT'S
A TALE FOR
NEXT TIME.
UNTIL THEN, BE
600D! :




Asked for a tale...a NEW one...T
recall an incidert semetime late in
1883, north of Durban.

I confess events seon after
these ECLIPSED this odd
enconder, despite s strangeness
whole of my ATTENTIONS for
quite seme time beyond.

As is often the case, T hadn't been in
a reom with 2 CALENDAR for many
MONTHS.

T pray the readers forgiveness that
I cant supply an exact DATE.

I had for some time been hearing
ning whispers...of a

MALE VOLENT force unleashed

in my BELOVED COUNTEY.

Vs 71

As T'm sure you well know, the ertire cortinerd It seemed theyd made seme CONVERTS
has been subject t MISSIONARIES of all among the BOEKS and the ENGLISH.
stripes. My ewn FATHER included, bless him.
The ZULU rejectzd
THESE missisnaries were them ENTIRELY.

sometiing quite NEW, and
quite DANGEEOHS




They did not take
KINDLY to being
rejected.

S SR LSS s A

These MONSTEE'S in " | T have encourdered
o the form of men called many FAITHS in
O B o | themselves SERVANTS my time and travels.
' 5 \i./i7| OF THE GEEAT OLD

__———"

(TS

Far too often is
the CROSS
accompartied by
the LASH, the
SWORD...the
TORCH.

"SERVANTS 'met
= Kis end. ==

One man, ALONE,
cant erase the stains
of HISTORY.

I resolved 1y stop
CRUSADE before it drew ansther
drop of INNOCENT BLOOD.

A
el



They were
AKEOBANT,
or CLUMSY.

cluntsy, as well.

2 TROOF eof solid

Perhaps it's BEST that nt ene of iy
dear friends or compalriots had 1o endure
the... EXPERIENCE which followed.

In my KAGE;
the theught did
not even cross
my mind.

N\ ¥

I am a HUNTER, and here was a thing that needed K
KILLING. The BLOOD FEVER was upen me. _

_



) - e

, %\ g v 4 \’*(?‘“K@ s >
NN 708
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| | But even 5.1
A | judged: it best to
watch, and see what

B | the MUECDEEOUS
MISSIONAFIES.




FREEDOM

TODAY...WE SUCH IS
BROLGHT THE / THE WAY OF THE ELUROPEAN
WRATHOFTHE | / FUTLRE!THE WAY MA5TER5’ FREEDOM

GREAT OLD ONES ; / OF FREEDOM! FROM THE CHURCH
DOWN LIPON THE alf y OF THE ABSENTEE
LUNBELIEVING e, d Gop! FREEDOM

HEATHEN! 4 : TORULE AS WE

OUR GODS THEY ARE
ARE NOT MERE HERE! READY TO
MYTHS... UNSEEN LEAD YOU, THE
FOR MILLENNIA! FAITHFUL, AS WE
SPREAD THE WORD
AND PREPARE THE
RLD FOR THEIR
RE URN!

7
VKMI/ 7

NAFL’FHTA&NI

4 THULHU/ ‘/M@'
M@AH’N'@HFTNL'

MG
NAFL'FHTAGN!




(o
AH'LW'NAFH
AHNYTH--

=

e I was wendering how marny

inttelligece than I would |\ T oould FELL before they

have run for his horse. climbed my little ill and
tore me to KIBBONS.

THE SHOT
CAME FROM
UP THERE!




Again, ene MUST
question whether my

brain functions quite
as well as that of
OTHER ten.

For I styod
TRANSFIXED.
What en EARTH
could possibly be




Bl And just as quickly as the maddening
apparition had AFFPEARED, it
RETUENED 1o the waves.

A MAD tale, what? That may
be ene of diverse reasens it
has remained UNTOLD for lo
these many years.

,/)

)
2

The SERVANTS OF THE
Y| C22AT 01D ONES were nover |-
Keard, of again. Not in NATAL




PLEASE,
SIR!

PLEASE, T
SVéEAR.’

o/

PLEASE! HE
HASN'T DONE
NOTHIN!







