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BECAUSE I'M NOT
SURE YOU'RE

IMALSO NOT
SURE WHY THEY
ATTACKEP ME...



...IN FACT, IM NOT
' SLURE OF MUCH RIGHT
NOW. I PON'T EVEN

\ KNOW WHERE I AM.

ST b /%

ABLE TO GET. §

... ANP BEFORE I COULP GET
MY BEARINGS, THEY SHOWEP LIP--
SHOUTING, POINTING, ANP GENERALLY ;

y.
I WOKE LIP IN THE / B )
PUST, WITH THE KING d
OF SPLITTING \
HEADACHE IM NOT "/
SUPPOSEP TO BE A 7] A 7
Al /4 H

MAKING MY HEAPACHE WORSE.




IF I'P HAP HALF A CHANCE, I
MIGHT'VE TRIEP TALKING FIRST...
BUT THESE GLYS PIPN'T GIVE ME

A SECONE. ANE, SINCE THEY'RE
ALMOST AS FAST AS I AM...

... HAP TO REACT WITH VIOLENCE.
THAT'S NOT GENERALLY WHERE I
LIKE TO START...AT LEAST, I PON'T
THINK IT IS. My BRAIN IS STILL
FOGGY, ANC..WAIT. FOG &Y.

THAT'S IT/

4

ICAN
END THIS/




q) 4

PEOPLE HAVE
TINY MINPS, MINCS
[, LCAN CONTROL.

YES, IM EMBARRASSEL I PIPN’
THINK OF THIS SOONER, BUT I'P
LIKE TO SEE ANYONE HAVE THEIR
WITS ABOLIT THEM WHEN THEY
WAKE UP GROGGY ANP THEN
GET ATTACKEP BY BARBARIANS.

...WAIT--THEY' RE
FIGHTING MEZ

( M\
NO. NOT THEM.
SOMETHING ELSE.




(-

LN

7%

/

AN
;} :




I HATE LOSING
N CONTROL. HATE IT.

I HATE BEING CORNEREL, I HATE
BEING ATTACKEL, ANP I HATE
MYETERIES...SO TOLPAY HAS
ALREAPY BEEN THE WORST LAY

BUT SOMETHING
FPOWERFUL /5
PIRECTING THESE
MEN, ANZ I MIGHT
| JUST HATE IT THE




IM GOING TO FING
/T, ANP GIVE IT A
PIECE OF MY MINC,

BUT FIRST, I
NEEP TO REGAIN
MY STRENGTH--

YOU MEAN I
SHOULPN'T
HAVE.

..AND
I AGREE,
BUT I PIPN'T HAVE
MUCH CHOICE IN THE
MATTER. WHATEVER'S
CONTROLLING YoU
HADP TOO STRONG
A GRIP FOR ME TO
BREAK ITS HOLP
ON ALL FOUR
OF You.

BUT ONE —
MIND--THAT'S NO /
CHALLENGE [
AT ALL. ‘/ /)

NOW TELL
ME. WHY PIP YOU
ATTACKZ AND
WHERE AM 17

T-THIS IS THE
PEAD CITY OF
DARWA. WE WERE
SENT HERE BY
OUR MASTER,
ANKIMU.




HE CAME TO
US A YEAR AGO
AND UNIFIED THE
PEOPLES OF TORLUN.
UNPER HIS RULE, WE
HAVE BECOME

MIGHTY.

ON HIS
COMMAND, WE
WERE ALLOWEPD
INTO THE GREAT CITY
OF GHARAPD. WITH HIS
LEAPERSHIP, WE HAVE
PRIVEN THE FEARSOME
SHAPA-GANOR FROM
THE WATERS OF
THE FOME--

HE HAS THE STRENGTH OF TWENTY
MEN! HE HAS THE WISPOM OF THE
OLP GOPS! ANP HE SENSEPD A
PANGEROLIS PRESENCE
HERE, IN DARWA. HE SENT US
TO KILL WHATEVER WE
FOUNP HERE--

OKAY,
OKAY, I PON'T ||
NEED HIS
RESUME...

IFINDIT
KINPA STRANGE
THAT A MIGHTY RULER
WITH THE STRENGTH OF
TWENTY MEN ONLY SENT
FOLIR GUYS AFTER
SOMETHING HE THOUGHT
WAS PANGEROLIS, 1
THINK I'LL HAVE TO HAVE
A WORP WITH HIM
ABOUT THAT.

