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PART ONE
THE EARLY YEARS







Pancakes
	 One day someone at Dark Horse asked if I was interested in 
doing a story about young Hellboy. I wasn’t, but instead of saying no 
I said, “What about two pages of Hellboy eating pancakes?” I thought 
it was a riot. I didn’t expect anyone else to like it, but it turned out to 
be a big hit with a lot of readers. It’s nice when that happens.
	 “Pancakes” appeared in the 1999 Dark Horse Presents Annual.

The Nature of the Beast
	 This was one of the first Hellboy stories I thought of           
(probably back in 1994), but I didn’t get around to putting it on 
paper until 1999. The story is built around a sixth-century English 
folktale about Saint Leonard the Hermit. He was wounded fighting 
a dragon and wherever his blood fell lilies-of-the-valley sprang up.      
The lilies are supposedly still there, halfway between Horsham and 
Pease Pottage in West Sussex.
	 “The Nature of the Beast” was published in Dark Horse Presents 
#151 and, like “Pancakes,” appears here in color for the first time.

King Vold
	 This story is mostly a combination of two folktales—        
“The Flying Huntsman” (headless King Volmer and his hounds) and 
“The Green Giant” (dead mermaid and burning gold coins). There 
are other bits of Norwegian folklore thrown in to show just how 
much weird stuff goes on over there.
	 I want to thank that unnamed fan that gave me that great photo 
book of Norway. It was a big help.
	 “King Vold” was done specifically for this collection.
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PART TWO
THE MIDDLE YEA RS



Heads
	 This is one of my favorite Hellboy stories. It was also one of 
the most difficult, because I know nothing about Japan, but wanted 
the thing to have a very Japanese feel. It is a very close adaptation of 
a Japanese folktale, but I left out the part where the flying heads were 
eating bugs.
	 “Heads” originally appeared as a backup feature in the Abe Sapien 
one-shot, published in March 1998.

Goodbye, Mister Tod
	 A few years back I was fooling with an idea for a non-
Hellboy mini-series. It didn’t go anywhere, but I did like the opening 
sequence, and eventually it turned into this. The story not only shows 
my continuing fascination with H.P. Lovecraft monsters, but also 
with ectoplasm. In fact, back in 1993, when I first conceived Hellboy 
as a team book, one of the characters was going to be an ectoplasm 
guy. Anyway …
	 “Goodbye, Mister Tod” was originally published as a backup      
feature in Gary Gianni’s The MonsterMen in August of 1999.

The Vârcolac
	 This story was inspired by a single paragraph I read twenty 
years ago describing a type of Romanian vampire which “eats the sun 
and the moon and is able to cause eclipses.” The hardest thing about 
this job was finding that one book again so I could get the name of 
the vampire.
	 “The Vârcolac” was done in six installments in Sunday-news-
paper-strip format for Dark Horse Extra. For this collection, I have 
completely redrawn the thing, expanding it and putting it into      
regular comic-book-page format. There are things that I like better 
about the original, and there are things that I like better about this 
new version. That’s the way it goes.
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PART THREE
THE RIGHT HAND OF DOOM



@

The Right Hand of Doom
	 After I’d been doing Hellboy for five years, very few people 
were asking what the deal was with the big stone hand. I decided        
to direct attention to it with this story. Of course I wasn’t going 
to   tell what the hand was, but at least now readers would know it         
was something.
	 “The Right Hand of Doom” was published in the 1998 Dark 
Horse Presents Annual. This is its first appearance in color.

Box Full of Evil
	 Following up “The Right Hand of Doom,” I wanted to 
say a little bit more about Hellboy and his big hand, and I wanted to 
resolve the whole Beast of the Apocalypse business once and for all.      
I think I did, but you can never be sure about something like that.
	 The stuff Igor Bromhead says to control and command demons is 
mostly taken from old occult ritual. The hand of glory is a real thing. 
The Saint Dunstan legend is a real legend, but I made up the part 
about the box. Box Full of Evil was published as a two-issue miniseries 
in 1999. For this collection I’ve added a four-page epilogue to give 
Hellboy a chance to reflect on events, and to get rid of that scrap of 
paper from “The Right Hand of Doom.”
	 That’s it.

	 Mike Mignola
	 Portland, Oregon























Box Full of Evil



































































































Cover to the 
French edition of 
Box Full of Evil



All of the drawings on the following pages were 
done between 1993 and 1999.







































 

GRAPHIC NOVEL / HORRORGRAPHIC NOVEL / HORROR

Mike Mignola is a master of the kind of dynamic impressionistic art  
that is influencing the rhythm of modern graphic storytelling.

Will Eisner

The best horror comic in a generation. This Mignola guy is a wizard.
Frank Miller

This is the only comic book on the market today that gives me the  
“art fix” I crave.  It’s Jack Kirby meets the German Expressionists, 
featuring the pistol-packin’, Nazi-stomping Big Red Ragna-Rok, himself.

Dave Stevens

Mike Mignola’s elegance and economy of style are unparalleled among 
comics artists. He has long been a professional idol of mine.

Rick Geary

A few years before Mike was published I met him, and I knew he would 
become one of the top guys. And I was right.

Sergio Aragonés

Not only is Mike Mignola a brilliant writer, artist, and creator, but  
he can take a punch, and I’ve never once seen him break out in song  
and embarrass himself with a vast knowledge of showtunes!

Geof Darrow