THAT'S ONE AYE. T'VE MET THE SMITH
WHO HATES THE SOUND OF
METAL ON METAL, THE BAKER
WHO CAN'T STAND THE
SMELL OF BREAD, THE
SEASICK MARINER.

N
IT'S A ‘
LUCKY THING

TO FIND WORK
ONE TRLLY
ENJOYS.

TO THE ‘ IN FACT, T'VE

CONTRARY! ‘ FOUND THESE DAILY

IHAVENO IDLE ) E JOBS GIVE ME A

TIME, AND FOR 2 ; REAL SENSE OF
THAT I AM iy

RELEASE, OF
BLESSED. PURPOSE.




AYE, AT LEAST
CORRECT. Ogﬁs A

IT ALL
DEPENDS ON
THE JUDGMENTS
THAT MUST BE
RENDERED.

N

VALAS, IT'S BECOMING
MORE DIFFICULT TO FIND

A CRIMINAL EACHDAY. |
,\\ 9
\ 4
///”‘ I\ 4
l N\
/l, Y// —
SR
)
\ N
R
&)
2
4
“THIS CYCLE ﬂ
BRINGS ME THE
GREATEST =
Jov.
»
\] .
\

“I HAVE SERVED
JUSTICE ON EVERY
PRISONER IN OUR
STOCKADE.

P

“IT NOW SITS
‘ EMPTY AND OUR
JAILER |S THE ONE

/ WHO HAS TO FIND
WAYS TO FILL THE

- HOURS IN HIS DAYS!

— — ! i\ . -~ /
\ . "SOMETIMES
| B\ IT MUST BE
i ; 5 FED MORE
.»| THANONCE A
DAY.

s

| \)
YFOR MY SWORD 1S : \ 1)
HUNGRY, AND MUST BE FED. RN R Y
SOMETIMES THE 3
s . HUNT 18 JUST A3
&y
“THE QUIVER OF ANTICIPATION, )
THE TINGLING RIGHT BEFORE
THE FINAL STRIKE. =
\::\.’/*\@
—
\ -9
f s s
) 2 O\J
A ] )
e = |
\:;"”//»u\‘. ¢

e o -

“THEREFORE, I MUST 60 OUT
MYSELF AND FIND OFFENSES
THAT MUST BE PUNISHED.



MAY T ASK WHERE YOU
CAME ACROSS THIS
MAGNIFICENT PIECE OF ‘
CRAFTSMANSHIP?

DARESAY
YOUR OWN SWORD
IS LOVELY, AND HAS
CLEARLY BEEN FED

- ITSELF--
--BUT
Ou’LL NEVER
BEHOLD ATHING
IN TEN LIFETINES

MORE BEALITIFIJL
THAN THIS

™ v — . =
“ ‘ ‘ \ '\“l “ \ “AH! BEFORE MY CURRENT OCCUPATION,

I
DEALT IN ANTIQUITIES. T WAS SCOURING A
\ % BATTLEFIELD TEN DAYS’ WALK FROM HERE.
h. \\

*\Q\L \\

\ i ;
\ "1 B 'THE SWORD LAY WHERE ITS PREVIOLIS
OWNER MUST HAVE FALLEN. IN FACT,
) Sy = SKELETONS RIDDLED THE DIRT AS FAR
AS THE EYE COULD SEE”

BUTAST
WAS GOING
THROUGH LINIFORM
POCKETS, MY HAND
BRUSHED THE
BURIED SWORD--

--AND IT
WAS THEN THAT
IT CALLED TO ME.
T HEARD IT SPEAK IN
MY HEAD AS CLEARLY
AS YOU HEAR
ME NOW.




IT IS FAR TOO
FINE FOR ONE
SUCHAS METO
DISHONORIT.

THE DUTY vz
IS YOURS, AND Y
THE PLEASURE IS W /
MINE TO RETURN [ /A
IT TO YOU.




BUT SURELY YOU'D
LIKE TO SEEIT
ONE MORE TIME,
BEAUTIFUL AND
INITS NAKED
GLORY.




