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SACRED PLACES



Ever since he was discovered in a glass tube in 1978, Abe Sapien has served as 
a field agent for the Bureau for Paranormal Research and Defense. His origins 
remained a secret for most of that time, until he found evidence of a former 
life as a scientist named Langdon Everett Caul. In 1865, Caul unearthed an 
egglike object amid ruins at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean, leading to his 
disappearance, his wife’s suicide, and his slow transformation into Abe Sapien.

A second transformation came recently for Abe when a young psychic named 
Fenix shot him in a border town in Texas, believing that he played a part in 
the events currently bringing mankind to its knees. Abe fell into a coma, from 
which he recently awoke. Now a mutated Abe Sapien has left the B.P.R.D. and 
is on the run at the end of the world . . .
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Notes by
Max and Sebastián Fiumara



Max Fiumara: These are 
some attempts at the design 
for “the Man” in The 
Garden. This guy was tricky, 
because he is the one that is 
leading the whole story and 
he’s in most of the panels, 
so I wanted to make him as 
iconic as possible.



MF: I was never satisfied with any of these different faces, not even the 
chosen design on this page. I didn’t think it played well with how Scott wrote 
him. It only started to make sense once I drew him on the pages. Sometimes 
it doesn’t work until you put the character in context and make him interact 
with the backgrounds and the other characters; then it comes alive.



MF: There was a lot of talk about whether or not to depict Abe as a serpent, since 
the Man sees him as the serpent in the Garden of Eden. Finally we decided to 
draw the serpent in a very important, climactic panel, and it worked really well.

Here are designs for the serpent Abe, some more realistic and some more like 
biblical depictions. The realistic snake was the one we used for the story.



MF: This particular issue was a lot of fun, since I had the chance to draw really big 
pictures. Every page layout was made up of three panels that helped to depict the 
different time periods in the story. This allowed me to expand a bit more and play 
with compositions and details. I loved it!





Sebastián’s character 
designs for The Healer. 

Following: raw scans 
of his inks for a page 
of The Healer, and 
the cover for Visions, 
Dreams, and Fishin’.







MF: Caul was a lot of fun. I loved him in every B.P.R.D. story he was featured 
in, and it was great to draw him in this story. Classic Abe is hard to do. I feel 
like the Abe that I’m doing in this series is the Abe for me; I can relate a bit 
more to him. Drawing classic Abe is trying to make him look as good and as 
alive as when Mignola draws him. Needless to say, that doesn’t happen.





Sebastián Fiumara: In issues 
#16 and #17, Scott wanted to 
try showing a town covered in 
graffiti. For both the covers and 
the interior pages, I designed the 
graffiti digitally while I was working 
on the pencils. Once they were 
approved, the graffiti was applied 
to the inks in separate layers and 
then sent to Dave for coloring.

Facing: A raw scan of the cover inks.















SF: Playing around with the new look for Grace 
and the Abe symbol.

Facing: The design for Dayana came pretty 
easily; we all love thoughtful, dark characters. 
She only had a minor fix to get a less-fancy look.







Haunted by the deaths he’s seen and the ones he’s caused, Abe 

returns to the place where his latest transformation began. 

His path is blocked by one damned soul after another, who all 

seem to think Abe is either the answer to or the cause of the 

worldwide crisis.

“You’d be a fool to miss out on Abe Sapien—fine comics indeed.”  

—Bloody Disgusting 

“A story filled with such a tense ambiance you don’t fully realize it 

until you exhale after reading.”
—Comics the Gathering 

“A superbly written, drawn, and inked comic that resonates emotion-

ally with adult readers. Abe Sapien being granted his own ongoing 

series (at long, long last) has lived up to expectation.”  

—Geeked Out Nation 
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