BUT FIRST, I
NEED TO HEAL. AND
FOR THAT, I NEEP MORE
BLOOL,..AND T'M SORRY, BUT
INEED IT FRESH., IF IT MAKES
YOU FEEL ANY BETTER, I PROMISE
I'LL AVENGE YOU ALL FOR BEING
SENT TO SLAUGHTER LIKE THIS...




ANKIMU'S HOLP ON

THOSE MEN WAS BARBARIAN GLYS

STRONG, ANP THEY WOLLLD HAVE A
WERE SO FAST-- ~ WIZARZ, RIGHTZ

--ALMOST G\
SUPERNATURALLY FAST. \ S
MAYBE;}/:E‘E  SOME KIND ) ‘V

' Wkeeemeékeek

ANKIML MAY BE A LONG Z
SHOT, BUT HES ALSO THE
ONLY CLUE 1 HAVE.

SR FiNe! 1 oioNT
RN \cEp A RIDE

S\ ANYWAY! /

EITHER WAY,
MAYBE HE KNOWS
HOW I GOT HERE.

AT LEAST
SINCE THERE 'S
NO WINE, THERE 'S
A TRAIL FOR ME
TO FOLLOW--




--ALL THE WAY BACK TO WHERE .

THOSE BARBARIANS CAME FROM. I WAS EXPECTING, I PON'T

KNOW, HLUITS ANC A FEW

POZEN PEOPLE, NOT...
THIS.

MAYBE I SHOULP PO
SOME SCOUTING FOR A
CHANGE, INSTEAP OF
JUST RUSHING IN.

SNEAK IN, GET THE
PEOPLES’ TAKE ON
ANKIML-- HE CAN'T
HAVE HYPNOTIZEP
THE WHOLE CITY/

MAYBE I CAN FINDG SOME
ANSWERS WITHOUT VIOLENCE.
BUT IF I WANT TO PO THAT...

..MAYBE I
SHOULP LOOK
FOR A WAY TO

BLENZ IN.




TASTE IT--THE
PEACE. THE SRS

HAPPINESS.

THAT'S TWICE .'
AN ALMOST NOW I'VE BEEN ‘




OKAY,

THREE TIMES. YOUR

MAKE THA

NO, I'M NOT A NORTHERNER.
BUT I AM A STRANGER TO
YOUR CITY. DO YOU LIKE

OH YES.

HAND, IT'S 50 IT HEREZ
PALE. MAMA SAYS IT USEP TO BE
NoaRe YoU A, NORTHERNERS NS NIcE oW,
ORTHERNER? '
ARE VERY WERE SAPe

PALE.

HERE.

ITOLD
YOU TO STOP
BOTHERING JUST TELLING ME
STRANGERS, HOW MUCH SHE
ENJOYS LIVING IN
THIS CITY.

YOU'RE NOT FROM
HERE. ARE YOU A
NORTHERNERZ

NO
SHE'S NOT,
MAMA! T ASKEP
HER ALREADY

AND SHE
SAIP NO!



SHE'S VERY
INQUISITIVE,
ISN'T SHEZ

' WHERE
I oo you say you
WERE FROMZ YOUR

ACCENT IS SO VERY
STRANGE.

"HE BROUGHT US TO
THIS CITY ANP MAPE A
PLACE FOR US HERE.

ll
|

—_—
——
—_—
—_—

OH, IM JUST
A TRAVELER

WHO'S VERY
FAR FROM

HOME.
I'P BE
SURPRISED WE

SPEAK THE SAME
LANGUAGE IF I
HADPN'T SEEN SO
MANY STRANGE

THINGS IN MY
LIFE.

YES, WELL. COUNT
YOURSELF LUCKY.

ALWAYS SO HOGPITABLE
TO TRAVELERS...OR TO
THOSE OF US WHO

MARIEL
SAIP THAT,
TOO. WHAT
CHANGED?Z

A Gop
CAME.,

1N/ i

"HE HELPS PROTECT US FROM
THE PANGERS OF THE WORLP.

/7 i

7

"HE HAS LENT HIS
STRENGTH TO OUR
HUNTERS, SO
THEY MAY BETTER
PROVIPE."

———e.




AND HE HAS ASKED VERY
L/TTLE INRETURN FOR I WOULP

THE
ALL THIS. JUST LOYALTY. LOOK UPON
WE'D BE LOST WITHOUT THﬁEEé;' i ITS FACE,

HIM. WE WOULP

THEY RE GOING TO 5@/}/@
ME EXACTLY WHERE ‘
WANT TO GO. ALL I HAVE N\ NoONE HAS %

3 Al
WAIT, NO. PLAY IT COOL. ,t (v S ‘ 1

TO PO IS LET THEM. \ TO GET HURT.