WHICH 1S WHY IT HAS TO
REMAIN INSIDE OF YOU,
BLURIED DEEP BELOW

IT'S NOT BUT WHOMEVER IT
YOUR FALLT, WAS CREATED TO KILL
NOT REALLY. NEVER CROSSED ITS
*~ '
YOU HAD
THAT SWORD UPONIT.
W WILL KEEP KILLING

THE DREADFLL
LUCK TO FIND AN
ANCIENT SWORD
WITH AN ANCIENT
CURSE ONIT.

UNTIL THE END OF
TIME.

METHINKS
THE SWORD
WAS CURSED AS
IT WAS FORGED--IT
WAS CRAFTED TOKILL
SOMEONE SPECIFIC,
BUT HAD TO KEEP

KILLING UNTIL IT
60T REVENGE.

FOR ME I DIDN'T
_ UNSHEATHE IT.

KILLINGS
CAN STOP NOW,
AND YOU CAN
FINALLY BE AT

REST, TOO.

FOR THE
CURSE UPON
THE SWORD
WAS A CLRSE

YOUKILLED
{ ALMOST AN
ENTIRE VILLAGE.
YOU CAN REST
NOW...




S

¥

FORWARD!







WE'VE GOT
‘EM ON THE
RUN!

S, :
s N7

I'M FINE,
i{ McGREGOR. JuUsT
EXHAUSTED. ).



LET'S CATCH
UP TO THE MEN,
SERGEANT. CAN'T
HAVE 'EM WINNING

SMART THIS WAuRQYVlTHOUT

WORK; SIR.
YOU GOT 'IM
Goop.,

RIGHT
YOU ARE.

SAN MIHIEL, FRANCE
13 SEPTEMBER 1918




MEN ARE BUT I'D SURE BE
4L ger, oBUEED F oL
g W G2 BACK IN
capTA THE TRENCH,
JoNES? P,

P
e

OF COURSE,
SERGEANT.

BEGGIN' THE Just LOOKING
CAPTAIN'G PARPON, LOOKING  FOR MARS,
SIR...WHAT WERE YOU UP AT THE _ ACTUALLY.

LOOKING FOR OUT STARS.
THEREZ




MARS, 5IR? THE v I HAD THE IPEA
PLANET MARS? ARE YOU WERE A
YOU 5OME KIND OF  RETIRED NAVY MAN
ASTRONOMER? WHEN THIS ALL
STARTED.

NOT AN
ASTRONOMER,
SERGEANT.
JUsT AN...

INTERESTED
PART.

.

MUCH SAFER THESE DAYS
ON A PESTROYER..,
EVEN WITH THE U-BOATS
AND SUCH.

I
SUPPOSE
IT MUST

SEEM 0ODD,
AT THAT.

FORGIVE ME,
SIR, IF I'M
PRYIN',

YOU'RE A
PEVIL WITH
THAT SWORD..,
HARP TO IMAGINE
YOU LEARNED
THAT IN THE
FLEET.

IT's
ALL RIGHT,
McGREGOR,
I DON'T MIND
YOUR ASKING.

MY BELOVED
WIFE. POLLY.

I CONFESS.., I AM
CURIOUS WHY THE
CAPTAIN WOULD
RE-ENLIST,

AND IN THE
INFANTRY,
NO LESS!

LOST TO THE
SPANISH FLY...
FOUR MONTHS IT'S

BEEN NOW.




MY CONPOLENCES MY LIFE HAS WHEN I LOST POLLY, ALL OF THE
ON YOUR LO%S, BEEN...LEAVE US FAILURES OF A MISSPENT YOUTH
CAPTAIN. A TO SIMPLY SAY.., CAME RUSHING BACK TO ME, AND T
BEAUTY, MORE COMPLICATES WAS SEIZED WITH A GREAT RAGE.
INDEED, THAN MOST. p — A GREAT RAGE...AND A DESIRE
TO TURN MY HAND TO MORE
IMPORTANT WORKS.

PRESIPENT WILSON

SUPPLIED ME WITH

A CRUSAPE, AND

I WAS HAPPY TO
JOIN IT.

BUT EVEN
THIS..

. SOMETIMES
I W/sH I CouLp
RETURN TO THE S5CENE
OF MY EARLIER
FAILURES..,

AND
MAKE THINGS
RIG,

7.