N7 U
YoU WIN/ YoU WIN,
TAKE ME TO YOUR
LEADER.




You
ARE IN THE
PRESENCE

OF LORP
ANKIMU!

L%/
% ’//}/Z{'{."I/.’?/l

I
1l

o)

ANP HIS BARBARIAN GLUARPS,

. AT LEAST THE PEOPLE GOT TO
\ LEAVE ONCE THEY HERPED ME IN

HERE. IF A FIGHT BROKE OUT--

LET'S A
Y HOPE IT POESN'T |
{ COME TO THAT,
&\ VAMPIRELLA.

NOW THAT YOU'RE HERE,
I CAN REAP YOUR MIND
AS EASILY AS ANYONE'S,
BUT I STILL CAN'T
CONTROL IT.

=

I
THOUGHT You
WERE A PANGER

TO ME WHEN I
FIRST SENSED
YOUR MINP... BUT
YOU'RE JUST A

You
KNOW WHO I
AMZ NO--YoU

READP MY
MINS/!

DIp you
BRING ME
HEREZ WHY
CAN'T I
REMEMBER?Z




DEEP IN
YOUR MIND, T
SEE AFIGHT WITH A
BOL, HER POWER WAS
GREATER, BUT STILL
YOU FOUGHT. YOU WERE
CAST ASIDE...AND

THEN, YOU WERE /
HERE. NS
HAH. YOU HAVE .\
SPIRIT! T LIKE THAT.
YOU SHOULD BE MY |
QUEEN, VAWPRELLA. | (0%
WE COULD PO =R

GREAT THINGS
TOGETHER.

YOU CAN
READ MY MIND.
YOU KNOW MY

ANSWER,

WELL, AT
LEAST THEN
YOU'LL PROVIPE
ME WITH SOME
ENTERTAINMENT...
GUARDS, KILL

OH,
YOU'VE MORE
POWER THAN I
THOUGHT!




AND T WiLL NoT

ALLOW THREATS

T0 BLOOM UNPER
MY NosE!




IPIPN'T
EVEN KNOW
HOW I GOT TO

THIS
POESN'T HAVE
TO HAPPEN! JUST
TELL ME HOW TO
LEAVE AN/D I'LL

&GO/




WELL, HE St
ASKED FOR IT. %2

I FOUNP OUT HOW I GOT HERE, SORT OF,
BUT HE COLLP'VE BEEN LYING. ANP I HAVE
NO IPEA HOW TO GET OUT OF THIS PLACE.

AR
S “‘Y\‘\:t\“\
SN

; "

ACLASSIC
PEAP ENZ. T
SUPPOSE I COULP
GO ANP LOOK
FOR ANSWERS...

ANP THEN THERE'S
THE PEOPLE OF THIS
CITY. I KNOW IT WAS
SELF-PEFENSE,
BUT I JUST KILLEP
THEIR PROTECTOR.

S0
WHAT DO Yo/

THINK I SHOULP

PO NOW?Z LEAVE

THESE PEOPLE
PEFENSELESS?Z ...OR

> MAYBE STICK

AROUND?Z




AS SOON AS I 54y
IT OUT Loug, THE
ANSWER HITS ME.

< B

A

S R
IM IMMORTAL,

IF THERE ARE ANY

ANSWERS TO BE FOUNP
IN THIS WORLLE, T

CAN ALWAYS LOOK
FOR THEM LATER.

IN THE MEANTIME, I CAN HELP

THESE PEOPLE. MAYBE MAKE THEM _A

A LITTLE MORE SELF-SUFFICIENT,
ABLE TO PEFENP THEMSELVES
WITHOUT SOMETHING LIKE ME.

-

VA



& A\
THIS IS MY
TYRON! RN FAULT! HAD I
EVEN YOU... NN RETURNED
oS ) SOONER...
& Q)
/I

VAI'AKA ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED BY DYNAMITE IN SAVAGE TALES VOL.] - ISSUES 19 & 20




[ ALL, WE'RE BOTH

AFTER THE SAME




THIS WAS YOlLJJfé >
? YO ¥
VILLAGE? Y/ 2 I SHOULD

b -
PEOPLE? HAVE BEEN
. HERE...

YOU CAN
CALL ME...
VALAKA.