GOOP NIGHT, SERGEANT. MORE THAN I
FORGIVE MY WANPERING DESERVED, SIR,
THOUGHTS, T HOPE T'LL 6EE YOU IN
T'VE SATISFIED YOUR THE MORN.
CURIOSITY.




NINGZ ¢
_—

THE BEGIM!
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WRITER JOHNSON, PHILLIP KENNEDY JOHNSON,

VAMCIRELLR

YEAR ONE

DON'T MISS

Following the explosive
conclusion to Vampirella/
Dracula: Unholy comes the
next chapter in Christopher
Priest’'s Vampirella sagal!
Wanted for murder, and

with every demon, shaman,
vampire, whack-job zealot,
reporter, and law enforce-
ment officer on Earth hunting
for her, Vampirella has taken
refuge in an undisclosed loca-
tion where she questions why
she came to our world in the
first place.

TEASES THE NEW JAMES BOND SERIES!

What do you think makes James Bond such a
timeless character and so compelling to tackle
as a writer?

Bond is one of the most iconic “power fantasy”
characters in fiction: the unflappable, unkillable
special agent who's equal parts relentlessness
and vanity, the agent who draws every eye inthe
room, the eyes of his allies and enemies alike.
I've written my share of heroes, tough guys,
hardened soldiers, etc., but I've never written
anyone like Bond, whose inherent coolness
and sense of style are even more integral to his
character than his skills and physicality. | think
that contrastis what makes him so distinctive as
a character, and what makes him the icon he is.

This new series features a handful of new
characters in the orbit of Bond, including the
mysterious Gwendolyn Gann. Can you describe
for readers the relationships these characters
have with 007 and what has their paths
crossing again?

so distinctive as a character, and what makes
him the icon he is. This new series features a
handful of new characters in the orbit of Bond,
including the mysterious Gwendolyn Gann. Can
you describe for readers the relationships these
characters have with 007 and what has their
paths crossing again? Gwen Gann represents
a new kind of “Bond Girl” for the franchise:
formerly a double-0, an agent as cool and
bad-ass as Bond himself, with a history at MI6
and to whom Bond owes a great deal. A lot of
her relationship with Bond will be shown in
flashback, and through their relationship we’ll
see Bond's origins at MI6, some of the reasons
he is the way he is, and how Gwen Gann's
influence made him better at his job than he
might have been. I'm really excited for readers
to meet her.

Can readers expect to see any other classic
characters or hallmarks of the series like the
cars and gadgets? How about any new ingre-
dients being added?

It's not a Bond story without cars and tech.
I've had to educate myself about a lot of that
to prepare to tell this story, the tech side in
particular. There’s some pretty astonishing
military tech being explored and used in the
real world these days, and anyone who writes
a modern Bond story has to be aware of those
things so the stories are always just a half-step
ahead.

You have a military background. Are those
experiences and insights informing some of
your take on James Bond, despite the differing
specialties and distance across oceans?

Bond did have a military background before his
time at MI6, and I'll try to make that feel legit in
the story. But without revealing any spoilers,
| can say that my military experience has had
a bigger impact on the story’s villains than on
Bond himself. We're trying to tell a story that
matters, and | want to see how a character like
James Bond operates in the world we currently
find ourselves in.

One piece of the Bond character that is
sometimes missing is the spycraft element.
He's always the “special agent,” but more often
than not, everyone knows his real name and he
makes the most noise possible as he accom-
plishes the mission. | thought it would be fun to
see Bond flex his spy muscles a bit in this one,
and that’s what readers will get to see.

How excited are you to see your scripts brought
to life by artist Marco Finnegan, and how is it
working with the rest of the creative team?

I'm super excited to tell this story with Marco!
The first thing | noticed about his work was how
versatile he is, how different his style became
for every chapter... some of the pages looked
like they'd been drawn by completely different
artists, but they always fit the mood of the
story perfectly. That sensitivity to the story is
something any collaborator loves to see. | think
Marco’s going to do big things, and I'm excited
that we getto be a part of that with James Bond
—007.
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