ONE MORE BLADE WOULD
HAVE MADE NO DIFFERENCE.
LOOK AROUND YOU--THE DEAD
ARE ALL MEN--ALL WARRIORS.

YOUR BLOOD WOULD HAVE

SOAKED INTO THE SOIL
ALONG WITH THEIRS...

AND HAVE YOU

NOT NOTICED?

THERE ARE NO
WOMEN. NO
CHILDREN.

¥ A MAN I HAVE
BEEN HUNTING
FOR SOME
YEARS...

WE NOW HUNT
TOGETHER/




THE
TRACKS ALL ¥
| LEAD HERE. MY [0
B PEOPLE MUST
S\ BE INSIDE!

THERE 1S
MUCH EVIL
HERE, MY

HE SMELLS
THE MAGIC.
LEAVE HIM...

THIS IS
WORK BETTER
DONE ON



ONCE. NOW, THEY ARE
PALE, BLOODLESS
THINGS. MEN CALL

THEM LICHES...

THOSE \ o
ARE NOT |
WARRIORS. &8

DEAD CREATURES
ANIMATED AND FIGHTING
BY SORCEROUS POWER!

BE CAREFUL--THEY ARE
DIFFICULT TO DEFEAT..

CAN'T KILL THEM V8
BY STABBING--YOU
HAVE TO SEVER THE
SPINE OR CUT OFF /

THE HEAD!




I THINK
THAT'S THE
LAST ONE.

THE AIR
REEKS OF ACTIVE
SORCERY. WE
MUST HURRY!

THE REANIMATED
FIGHTERS ARE NO MATCH
FOR THE STRENGTH OF
NESTOR, THE SKILL OF

VALAKA.




8 THE SORCERER
8| BEFORE HE CAN |

NIALLA--MY
BETROTHED!

OBSERVE THE
RING AROUND HIM.
| IT IS COMPOSED OF &8
B THE BLOOD OF YOUR
PEOPLE. WE MUST STOP
HIM FROM WAST--
SPILLING MORE!




YOU'RE
TOO LATE,
NIGHT WALKER!
YOU'LL NEVER
GET THROUGH
IN TIME!

DAMN! WE
ARE TOO
LATE!

-




You ARE TOO § Rat , \ HE RISES! AND WITH
| Lare, NIGI;IT e o N HIM, THE DEATHS
—- WAL — you wiLL
NEVER GET |1 e Ay o 4;‘
THROUGH S = s
\ IN TIME! il
1& | B, o
It V. i
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“IL CANNOT LET
THAT HAPPEN!

W_.DE
Sy
ETAO :
>N

AEMM
T W
wow
3L
OF@
PA

WHAT ARE
YOU DOING? I'VE
ALMOST BROKEN

THROUGH!

"WE MUST BE QUICK!"

WE MUST KILL
[ THIS ABOMINATION | =

TO GAIN ITS FULL
STRENGTH!




WE MUG‘I" curt
OFF ITS HEAD! IT IS
THE ONLY WAY TO

DESTROY SUCH

A THING! (
M‘% W"“‘%
\\w\\\\\\\m @
; 4«!‘ a3

\tﬁ\ b




h*

..I'LL SEE

YOU DEAD
FOR THAT!

R
O




‘h////f /i

,/ tl“

VALAKA!
QUICKLY!
ouT OF
THE WAY//




N DAV YOU!
O DIE/
A
[ ’ %_
NS

IT'S DEAD!
GODs BE
PRAISED/

=4 o/ BUT, VALAKA-- \
A 4 HOW CAME YOU
| TO SURVIVE?

A\  THOUGHT...?




MY KIND
ARE DIFFICULT TO \\
KILL--BUT THERE
1S NO TIME FOR
TALK NOw!

THIS ONE
MUST BE
DESTROYED
BEFORE HE
K| RAISES MORE
LICHES AND

YOU HAVE
NOT EVEN A
MARK! HOW

1S THIS

POSSIBLE?




THE DEMON
LACKED THE POWER
TO KILL ME...

D
\

BUT HE WOULD
CERTAINLY HAVE KILLED
YOU AND ALL YOUR
PEOPLE...

JUsT AS T
CANNOT LET }/
YOU LIVE TO
TALK ABOUT

THIS...

\, |
N
<

WOULD HAVE
CUT OFF MY
FOOD
SOURCE...

BESIDES, 1

LIKE A BIT OF

B SWEET AT THE
"l " ENDOF A

2\ ©OOD MEAL!

-~
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